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WTA STORYLINES - WIMBLEDON 
 
Setting The Scene – The Grass Court Swing 
 

Tournament Champion Runner-Up 
The HSBC Championships, London Donna Vekic (CRO) Emma Raducanu (GBR) 
Libema Open, ‘s-Hertogenbosch Robin Montgomery (USA) Barbora Krejcikova (CZE) 
Vanda Pharmaceuticals Berlin Tennis Open Linda Noskova (CZE) Jessica Pegula (USA) 
Lexus Nottingham Open Marie Bouzkova (CZE) Emma Navarro (USA) 
Bad Homburg Open powered by Solarwatt Karolina Muchova (CZE) Naomi Osaka (JPN) 
Lexus Eastbourne Open Madison Keys (USA) Tatjana Maria (GER) 

 
She’s Back! Serena Williams Returns to SW19  
 

• 10 years after she won her seventh and last Wimbledon singles title at the 2016 
Championships, Serena Williams has been awarded a wild card for both singles and 
doubles at Wimbledon, where she last competed in 2022 (l. World No.113 Harmony Tan in 
1r). Her first opponent is World No.53 Maja Joint of Australia. Serena will play doubles with 
her sister, Venus Williams, who last appeared at SW19 in 2023. The sisters own 14 Grand 
Slam titles, including six at Wimbledon (most recently in 2016); they face Camila Osorio and 
Solana Sierra in the first round 

• Having last competed at the 2022 US Open, 44-year-old Serena returned at the HSBC 
Championships at the Queen’s Club, where she partnered with Victoria Mboko to reach the 
second round (d. Erin Routliffe and Nicole Melichar-Martinez) before Mboko sustained a 
knee injury playing singles. Williams then paired up with Karolina Muchova at Berlin, losing 
a close first round match to Routliffe and Giuliana Olmos 

• Read more about Serena’s return to singles 
 
Rankings Watch 
 

o The WTA World No.1 Ranking will be on the line at Wimbledon, as Elena Rybakina has a 
chance to overtake Aryna Sabalenka. Rybakina will need to reach the QF to have a chance 
at moving to No.1; if Sabalenka reaches the R16 or QF then Rybakina will need at least a SF 
showing; if Sabalenka reaches SF, Rybakina would need to reach the final 

o Should Sabalenka and Rybakina meet in final, the winner secures No.1 
o The weeks of June 29 and July 6 will mark Sabalenka’s 89th and 90th consecutive weeks at 

No.1. The week of July 13 would bring her equal to the sixth longest streak in history: 
 
MOST CONSECUTIVE WEEKS AT No.1 

186              Stefanie Graf                        Aug 17, 1987 – Mar 10, 1991  
186              Serena Williams                 Feb 18, 2013 - Sep 12,2016  
156              Martina Navratilova          Jun 14, 1982 - Jun 9, 1985  
114              Ashleigh Barty                     Sep 9, 2019 -Apr 3, 2022  
113              Chris Evert                            May 10, 1976 - Jul 9, 1978  
91                 Monica Seles                       Sep 9, 1991-Jun 6, 1993  
90                 Martina Navratilova          Nov 25, 1985-Aug 16, 1987 
89, 90*       Aryna Sabalenka              Oct 21, 2024 - present 

https://www.wtatennis.com/news/4524999/everything-to-know-about-serena-williams-return-to-singles
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Race to the WTA Finals  
 

• By winning her first Grand Slam title at Roland-Garros, 19-year-old Mirra Andreeva 
vaulted to pole position on the PIF Race to the WTA Finals Leaderboard, ahead of Aryna 
Sabalenka and Elena Rybakina. Andreeva was a singles alternate at last year’s WTA Finals 
in Riyadh, but only took to the court in doubles with Diana Shnaider (they were eliminated in 
the group stage) 
 

• In doubles, Katerina Siniakova and Taylor Townsend solidified their No.1 position on the 
PIF Race to the WTA Finals Leaderboard by winning Roland-Garros at the expense of Anna 
Danilina and Aleksandra Krunic, who are now No.2 in the standings. Gabriela Dabrowski 
and Luisa Dabrowski currently hold a strong third place position 

 
Noskova Makes Top 10 Debut 
 

• On June 22, Linda Noskova, 21, achieved a new breakthrough in her young career by winning 
her second WTA 500 event at the Vanda Pharmaceuticals Berlin Tennis Open 

o The young Czech defeated defending champion Jessica Pegula in the final. Read more about 
her rise to the elite here 

o Noskova is the second WTA player this season to make her Top 10 debut, after Victoria 
Mboko in February, and the first Czech woman since Karolina Muchova in August 2023 

