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MATCH NOTES – DAY 7 - OCTOBER 13, 2024 

[1] Aryna Sabalenka (#2) vs. [5] Qinwen Zheng (CHN #7) Sabalenka leads 3-0 

- Rematch of January's Australian Open final and last month's US Open quarterfinal, both won by Sabalenka

- First time two Top 10 players will face off in a WTA final in China since the 2019 WTA Finals in Shenzhen

(Barty d. Svitolina)

- First meeting between Sabalenka and Zheng outside of the Grand Slams

- Sabalenka has won all six sets previously contested

Sabalenka: 

- Two-time champion in 2018 and 2019 and holds an undefeated 16-0 record in Wuhan

- Leads Tour in hard court wins this season, with 37

- 14 of her 16 singles titles have come on hard courts, including three this year at the Australian Open,

Cincinnati, and US Open

- Bidding to win 17th career WTA title and fourth of the season

- Entering today's final tied with Petra Kvitova for the most wins in Wuhan (16) since the inception

of the tournament in 2014

- Playing her 6th WTA final in China, tied with Alison Riske and Jelena Jankovic for the most in the Open Era

- Playing her 4th WTA 1000 final of the season, tied with Iga Swiatek for the most this season

- Having won Cincinnati in August, bidding to win multiple WTA 1000 titles in a season for the first time

in her career

- Playing her 7th WTA final of the season, the most of any player (excluding team events & BJK Cup) and the

most she has made in a single season eclipsing her previous best of six in 2023

- Across both tours this year, only Jannik Sinner (8) has made more tour-level finals than Sabalenka

- Owns a five-match win streak against Top 10 opponents, the longest streak of her career; a win today

would tie   her with Iga Swiatek (9) for the most Top 10 wins this season

- Bidding to win an Open Era record 5th WTA title on Chinese soil; currently tied with Agnieszka Radwanska

with four: 2018 and 2019 Wuhan, 2019 Zhuhai, 2019 Shenzhen

- Has qualified for the WTA Finals Riyadh for the fourth consecutive year
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Zheng: 

- Born in Shiyan in Hubei province and moved to Wuhan as a child to go to school and train 

- Making her main-draw debut at her home tournament; as a 16-year-old, received a qualifying wild 

card in 2019 and lost in the first round to Svetlana Kuznetsova 

- First Chinese player to reach the final of Wuhan and first to reach the final at a WTA 1000 on Chinese 
soil 

- Second Chinese player to reach the final of a WTA 1000 event after Li Na (2012 Rome, 2012 

Montréal, 2012 Cincinnati, and 2014 Miami) and bidding to become the first to win a WTA 1000 

title since Li won 2012 Cincinnati 

- Bidding to win first WTA 1000 title, fifth career WTA title overall, and third of the season after Palermo and 
Olympics 

- Has won 24 matches since Wimbledon, the most of any player on tour (Sabalenka has won 23) 

- Made first WTA 1000 semifinal last week in Beijing (l. Muchova) 

- Bidding for second Top 5 win of the season after defeating No.1 Iga Swiatek in the Olympic semifinals 

- Became China's first gold medalist in singles at the Paris 2024 Olympics by defeating Croatia's 

Donna Vekic in the gold medal match 

- Leads the tour with 368 aces this season; has served 32 aces en route to the final, the highest tally of 
the tournament 

- Has won her last 10 three-set matches and leads the tour in three-set wins (19-3) and win percentage 

in deciding sets (86.4%) 

- The Top 7 players on the PIF Race to the WTA Finals at the end of the regular season will 

automatically qualify for the WTA Finals Riyadh. Zheng entered the Asian swing at No.9 on the Race 

Leaderboard and will rise to No.7 on Monday, overtaking Emma Navarro. She is trying to become 

the first Chinese player to qualify for the WTA Finals since Li Na in 2013 

 
 

 


















