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MATCH NOTES – THURSDAY, 5 SEPTEMBER 2024 
 

  PLAYER   RANK   AGE  YTD PRIZE $^   YTD W/L*   YTD TITLES   CAREER PRIZE $^   CAREER W/L*   
CAREER 
TITLES   

[2] Aryna Sabalenka 2 26 $4,384,145 44-11 2 $24,761,708 293-121 15 

[6] Jessica Pegula 6 30 $1,921,244 33-11 2 $14,302,673 203-103 6 

[13] Emma Navarro 12 23 $1,692,754 45-19 1 $2,469,160 64-41 1 

Karolina Muchova 52 28 $123,670 12-4 0 $6,633,833 111-57 1 
*Tour level main draw matches - entering US Open SF / ^Does not include current tournament  

 

SEMIFINALISTS GRAND SLAM RESULTS 

  R128 R64 R32 R16 QF* SF R-UP WON TOT* 
[2] Aryna Sabalenka 5 4 4 3 2 5 1 2 26 

[6] Jessica Pegula 6 4 5 1 7 - - - 23 

[13] Emma Navarro 3 1 1 1 2 - - - 8 

Karolina Muchova 7 3 4 1 3 2 1 - 21 
*Includes 2024 US Open 

SEMIFINAL QUICK HITS 

The US Open will feature multiple American men and women playing in the semifinal round for the first time since 2003 
(Andre Agassi and Andy Roddick; Lindsay Davenport and Jennifer Capriati) 

In the last seven editions of the US Open, two American women have reached the semifinals five times 

The last time two Americans met in the women’s singles final at the US Open was 2017 – Sloane Stephens defeated 
Madison Keys in the championship match 

Both Muchova and Pegula have yet to drop a set, the first time that has been done by multiple women at this stage of the 
tournament since 2014 (Serena Williams, Peng Shuai and Ekaterina Makarova) 

Pegula is making her Grand Slam semifinal debut at 30 years old – 30y, 196d based on the tournament end date 

Pegula is the fifth American woman to make the US Open semifinals at 30+ years old 

Americans 30+ to Make US Open Semifinals 
Serena Williams 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2018, 2019, 2020 
Martina Navratilova 1987, 1989, 1991 
Chris Evert 1985, 1986, 1988 
Venus Williams 2017, 2020 
Jessica Pegula 2024 
 
Americans 30+ to Make US Open Final 
Serena Williams 2012, 2013, 2014, 2018, 2019 
Martina Navratilova 1987, 1989, 1991 
 
Americans 30+ to Win US Open Title 
Serena Williams 2012, 2013, 2014 
Martina Navratilova 1987 
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Pegula is the 10th woman to make her Grand Slam semifinal debut after turning 30 years old 

 

 AGE GRAND SLAM SF DEBUT 

Tatjana Maria 34y, 337d 2022 Wimbledon 

Barbora Strycova 33y, 108d 2019 Wimbledon 

Roberta Vinci 32y, 207d 2015 US Open 

Betty Stove 32y, 8d 1977 Wimbledon 

Flavia Pennetta 31y, 195d 2013 US Open 

Magda Linette 30y, 352d 2023 Australian Open  

Nathalie Tauziat  30y, 262d 1998 Wimbledon 

Judy Dalton  30y, 206d 1968 Wimbledon 

Jessica Pegula 30y, 196d 2024 Wimbledon 

Gigi Fernandez  30y, 132d 1994 Wimbledon 
 

Americans to Make US Open Semifinal Debut at 23+ years old 
 USO SF DEBUT AGE 
Julie Heldman 1974 28 
Lori McNeil 1987 23 
Zina Garrison 1988 24 
CoCo Vandeweghe 2017 25 
Sloane Stephens 2017 24 
Jennifer Brady 2020 25 
Emma Navarro 2024 23 
Jessica Pegula 2024 30 
NOTE: Nancy Richey (1969 at 27 years old) and Billie Jean King (1968 at 24 years old) previously made US Open semifinal 
appearances prior to the Open Era 

 
Pegula and Navarro are both making their Grand Slam semifinal debut. 10 of the of last 12 editions of the US Open have 
featured first-time Grand Slam semifinalists 
 

