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DOUBLES FINAL – SUNDAY, MAY 17 
 

 
[7] CRISTINA BUCSA (ESP #17) / NICOLE MELICHAR-MARTINEZ (USA #16) 

vs. 
MIRRA ANDREEVA (#23) / DIANA SHNAIDER (#21) 

 
First meeting between the two pairs 

 
 
 
Bucsa/Melichar-Martinez Quick Hits 
Team W-L in doubles: 18-8 
 
• Bucsa and Melichar-Martinez are into their second WTA Tour-level final as a pairing; in their previous final, they 

won the 2025 Monterrey title (d. Guo/Panova in F) 
• Contesting in just their second clay court event as a pair after R16 run at 2026 Madrid (l. Tjen/Sutjiadi) 
• Competing in their 7th tournament of the season as a pair; prior to 2026 Rome, their best result together so far 

this season was SF finish at Indian Wells (l. Danilina/Krunic) 
• Bucsa and Melichar-Martinez paired up for the first time on Tour at 2025 Washington DC (fell in the opening 

round to Townsend/Zhang) 
• Registered their first win on tour as a team at 2025 Monterrey with a win over Bouzas Maneiro/Cocciaretto; 

they went on to win the title on just their second tournament appearance as a pair 
 
Bucsa: 
• Currently ranked No.17 in doubles; reached career-high doubles ranking of No.16 in March 2026 
• This is her 13th career Tour-level doubles final (8-4 record in doubles finals) – most recent was title run at 

Merida (w/Jiang); also winning the singles title that week 
• Contesting her 10th doubles event of 2026; as well as title run at Merida (w/Jiang), she reached the final at 

Brisbane (w/Perez, l. Hsieh/Ostapenko). Also made Indian Wells semifinals (w/Melichar-Martinez) and 
quarterfinals at Doha (w/Melichar-Martinez) and Abu Dhabi (w/Zhang)  

• Owns 8 WTA career doubles titles, four of those coming on clay at 2025 Bogota (w/Sorribes Tormo), 2024 
Strasbourg (w/Niculsecu), 2024 Madrid (w/Sorribes Tormo) and 2024 Bogota (w/Rakhimova) 

• Won her first career WTA singles title earlier this season at Merida (d. Frech in F) 
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Melichar-Martinez: 
• Currently ranked No.16 in doubles; reached career-high doubles ranking of No.6 in July 2023 
• This is her 47th career Tour-level doubles final (19-27 record in doubles finals) – most recent was title run at 2026 

Stuttgart (w/Samsonova) 
• Contesting her 10th doubles event of 2026; as well as title run at Stuttgart (w/Samsonova), she reached the 

semifinals at Indian Wells (w/Bucsa), and quarterfinals at Charleston (w/Panova) and Doha (w/Bucsa)  
• Owns 19 WTA career doubles titles, including one this year on clay at Stuttgart (w/Samsonova) 
• Owns one Grand Slam mixed doubles title at 2018 Wimbledon (w/Peya) 
 
 
Andreeva/Shnaider Quick Hits 
 
Team W-L in doubles: 39-17 
 

• Andreeva and Shnaider are into their third WTA 1000 final; including back-to-back WTA 1000 finals after a 
Runner-Up finish at Madrid earlier this month (l. Siniakova/Townsend in F). They also won the 2025 Miami title 
(d. Bucsa/Kato in F) 

• They are 2-2 as a team in WTA Tour doubles finals; along with 2025 Miami, they also teamed up to win 2025 
Brisbane (d. Hon/Kalinskaya in F) 

• Prior to 2026 Madrid, their only team loss in a Tour-level doubles final was to Errani/Paolini in the 2024 Paris 
Olympics gold-medal final – they finished that event as Olympic silver medalists in women’s doubles 

• Andreeva and Shnaider paired up for the first time on Tour at 2024 Beijing (reached QF, l. Kenin/Mattek-Sands) 
• They reached two Grand Slam doubles SFs in 2025 at Australian Open (l. eventual champions and today’s 

opponents Siniakova/Townsend) and Roland Garros (l. eventual champions Errani/Paolini) 
• 2026 Madrid was their first doubles event as a duo since they went winless in group-stage play at the 2025 WTA 

Finals 
 
Andreeva: 
• Currently ranked No.23 in doubles; reached career-high doubles ranking of No.12 in September 2025 
• This is her 5th career Tour-level doubles final (2-2 record in doubles finals) – all of them have come alongside 

Shnaider 
• Contesting her 5th doubles event of 2026; as well as 2026 Madrid, she also played at Brisbane (QF 

w/Alexandrova; l. Danilina/Krunic), Indian Wells (QF w/Mboko; l. eventual R-Up Danilina/Krunic) and Miami (R16 
w/Mboko; l. Hunter/Pegula) 

• Reached the quarterfinals in singles this week (l. Gauff) 
• Currently ranked No.7 in singles; she has won 5 WTA singles titles including two this year (Adelaide and Linz) 
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Shnaider: 
• Currently ranked No.21 in doubles; reached career-high doubles ranking of No.8 in June 2025 
• This is her 6th career Tour-level doubles final (2-3 record in doubles finals); along with her 2 titles and 2 R-Up 

runs paired with Andreeva, she was also 2025 London/Queen’s Club R-Up w/Danilina (l. Muhammad/Schuurs 
in F) 

• Contesting her 7th doubles event of 2026; prior Madrid and Rome, her best doubles results this year were R16 
at Doha and Dubai (both w/Panova) 

• Currently ranked No.20 in singles; she has won 5 career WTA singles titles and reached a career-high singles 
ranking of No.11 in May 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MATCH NOTES 
Internazionali BNL d’Italia 

ROME, ITALY 
MAY 5-17, 2026 | WTA 1000 | €7,228,080 

 
 

 

[7] CRISTINA BUCSA (ESP) / NICOLE MELICHAR-MARTINEZ (USA) 
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