 
Chwalinska Set For Grass Court Campaign  
 

• Poland’s Maja Chwalinska was thrust into the spotlight earlier this month after becoming 
the first qualifier to reach the Roland-Garros final in the Open Era. Prior to her run in Paris, the 
24-year-old’s best Grand Slam result was at the All England Club in 2022, when she reached 
the second round as a qualifier. This year she returns as the No.20 seed – read more about 
how she is adjusting to her new status 

 
British Doubles Success on the Green Stuff 
 

• While Emma Raducanu advanced to the singles final, British doubles No.1 Olivia Nicholls 
partnered with Slovakia’s Tereza Mihalikova to capture the WTA 500 HSBC Championships 
title at Queen’s (the pair won the title at Berlin last year) 

• The following week, the British duo of Harriet Dart and Maia Lumsden were victorious at the 
WTA 250 Lexus Nottingham Open 

 
WTA 125 Snapshot 
 

• Alexandra Eala brought the buzz to the Midlands as she stormed to the title at the Lexus 
Birmingham Open, beating Switzerland’s Celine Naef in the final. In picturesque Yorkshire, 
Ashlyn Krueger edged Nikola Bartunkova for the Lexus Ilkley Open title 

 
  

https://www.wtatennis.com/news/4523647/linda-noskova-breaks-into-wta-top-10
https://www.wtatennis.com/news/4527718/im-just-a-human-being-maja-chwalinska-adjusts-to-tennis-new-reality
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OFF-COURT STORYLINES 
 

• In celebration of the grass court swing, 2025 Wimbledon finalist Amanda Anismova hosted 
the exclusive WTA x TikTok cocktail party at The Roof Gardens in Kensington on 
Wednesday, June 24. Bringing together media, creators, partners and guests from across the 
worlds of sport, entertainment and culture, the event celebrated the growing reach of 
women's tennis both on and off the court. TikTok and the WTA have been working together 
since October 2025, with the WTA surpassing one million followers on the platform and 
recording the fastest growth rate of any tennis property and women's sports organisation on 
TikTok. In 2026, collaborations have taken place at key tournaments including Indian Wells, 
the Miami Open and the Madrid Open 

 
• Since its inception in 2021, the WTA Coach Inclusion Program has supported 44 graduates 

from 18 nations. With the addition of new partnerships, an additional 39 are expected to 
graduate this year. The program’s expansion has led to a steady increase in the representation 
of women coaches on Tour. In 2017, women made up just 6% of registered coaches on Tour; 
by 2026, that figure has more than tripled, rising to 19%. Kathy Rinaldi, Conchita Martinez 
and Sandra Zaniewska have served as mentors for the scheme 

 
• On Thursday, June 25, the WTA partnered with Morgan Stanley to host a Come Play clinic 

for girls from the Oaks Primary School in Ipswich, who were brought to London by the Elena 
Baltacha Foundation. The event was staged at the National Tennis Centre, Roehampton, led 
by Judy Murray with support from current players Donna Vekic, Leylah Fernandez and Katie 
Swan, former players Vania King and Yaroslava Shvedova, and WTA founding members 
Trish Bostrom and Penny Moor 
 

• The WTA's Give Learn Business Mentoring Programme celebrated the graduation of its 
inaugural cohort ahead of Wimbledon, marking the completion of a year-long scheme 
designed to help players (current and former) prepare for life beyond tennis. Participants, 
including All-tru-ist sustainable chocolate company founder Jill Craybas, have worked with 
leading business mentors, attended workshops and explored future career paths – with 
Kristina Mladenovic developing her broadcasting ambitions and Ingrid Neel describing the 
experience as helping her think more like "the CEO of my own business" 
 
Now getting started, the second cohort of participants includes Harriet Dart, Priscilla Hon, 
Fanny Stollar, Nadiia Kichenok, Lucie Safarova and Anett Kontaveit. Their business 
ventures span sectors including wellness, fitness technology, jewellery, retail and beauty, 
highlighting the growing entrepreneurial ambitions of WTA players 
 