Grand Slam Semifinal Debut at US Open Since 2000 
 

 
TOTAL 
SF APP YEAR 

PEGULA, JESSICA USA 1 2024 

NAVARRO, EMMA USA 1 2024 

GARCIA, CAROLINE FRA 1 2022 

RADUCANU, EMMA GBR 1 2021 

FERNANDEZ, LEYLAH CAN 1 2021 

BRADY, JENNIFER USA 2 2020 

BENCIC, BELINDA SUI 1 2019 

ANDREESCU, BIANCA CAN 1 2019 

OSAKA, NAOMI JPN 4 2018 

SEVASTOVA, ANASTASIJA LAT 1 2018 

PLISKOVA, KAROLINA CZE 4 2016 

 
TOTAL 
SF APP YEAR 

VINCI, ROBERTA ITA 1 2015 

PENG, SHUAI CHN 1 2014 

MAKAROVA, EKATERINA   2 2014 

PENNETTA, FLAVIA ITA 2 2013 

KERBER, ANGELIQUE GER 8 2011 

WICKMAYER, YANINA BEL 1 2009 

WOZNIACKI, CAROLINE DEN 7 2009 

CHAKVETADZE, ANNA RUS 1 2007 

JANKOVIC, JELENA SRB 6 2006 

KUZNETSOVA, SVETLANA   5 2004 

DEMENTIEVA, ELENA  9 2000 

Muchova is the fourth unseeded Women’s Singles semi-finalist at a Grand Slam event in 2024 after Dayana Yastremska 
(Australian Open), Mirra Andreeva (Roland Garros) and Donna Vekic (Wimbledon).  This is the fourth time in the Open 
Era where unseeded players have reached the Women’s Singles semifinals at all four Grand Slam events after 1971, 
2016 and 2017. Sloane Stephens (US Open 2017) was the only unseeded player to win the title. 
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LOOK AHEAD TO POSSIBLE FINAL MATCH-UPS  

 Muchova Pegula 
Navarro First meeting Pegula leads 1-0 
Sabalenka Muchova leads 2-1 Sabalenka leads 5-2 
 
PIF Race to WTA Finals Leaderboard 

 The 2024 WTA Finals will features the top 8 singles and doubles teams on the PIF Race to the WTA Finals 
Leaderboard (with a Grand Slam champion singles player and/or doubles team earning qualification if positioned 
No. 8-20 on the leaderboard).  

 After the US Open, Iga Swiatek and Aryna Sabalenka will hold the No.1 and No.2 spots, respectively. 

 Elena Rybakina and Jasmine Paolini are next on the Leaderboard, followed by a trio of Americans – Coco 
Gauff, Jessica Pegula and Emma Navarro 

 After starting the summer hardcourt swing at No.20 on the Leaderboard, Pegula will climb inside the Top 7 
moving as high as No.3 if she wins the title 

 Navarro can move as high as No.5 if she wins the title 

 Karolina Muchova played her first matches of the season at Eastbourne in June. If she wins the title, Muchova 
would climb to No.14 on the Leaderboard, and be within 340 points of Barbora Krejcikova. The highest 
positioned Grand Slam champion on the Leaderboard between No.8-20 will qualify for the WTA Finals 

 Looking ahead to after the US Open, 4,000 race points remain up for grabs during the final weeks of the 2024 
season 

 

PIF WTA Ranking Movement 
 Swiatek will stay at No.1. Since she made her debut at No.1 on April 4, 2022, and since then has held the top 

spot 121 of the last 129 weeks.  
 

 Sabalenka will stay at No.2 
 

 Pegula will climb to No.4 in the Rankings after the US Open by reaching the SF and would overtake Elena 
Rybakina at No.3 if she advances to the final 
 

 Navarro will make her Top 10 debut after the US Open moving to No.8 (SF), No.7 (R-Up) and No.6 (Won) 
 

 A semifinalist at the 2023 US Open, Muchova is projected to move to No.53 by reaching the SF and could 
improve her current ranking moving to No.36 (R-Up) or return to Top 20 at No.19 (with title) 
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[13] Emma Navarro (USA #12) vs. [2] Aryna Sabalenka (#2)                            Tied 1-1  

Third meeting of 2024; Navarro won in 3-sets at Indian Wells (R16) and Sabalenka won at Roland Garros (R16) 

Navarro:  

- This is her eighth Grand Slam appearance and posted her best result at the most recent; for the second 
consecutive Slam, has achieved her best Slam result; at Wimbledon 2024 with QF (l. eventual R-Up Paolini)  

- A former NCAA college singles champion at University of Virginia; other women college players to reach the US Open 
semifinal: Jennifer Brady (UCLA, US Open SF in 2020), Lori McNeil (Oklahoma State, US Open SF in 1987) and 
Billie Jean King (Cal State Los Angeles). Should Navarro reach the finals, she would be the first former collegiate 
player to do so since Billie Jean King  won her fourth US Open singles title in 1974.  

