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MATCH NOTES – DAY 2 – MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2024 
 
 

[Q] Magdalena Frech (POL #52) vs Victoria Azarenka (#33) First meeting 
Azarenka is a two-time Doha champion winning the title in 2012 and 2013; along with Iga Swiatek, is one of two 
multi-time champions in the Doha… Frech is making her debut main draw appearance at Doha after coming 
through qualifying… Azarenka has not fallen in the first round of the tournament yet this year… Frech has six 
career wins over Top 50 players including one already this year 
  
Naomi Osaka (JPN #727) vs [15] Caroline Garcia (FRA #21) Tied 1-1 
Garcia won when the two met earlier in the opening round at Australian Open… Both players fell in first round 
last week in Abu Dhabi… Osaka looking for first Top 50 win since 2022 Miami… Garcia player her 10th main 
draw in Doha where she has reached the quarterfinals twice including last year… Osaka playing Doha for just 
the second time and first since 2018, before she became a Grand Slam champion… Garcia is making her 80th 
WTA 1000 appearance, including three title runs, while Osaka is making her 35th WTA 1000 appearance with 
two titles to her credit 
 
[1] Iga Swiatek (POL #1) vs. Sorana Cirstea (ROU #26) Swiatek leads 2-0 
Swiatek returns to Doha as the two-time defending champion winning in 2022 and 2023… Cirstea has yet to 
take a set and is 0-3 against World No.1’s including today’s opponent at 2023 Indian Wells… Swiatek has won 
20 of her last 22 matches against players outside the Top 20… This is the 9th time the WTA World No.1 is 
competing at the tournament; the World No.1 has advanced to the SF in all eight previous appearances, going 
on to win the title four times... Since the introduction of the WTA 1000 level, only Serena Williams (26), Caroline 
Wozniacki (13), Simona Halep (12) and  Victoria Azarenka (11) have been the No.1 seed more than Swiatek 
(10)... Swiatek is trying to become the first player to win three consecutive times at a WTA-level event since 
Serena Williams (Miami, 2013-15)... Cirstea is making 76th WTA 1000 main draw appearance, highlighted by a 
runner-up finish at 2013 Toronto... Cirstea is 0-3 vs. World No.1s with losses to Serena Williams (2013 Roland 
Garros and 2013 Toronto) and Swiatek (2023 Indian Wells) 
 

[6] Marketa Vondrousova (CZE #8) vs. [Q] Greet Minnen (BEL #75)  Vondrousova leads 2-0 
Vondrousova is making her 27th main draw appearance at a WTA 1000 with a semifinal finish at 2020 Rome 
standing as her best result... This time last year, Vondrousova was ranked No.74... Minnen is making her Doha 
main draw debut; this is her third WTA 1000 main draw appearance (also at 2022 Miami and 2022 Madrid)... 
Minnen has one career Top 10 win defeating No.10 Garbiñe Muguruza at 2022 Wimbledon... Minnen is seeking 
first Tour-level win vs. a player from Czech Republic (previously 0-8) 
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