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QUARTERFINALS – THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
 

[12] Clara Tauson (DEN #15) vs. [4] Jessica Pegula (USA #5) First meeting 
Tauson: 
• Making 2nd main draw appearance at Dubai; was a finalist last year (l. Mirra Andreeva) 
• Looking to advance to her second SF of 2026 (Abu Dhabi - l. eventual champion Sara Bejlek) 
• Seeking her sixth career Tour-level victory over at Top 10 player; most recent such win came against No.8 

Madison Keys in QF at Montreal in 2025 
• Since the start of 2025, is 5-3 in Tour-level QF (2-0 at WTA 1000 events) 
• All three of her Tour-level titles have come on hard court (Auckland in 2024 and Luxembourg and Lyon in 2021) 
 
Pegula: 
• Appearing at Dubai for a fifth time, where best result was reaching SF in 2023 (l. eventual champion Krejcikova) 
• With a victory, would advance to her eighth consecutive Tour-level SF, dating back to US Open in 2025 
• In 2025, went 3-1 in QF at WTA 1000 events (holds a career record of 13-8 in QF at the WTA 1000 level) 
• As this is her 22nd WTA 1000 quarterfinal appearance, only Iga Swiatek (26) and Aryna Sabalenka (26) have 

reached more QFs at this level since 2020  
• Has reached the semifinal in each of the last six events she has appeared in (US Open, Beijing, Wuhan and WTA 

Finals 2025, Brisbane and Australian Open 2026)  
• Could become the first player to reach the semi-final at seven consecutive WTA-level events appeared in since 

Agnieszka Radwanska (Beijing 2015-Indian Wells 2016).  
 
[5] Mirra Andreeva (#7) vs. [2] Amanda Anisimova (USA #6)                   Anisimova leads 1-0 
Andreeva: 
• Dubai defending champion (d. Clara Tauson in F); her 2025 champion run made her the youngest player ever to 

win the title at Dubai and overall, at a WTA 1000 event 
• Seeking her 100th Tour-level victory; would become the youngest player to claim 100 WTA-level match wins 

since Caroline Wozniacki in 2009 
• Appearing in her third QF of 2026 (l. Marta Kostyuk at Brisbane, d. Maya Joint at Adelaide) 
• Seeking to advance to her third WTA 1000 SF (Dubai and Indian Wells in 2025) 
• First match against a Top 10 player since Wimbledon in 2025 (d. No.10 Emma Navarro) 
 
Anisimova: 
• Making her 5th main draw appearance at Dubai, where she has surpassed her previous best result of reaching 

2r in 2020, 2021 and 2023 
• In 2025, won 10 Tour-level matches against Top 10 players (the first seven years of her Tour-level career, 2018 - 

2024, she won a total of eight such matches) 
• Won the lone career head-to-head against Andreeva in 3r at Miami in 2025 in three sets 
• Looking to advance to her 15th Tour-level SF and her fourth at a WTA 1000 event 
• Both of her WTA 1000 titles came in 2025 (Doha and Beijing) 
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[3] Coco Gauff (USA #4) vs Alexandra Eala (PHI #47) First meeting 
Gauff: 
• Making 6th appearance at Dubai; this is her 4th time through to the QF stage of the event; with a win today 

would equal her best result in Dubai (SF in 2023) 
• Since her maiden WTA-1000 quarterfinal in Dubai 2021, only Iga Swiatek (26) and Aryna Sabalenka (25) have 

reached more WTA-1000 quarterfinals than Coco Gauff (22) 
• Gauff could reach a 13th career WTA 1000 semifinal and a second in Dubai, after losing to Iga Swiatek at that 

stage of the event (SF) in 2023 
• Since the start of the 2020 season, only four players have claimed more WTA-level match wins than Coco 

Gauff (244) – Iga Swiatek, Aryna Sabalenka, Elena Rybakina and Jessica Pegula. 
• Could move to No.3 this week by winning the title in Dubai 
 

Eala: 
• This is her 11th WTA 1000 level appearance and second time reaching the QF (also at 2025 Miami, SF) 
• Faces No.4 Coco Gauff in QF today; owns 3 wins in career over Top 10 players, most recently No.8 Jasmine 

Paolini this week in 2r  
• Eala could claim multiple WTA top 10 wins at a single event for the second time in her career, after defeating 

Madison Keys and Iga Swiatek en route to the semifinal in Miami last season 
• Is currently ranked No.47; this time last year was ranked No.139 
• Since the format’s introduction in 2009, Alexandra Eala is just the second left-hander to reach multiple WTA-

1000 quarterfinals before turning 21, after Marketa Vondrousova 
 
 
[7] Elina Svitolina (UKR #9) vs. [LL] Antonia Ruzic (CRO #67) First Meeting 
Svitolina: 
• Has won 9 of 10 career WTA main draw meetings against lucky losers, only losing to Jil Teichmann (2022 Dubai) 
• Only Jelena Jankovic and Caroline Wozniacki (6 ea.) have reached more quarterfinals in Dubai than Svitolina (5)  
• Is undefeated in quarterfinals in Dubai (4-0): only Caroline Wozniacki (six), Svetlana Kuznetsova and Jelena 

Jankovic (five) have made more semifinals at the event since its inception in 2001. 
• Through to her 25th WTA 1000 quarterfinal, the  fifth active player to make 25 quarterfinals in WTA-1000 events 

along with Victoria Azarenka, Aryna Sabalenka, Karolina Pliskova and Iga Swiatek. 
• Has won 22 main draw matches in Dubai: she only has more at the Australian Open (34), Roland Garros (33) and 

at the US Open (24) in a single WTA level event. 
 
Ruzic: 
• Has equalled the best result achieved by a lucky loser in Dubai - also quarterfinal run after Jil Teichmann (2022). 
• Has equalled the best result achieved by a lucky loser at Tier I / WTA-1000 event since the format’s 

introduction in 1990 - lucky losers hold a 0-6 record in such event’s quarterfinals. 
• World No. 67 Ruzic could become the second-lowest ranked semi-finalist at the Dubai Tennis Championships 

since the tournament’s inception in 2001, ranked higher only than Rachel McQuillan in 2001 (#111). 
• Since 2009, Ruzic is the fourth Croatian to reach a WTA-1000 quarter-final after Ana Konjuh, Mirjana Lucic and 

the last to achieve the feat in Madrid in 2023, Petra Martic - she could equal the best result achieved by a 
Croatian player in such events (semifinal made by Petra Martic in Rome 2021) 
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