- Is the sixth player in the last 40 years to make the US Open SF without a single previous main draw win at the 
event, after Steffi Graf (1985), Venus Williams (1997), Yanina Wickmayer (2009), Bianca Andreescu (2019) and 
Emma Raducanu (2021) 

- Navarro (10) leads the Tour with the most comeback wins in WTA main draw matches in 2024 and also has the 
most WTA main draw match wins in three sets so far in 2024 (18) 

- Entering the SF owns the most Tour-level hard court wins so far in 2024 (30) 

- Has the most hard court SF appearances of any player so far in 2024 (6); only Swiatek (9) and Rybakina (7) have 
more in total across all surfaces 

- Achieved her maiden singles title this season at Hobart on hard court (d. Mertens in F)   

- Following her SF run last week at Monterrey is now at a career-high of No.12 on the PIF WTA Rankings; this time 
last year was ranked No.57 

- By reaching the SF at the US Open secures her Top 10 debut 

- Entered the US Open at No.8 on the PIF Race to the WTA Finals Leaderboard; projected to No.7 by reaching the 
SF and could climb as high as No.5  

- Having only claimed a single WTA top 10 win prior to this season, Emma Navarro could claim her fourth WTA top five 
win of 2024, after victories over Coco Gauff (US Open, Wimbledon) and Aryna Sabalenka (Indian Wells) this year. 

- With a win would move to a record of 4-1 against former WTA No. 1s. Since the WTA Rankings were first introduced in 
1975, only four players have claimed 4+ wins from their opening five such matches - Bianca Andreescu, Chris Evert, 
Jelena Ostapenko and Jil Teichmann. 

- Could become the fourth player in the last 40 years to defeat the World No. 2 (Aryna Sabalenka) and World No. 3 (Coco 
Gauff) in the Women’s Singles at the US Open after Steffi Graf in 1989 (Martina Navratilova and Gabriela Sabatini), Kim 
Clijsters in 2009 (Serena Williams and Venus Williams) and Leylah Fernandez in 2021 (Aryna Sabalenka and Naomi 
Osaka). 

- Could become the first player to defeat 4+ top-30 opponents at the US Open in Women’s Singles since Leylah Fernandez 
in 2021 and the first American since Sloane Stephens in 2017. 

- Among players to begin their career in the Open Era, Emma Navarro could become the sixth player to reach the 
Women’s Singles final at the US Open without a prior main draw match win at the event, after Wendy Turnbull (1977), 
Pam Shriver (1978), Venus Williams (1997), Bianca Andreescu (2019) and Emma Raducanu (2021). 

- Since 2000, is the second American player to make their first Grand Slam Women's Singles semi-final at the US Open 
after Jennifer Brady in 2020. 
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Sabalenka:  

- Making 7th appearance at US Open; 2023 finalist (R-Up, l. Gauff); also a two-time semifinalist (2021, 2022)  

- Making 26th Grand Slam main draw appearance; a two-time Grand Slam champion having won back-to-back titles at 
Australian Open (2023, 2024)  

- Has won two titles this season - Australian Open and Cincinnati champion – and currently sits at No.2 on PIF Race to 
WTA Finals Leaderboard  

- The youngest player to make 4+ consecutive US Open semifinals since Venus Williams (six in a row between 1997 and 
2002) 

- Could become first female player to win both hard court Slam titles in the same year since Angelique Kerber (2016)  

- 13 of 15 titles in career came on hard court, including twice this year winning Australian Open and Cincinnati  

- Has won her last 27 Grand Slam hard court meetings against opponents ranked outside the top-10: the longest such 
winning streak since Victoria Azarenka between the Australian Open 2012 and 2014 (29 wins in a row). 

- First player to make the Women’s Singles semi-finals at the US Open in 4+ consecutive years since Serena Williams (six 
in a row, between 2011 and 2016). 

- First player to reach the Women’s Singles semi-finals at both the Australian and US Open in back-to-back years since 
Serena Williams (2015-16). 

- Could become the first player to reach back-to-back Singles finals at the US Open since Serena Williams (2018-19). 

- At 26y 123d, Aryna Sabalenka could become the youngest player to reach back-to-back Women’s Singles 
finals at the US Open since her compatriot Victoria Azarenka (2012-13). 

- Only Iga Swiatek (nine) has made more WTA level semi-finals than Sabalenka and Navarro in 2024 (seven each, level 
with Elena Rybakina). 
 

