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  MATCH NOTES – WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

[Q] Daria Saville (AUS #121) vs. Anhelina Kalinina (UKR #52) Kalinina leads 1-0 

Saville: 

- Former World No.20 making first appearance at Merida

- As a qualifier, defeated Kostyuk in first round to make first second round since 2024 Nottingham

- Victory over No.19 Kostyuk in first round was her first Top 20 win since 2022 Washington (d. Pegula), snapping five-
match streak vs. Top 20 opposition

- Best result by a qualifier at Merida was runner-up run by Rebecca Peterson in 2023

Kalinina: 

- Making tournament debut at Merida

- Won their sole prior meeting at 2023 Beijing in straight sets

- Undefeated against Australian opponents in her career (4-0)

- Has lost twice this season to players ranked outside the Top 100: l. No.107 Polina Kudermetova (Brisbane SF), l.
No.128 Aliaksandra Sasnovich (Cluj-Napoca QF)

Jessica Bouzas Maneiro (ESP #66) vs. Elina Avanesyan (ARM #45) Tied 1-1 

Bouzas Maneiro: 

- Making first appearance at Merida
- Defeated Renata Jamrichova in first by coming from 4-1 down in the third set to end three-match losing streak
- Bidding to make first quarterfinal of the season and first since Guangzhou 2024
- Winner of today's match will play either Donna Vekic or Maya Joint in the quarterfinals

  Avanesyan: 

- Making second appearance at Merida, where her previous result was reaching first round in 2023 (l. Wang Xinyu)
- Earned best career hard-court result (by round) earlier this year with semifinal showing at Hobart
- Highest-ranked Armenian player in WTA history after switching citizenship last year; upon the switch, became first

player representing Armenia to play in a WTA main draw or be ranked in the WTA Top 100

[5] Donna Vekic (CRO #20) vs. [Q] Maya Joint (AUS #103) First meeting 

Vekic: 

- Making tournament debut at Merida
- Has won her last 5 matches against sub-100-ranked opponents, with last loss coming to No.125 Olga Danilovic at

2024 Roland Garros
- Bidding to snap a 3-match losing streak after losing in first round at Doha and Dubai earlier this month
- Has won 3 of her 4 WTA titles on hard court: Monterrey in 2023; Courmayeur in 2021; Kuala Lumpur in 2014
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Joint: 

- 18-year-old Australian is making 2nd appearance at Merida; lost in first round last year in tournament debut (l.
Stakusic)

- Bidding for first Top 20 win and second quarterfinal of the season after making Hobart semifinal
- Entered 2025 with just one tour-level win in her career (2024 US Open 1r, d. Siegemund)
- Reached best result on hard court in January by making first WTA semifinal at Hobart (l. eventual champion

Mertens)

Jaqueline Cristian (ROU #85) vs. [2] Paula Badosa (ESP #11) Cristian leads 1-0 

Cristian: 

- Making first appearance at Merida
- Owns 4 wins in career over Top 20 players, most recently No.10 Barbora Krejcikova at Beijing 2024
- Only player from Romania to reach second round
- Winner of today's match will play either Daria Saville or Anhelina Kalinina in the quarterfinals

   Badosa: 

- Former World No.2 making first appearance at Merida
- One of 2 players from Spain to reach second round (alongside Bouzas Maneiro)
- Has won three of her four titles on hard courts at Washington DC in 2024; Sydney in 2022; Indian Wells in 2021

- Season-best result is making her first Grand Slam semifinal at Australian Open; after that event, returned to Top

10 for first time since October of 2022

- Earned the Comeback Player of the Year award at the end of 2024


































