• At the Berlin Tennis Open, Mercedes-Benz and the WTA unveiled a brand-new tennis 
court shaped like the iconic Mercedes-Benz star. Brand ambassador Coco Gauff was joined 
by Paula Badosa, Clara Tauson and Sabine Lisicki for a unique exhibition event – the 
Mercedes-Benz Signature Court introduced a new format of play, with three players 
competing simultaneously on a court inspired by the iconic star logo ahead of the Berlin 
Tennis Open. Some 1,500 fans attended the event, which was hosted by Andrea Petkovic – 
click here for more 
 

https://www.wtatennis.com/news/4527425/anisimova-hosts-wta-x-tiktok-cocktail-party-at-londons-roof-gardens
https://www.wtatennis.com/news/4527425/anisimova-hosts-wta-x-tiktok-cocktail-party-at-londons-roof-gardens
https://www.wtatennis.com/news/4521113/wta-coach-inclusion-program-celebrates-landmark-success-for-women-coaches
https://www.wtatennis.com/news/4519493/mercedes-benz-wta-launch-first-ever-star-shaped-court-at-berlin-tennis-open
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• The Tour's latest original content series WTA Tour Bites has been released. A three-part 
series that uses food as a gateway to deeper conversations around culture, identity, 
friendship and life on the WTA Tour, the series is produced by global production company 
Whisper. It's the latest addition to the WTA’s growing original content landscape, following 
last month’s launch of the fashion-focused Style Unpacked 

 
WTA Legends  
 

• On Saturday, June 20, Angelique Kerber said goodbye to her home fans with a special 
exhibition match against fellow former No.1 Ana Ivanovic at the Bad Homburg Open. Kerber, 
who won the first staging of the German grass court event in 2021, played her last Tour match 
at the Paris Olympics in 2024. Mother-of-two Kerber serves as sporting director of the Bad 
Homburg event, which is played in the historic Kurpark, at the oldest tennis club in Europe 
 

• The new Netflix documentary, Chris & Martina: The Final Set, launched on June 26 after 
enjoying its world premiere at New York’s Tribeca Festival earlier in the month. To mark the 
release, The All England Lawn Tennis Club hosted a pre-Wimbledon screening for tennis 
family, in the presence of Martina Navratilova and the film’s director, Rebecca Gitlitz. On 
Tuesday, June 23, Chris Evert underwent surgery, after an abnormal scan indicated the 
return of her ovarian cancer. The WTA sends this incredible champion and contributor to our 
sport all the love and strength as she battles the disease for the third time. Read Chrissie’s 
special message to guests at the screening 
 

• Hot on the heels of her graduation from California State University, Los Angeles with a 
Bachelor of Arts in History degree, Billie Jean King received an honorary degree from Oxford 
University last week. This year marks 60 years since King won the first of her 12 Grand 
Slam singles titles at The Championships in 1966, defeating Maria Bueno in a three-set 
final. She went on to lift the Venus Rosewater Dish six times. This fortnight, Billie Jean is 
making her 65th successive visit to London for The Championships – she hasn’t skipped a 
beat since winning the doubles title in 1961, alongside Karen Hantze 
 

• British legend and 1977 Wimbledon champion Virginia Wade, who was awarded a CBE in 
the King’s Birthday Honours in 2025, is to be presented with her insignia at a ceremony at the 
British Consulate in New York City on July 9. For more information, contact Adam Lincoln: 
alincoln@wtatennis.com  

 
Selected Wimbledon title anniversaries: 
 

• It’s 15 years since Petra Kvitova won the first of her two Wimbledon titles (2011, 2014) 
• 20 years since Amelie Mauresmo won her second Grand Slam title at 2006 Wimbledon  
• 30 years since Stefanie Graf won seventh and last Wimbledon title (1996) 
• 30 years since Martina Hingis became the youngest winner of a Wimbledon (or any Grand 

Slam) title – doubles with Helena Sukova (1996). She was 15 years, 9 months old 
• 45 years since Chris Evert won her third and final Wimbledon title in 1981 
• 50 years since Martina Navratilova won the first of her record 20 (shared with Billie Jean 

King) Wimbledon titles – captured the doubles with Chris Evert (1976) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h0dUE4jSyxI
https://www.wtatennis.com/videos/4514197/3587-womens-tennis-association_ep4_cut2_online_v3_spanish-subs
https://www.wtatennis.com/news/4523419/angelique-kerber-treats-home-fans-to-final-serve-celebration
https://www.wtatennis.com/news/4527666/wimbledon-screening-of-chris-martina-the-final-set-honors-everts-resilience
https://www.wtatennis.com/news/4527666/wimbledon-screening-of-chris-martina-the-final-set-honors-everts-resilience
mailto:alincoln@wtatennis.com