- Has reached the joint-most finals at WTA level in 2024 (five, level with Elena Rybakina and Iga Swiatek), while in 
comparison, Emma Navarro made only one final so far this season. 
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[6] Jessica Pegula (USA #6) vs. Karolina Muchova (CZE #52)                             Pegula leads 1-0 
Pegula won their only previous match-up, earlier this summer at Cincinnati in three sets 
 
Pegula: 
- Won first Grand Slam quarterfinal match against Iga Swiatek in the previous round, snapping a 0-6 losing streak in 
quarterfinals across the Grand Slams 
 
- Has not dropped a set throughout the US Open 
 
- Is 14-1 this American hard court swing; only loss came to then-No.3 Aryna Sabalenka in the Cincinnati final 
 
- Has become the fourth American in the Open Era to reach the Women’s Singles SF in Toronto/Montreal, Cincinnati and 
the US Open in a calendar year after Rosie Casals (1970), Serena Williams (2013-15) and Sloane Stephens (2017) 
 
- With win over Swiatek has claimed the 21st WTA Top 10 win of her career. In the past four decades, only two have 
recorded more without reaching a Women’s Singles final at a Grand Slam – Amy Frazier (27) and Chanda Rubin (23); 
also became first American to defeat the WTA World No.1 at a Slam since Shelby Rogers (d. Barty, 2021 US Open) 
 
- Holds a 1-0 record head-to-head against Karolina Muchova at WTA Tour-level, winning their only previous meeting on 
route to the final in Cincinnati (R32) this year 
 
- One of two Americans in the semifinals, along with Emma Navarro 
 
- Seeking sixth hard court title of her career, after Washington DC 2019, Guadalajara 2022, Montreal 2023, Seoul 2023, 
and Toronto 2024 
 
- Last time losing to a player outside the Top 50 was at Eastbourne 2024 to then-No.168 Emma Raducanu 

- Could become the fifth player in the past decade to defeat three former Women’s Singles GS finalists en route to the US 
Open final. Each of the previous four went on to win the event – Flavia Pennetta (2015), Angelique Kerber (2016), 
Sloane Stephens (2017) and Coco Gauff (2023) 

- First career Women’s Singles semi-final at a Grand Slam event, after losing each of her previous six 

- Is the fourth American in the Open Era to reach the Women’s Singles semifinal at the Canadian, Cincinnati and the US 
Open in a calendar year after Rosemary Casals (1970), Serena Williams (2013-15) and Sloane Stephens (2017) 

- Has won her past 33 Women’s Singles matches at Grand Slams after taking the opening set, with her last loss coming 
to Sofia Kenin at Roland Garros (R32) in 2021. Pegula is 41-3 after taking the opening set at Grand Slams 

- Could become the first player aged 30+ to reach a first Women’s Singles final at a Grand Slam since Flavia Pennetta 
(33y 197d) and Roberta Vinci (32y 204d), at the 2015 US Open 

- With a win today would become the oldest American in the Open Era to reach a maiden Women’s Singles final at a 
Grand Slam event 

- Only three players have converted more break point opportunities at this year’s US Open than Jessica Pegula (20) – 
Emma Navarro (25), Paula Badosa (23) and Beatriz Haddad Maia (22). 
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Muchova: 
- Through to fourth Grand Slam semifinal of career (after Australian Open 2021, Roland Garros 2023, and US Open 2023) 
 
- Seeking second Grand Slam final appearance of her career (after Roland Garros – l. Iga Swiatek in final) 
 
- First player to reach the Women’s Singles SF at the US Open without a single Grand Slam seasonal win coming into the 
event since Jennifer Brady in 2020 
 
- Second player from Czech Republic to reach the semi-final of the US Open Women’s Singles winning all her five 
matches in straight sets after Jana Novotna during the Open Era 
 
- Has not lost a set so far at the US Open 
 
- At World No.52, is the lowest ranked semifinalist at the US Open Women’s Singles since Leylah Fernandez (No.73) and 
Emma Raducanu (No.150) 
 
- US Open is the first WTA-level event at which Muchova has multiple SF appearances in her career 

- Bidding for eighth WTA top 10 win at Grand Slams, surpassing Anastasia Pavyluchenkova (7) for the outright most of 
any active player not to win a Grand Slam event 

- Is the fourth unseeded Women’s Singles semi-finalist at a Grand Slam event in 2024 after Dayana Yastremska 
(Australian Open), Mirra Andreeva (Roland Garros) and Donna Vekic (Wimbledon) 

- First player to reach the Women’s Singles semi-final at the US Open without a single seasonal match win at Grand 
Slams coming into the event, since Jennifer Brady in 2020 

- Muchova (Roland Garros 2023, US Open 2024) could become the second player in the Open Era to reach multiple 
Women’s Singles finals at Grand Slams as an unseeded player, along with Marketa Vondrousova (Roland Garros 2019, 
Wimbledon 2023) 

- Since 1992, Muchova could become only third player representing the Czech Republic to reach the Women’s Singles 
final at the US Open after Helena Sukova (1993) and Karolina Pliskova (2016) 
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