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DOUBLES FINAL - SATURDAY, JANUARY 31 
 

[7] ANNA DANILINA (KAZ) / ALEKSANDRA KRUNIC (SRB) 
VS. 

[4] ELISE MERTENS (BEL) / ZHANG SHUAI (CHN) 
 

First meeting 
 

This will be the first meeting between these two pairings – although Zhang (partnering Katerina Siniakova) 
defeated Danilina/Krunic in the Adelaide semifinals two weeks ago, en route to the title 

 

PIF WTA Ranking Watch: Currently ranked World No.6, Elise Mertens will return to the WTA Doubles World 
No.1 ranking after the Australian Open, regardless of the final result. Next week will be Mertens’ 40th week 
at World No.1 in her career. 
• If Danilina and Krunic win the title, No.14 Danilina is projected to reach a new career-high of No.7 
• If Danilina and Krunic win the title, No.17 Krunic is projected to make her Top 10 debut 
• If Mertens and Zhang win the title, No.15 Zhang is projected to return to the Top 10 

 

 
Danilina/Krunic Quick Hits 
 

2025 Roland Garros runners-up 
Team W-L in doubles: 32-12 
 

• Danilina and Krunic are into their second Grand Slam final as a team, having finished as runners-up at 2025 
Roland Garros (l. Errani/Paolini in final) 

• This fortnight in Melbourne, they ousted the No.1 seeds and defending champions Siniakova/Townsend in 
QF, then beat No.5 seeds Dabrowski/Stefani in SF 

• They are seeking their second title as a team, with their prior title coming last year at WTA 250 Cleveland 
• Danilina and Krunic paired up for the first time on Tour in 2022, playing two events together that season 

and finishing as runners-up at Cleveland (l. Melichar-Martinez/Perez in final)  
• They did not team up again until 2025 Roland Garros – at that event, in just their third tournament playing 

together, they made the final of the clay-court Grand Slam, defeating three seeded teams en route 
• They re-teamed at 2025 Montreal and have been regular partners since, winning the title at 2025 

Cleveland and reaching additional finals at Tokyo and WTA 1000 Wuhan 
• Their strong year-end finish led them to become doubles alternates at 2025 WTA Finals Riyadh, although 

they did not play any matches there 
• The duo opened the 2026 season with back-to-back semifinal finishes at Brisbane (l. Bucsa/Perez) and 

Adelaide (l. eventual champions Siniakova/Zhang); they are currently 8-2 on the year 
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Danilina: 
• Currently ranked World No.14 in women’s doubles; she reached her career-high doubles ranking of No.8 

on June 30, 2025 
• This is her 3rd career women’s doubles Grand Slam final – along with her 2025 Roland Garros R-Up with 

Krunic, she was also the 2022 Australian Open R-Up with Beatriz Haddad Maia (l. Krejcikova/Siniakova) 
• She has won one Grand Slam title in mixed doubles, pairing with Harri Heliovaara to win that event at the 

2023 US Open (d. Pegula/Krajicek in final) 
• Has won 11 WTA Tour doubles titles in her career, including two last year – alongside her Cleveland title 

with Krunic, Danilina prevailed at Eastbourne with Marie Bouzkova 
 

Krunic:  
• Currently at her career-high doubles ranking of No.17, which she reached for the first time on October 27, 

2025 
• Is contesting her 2nd career Grand Slam final, after 2025 Roland Garros R-Up with Danilina last year 
• Has won eight WTA Tour doubles titles in her career, including two last year – alongside her Cleveland title 

with Danilina, Krunic triumphed at Rouen with Sabrina Santamaria 
• Krunic has also been as high as No.39 in the singles rankings, winning one WTA Tour singles title (2018 's-

Hertogenbosch) and reaching R16 as a qualifier at 2014 US Open (l. the previous year’s finalist Azarenka) 
 

 
Mertens/Zhang Quick Hits 
 

2022 Wimbledon runners-up 
Team W-L in doubles: 17-5 
 

• Mertens and Zhang are into their second Grand Slam final as a team, having finished as runners-up at 
2022 Wimbledon (l. Krejcikova/Siniakova in final) 

• In this fortnight’s 2nd round, they saved 3 match points and outlasted teens Iva Jovic and Victoria Mboko 
via a 12-10 third-set tiebreak 

• They moved on to the semifinals of this event, where they bested the unseeded team of Ena Shibahara 
and 41-year-old Vera Zvonareva 

• This would be their first title as a pairing, following runner-up finishes on grass in 2022 at both Wimbledon 
and Birmingham 

• This is only their 7th event together as a team – they paired up for the first time at 2019 Mallorca, and then 
waited three years to team up again at the previously mentioned 2022 grass-court events 

• Their 2022 Wimbledon R-Up performance occurred in just their third tournament playing together 
• They teamed up at three more events in 2024-25 (reaching no semifinals at those tournaments), and 

made their 2026 team debut here in Melbourne – where they have made another Grand Slam final 
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Mertens: 
• Currently ranked No.6, Mertens will reclaim the WTA Doubles World No.1 ranking after the Australian 

Open, regardless of the final result 
• Mertens reached World No.1 in the doubles rankings for the first time on May 10, 2021, and has held the top 

spot for a total of 39 weeks in her career 
• Is already a 2-time women’s doubles champion at the Australian Open, triumphing in 2021 alongside Aryna 

Sabalenka (d. Krejcikova/Siniakova in final) and 2024 with Hsieh Su-wei (d. L. Kichenok/Ostapenko in final) 
• Into her 8th Grand Slam doubles final and seeking her 6th Grand Slam doubles title (won other Slam titles 

at 2019 US Open w/ Sabalenka; 2021 Wimbledon w/Hsieh; and 2025 Wimbledon with V. Kudermetova) 
• Has won 23 WTA Tour doubles titles in her career, including last year’s WTA Finals (w/V. Kudermetova) 
• Also has reached No.12 in the singles rankings; she has won 10 WTA Tour singles titles, and her best Grand 

Slam singles performance is her SF run at the 2018 Australian Open (l. eventual champion Wozniacki) 
 

Zhang: 
• Currently ranked No.15 in the doubles rankings; she has been as high as No.2, which she reached for the 

first time on July 11, 2022 
• Zhang won her first Grand Slam title at the 2019 Australian Open, partnering Australia’s Samantha Stosur 

to the crown (d. defending champions Babos/Mladenovic in final) 
• Zhang and Stosur won a second Grand Slam title together at the 2021 US Open (d. Gauff/McNally in final) 
• This is her 5th career Grand Slam doubles final; she was also R-Up at 2022 Wimbledon (w/Mertens; l. 

Krejcikova/Siniakova) and 2024 US Open (w/Mladenovic, l. L. Kichenok/Ostapenko in final) 
• Has won 16 WTA Tour doubles titles in her career, including one already this year at Adelaide (w/Siniakova, 

d. today’s opponents Danilina/Krunic in SF and L. Kichenok/Krawczyk in final) 
• Climbed to No.22 in the singles rankings in 2023; she has won 3 WTA Tour singles titles and made Grand 

Slam QFs at 2016 Australian Open (as a qualifier) and 2019 Wimbledon 
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[7] ANNA DANILINA (KAZ) / ALEKSANDRA KRUNIC (SRB) 
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[4] ELISE MERTENS (BEL) / ZHANG SHUAI (CHN) 
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