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THURSDAY, JANUARY 26 – SEMIFINALS 

RYBAKINA: Won in straight sets when they met at 2022 Indian Wells… Appearing in SF at Melbourne Park for the first 
time… Struck 35 aces in her five matches so far… Facing third former major champion in a row after beating Swiatek and 
Ostapenko… Last time two Slam winners met at this stage of Australian Open was Osaka versus S.Williams in 2021 

 

AZARENKA: Is the last woman to defend this title after triumphing in 2012-13… Has now won 47 matches here, level with 
Graf in sixth place on the all-time list… Fourth-oldest woman to contest an Australian Open SF in Open Era… Owns 2-0 
career record in SFs at Melbourne Park 
 

LINETTE: All four career Top-10 wins have come at Slams including over No.4 Garcia this fortnight… Is eighth woman in 
Open Era to make Grand Slam SF debut after turning 30… Projected to move to career-high No.22 in the rankings… Is 
third Polish woman to reach Australian Open SF in Open Era 

 

SABALENKA: Dropped seven games in their two previous encounters at 2018 Tianjin and Tokyo Olympics… Contesting 
first SF at Melbourne Park… This fortnight has struck 163 winners and 114 unforced errors… Opened season with title run 
at Adelaide 1 and is now on a nine-match unbeaten streak… Has won all nine matches this season in straight sets 

 

 
 

CLOSER LOOK AT THE SEMIFINALISTS 
 

PLAYER RANK AGE YTD PRIZE $^ 
YTD 
W/L* 

YTD 
TITLES 

CAREER 
PRIZE $^ 

CAREER 
W/L* 

CAREER 
TITLES 

[5] Aryna Sabalenka 5 24 127,100 9-0 1 12,302,010 203-96 11 
[22] Elena Rybakina 25 23 28,895 6-2 0 6,389,853 130-67 3 
[24] Victoria Azarenka 24 33 27,215 7-2 0 34,927,538 525-207 21 
Magda Linette 45 30 149,300 8-2 0 4,301,282 138-144 2 

*entering Australian Open SF / ^Does not include current tournament 

 

[22] ELENA RYBAKINA (KAZ #25) 
Head-to-Head 

1-0 
[24] VICTORIA AZARENKA (#24) 

MAGDA LINETTE (POL #45) 
Head-to-Head 

0-2 
[5] ARYNA SABALENKA (#5) 
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN AND GRAND SLAM RECORDS 
PLAYER AO W-L* AO BEST RESULT* GS W-L* GS BEST RESULT* 

[5] Aryna Sabalenka 13-5 SF (2023) 41-19 
SF (4): Australian Open (2023), Wimbledon (2021), US 

Open (2021-22) 
[22] Elena Rybakina 9-3 SF (2023) 29-12 WON (1): Wimbledon (2022) 
[24] Victoria Azarenka 47-12 WON (2012-13) 153-155 WON (2): Australian Open (2012-13) 
Magda Linette 8-6 SF (2023) 23-29 SF (1): Australian Open (2023) 

*entering Australian Open SF 

 

 

GRAND SLAM SEMIFINAL HISTORIES 

*entering Australian Open SF 

 

 

CAREER GRAND SLAM RECORDS – BY ROUND 

PLAYER R128 R64 R32 R16 QF SF* F W TOTAL* 
[5] Aryna Sabalenka 5 4 4 3 - 4 - - 20 
[22] Elena Rybakina 3 4 3 1 1 1 - 1 14 
[24] Victoria Azarenka 10 7 14 10 9 4 3 2 59 
Magda Linette 17 6 6 - - 1 - - 30 

*includes 2023 Australian Open appearance in total figure 

 

 

POTENTIAL AUSTRALIAN OPEN FINAL HEAD-TO-HEADS 
 

 LINETTE SABALENKA 
RYBAKINA Rybakina leads 1-0 Sabalenka leads 3-0 
AZARENKA Azarenka leads 2-0 Sabalenka leads 3-1 

 

 

PLAYER TOTAL 
GS SF* 

LAST GRAND SLAM SF PLAYED 
(RESULT) 

W-L IN 
GS SF 

W-L IN 
GS F 

[5] Aryna Sabalenka 4 2022 US Open (l. Swiatek) 0-3 - 
[22] Elena Rybakina 2 2022 Wimbledon (d. Halep) 1-0 1-0 
[24] Victoria Azarenka 9 2020 US Open (d. S.Williams) 5-3 2-3 
Magda Linette 1 - - - 
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SEMIFINAL QUICK-HITS 
 

 Two Grand Slam champions remain in the draw, Victoria Azarenka (2) and Elena Rybakina. Aryna Sabalenka 
has reached this stage three times before, while Magda Linette is appearing in her maiden major semifinal 
 

 Azarenka is contesting her third semifinal at Melbourne Park, 11 years after her first. Only four women have had a 
longer gap between first and last Australian Open semifinals: Serena Williams (18), Venus Williams (16), Chris 
Evert (14) and Martina Navratilova (13) 
 

 Sabalenka brings a nine-match, 18-set winning streak into the final four 
 

 Games dropped en route to semifinals: Sabalenka (26), Azarenka (36), Rybakina (36), Linette (44) 
 

 Time spent on court: Sabalenka (7h6m), Rybakina (7h14m), Linette (7h55m) and Azarenka (8h57m) 
 

 Most aces struck among semifinalists: Rybakina (35), Sabalenka (23), Linette (20) and Azarenka (12). Rybakina 
has also hit the joint-fastest serve of the tournament (level with Coco Gauff), firing a 121mph delivery against 
Elisabetta Cocciaretto 
 

 The youngest player remaining is Rybakina (23y, 226d), while Azarenka is the oldest (33y, 182d). Azarenka is the 
fourth-oldest woman in the Open Era to reach an Australian Open semifinal, behind only Serena Williams (2016, 
2017, 2021) Venus Williams (2017) and Mirjana Lucic-Baroni (2017)  
 

 Linette is the eighth woman in the Open Era to make her Grand Slam semifinal debut, following in the footsteps of 
Betty Stove (1977 Wimbledon), Gigi Fernandez (1994 Wimbledon), Nathalie Tauziat (1998 Wimbledon), Flavia 
Pennetta (2013 US Open), Roberta Vinci (2015 US Open), Barbora Strycova (2019 Wimbledon) and Tatjana Maria 
(2022 Wimbledon). Should she beat Sabalenka, she will become the fourth oldest first-time Slam finalist, after Stove 
at 1977 Wimbledon (32y, 9d) and Pennetta (33y, 199d) and Vinci (32y, 206d) at 2015 US Open  
 
 

 

RANKING PROJECTIONS 
 

 Linette is projected to move to a career-best No.22 in the rankings, going as high as No.13 or No.14 by reaching 
the final and No.9 with the title 
 

 Azarenka’s progress ensures she will rise to either No.16 or No.17. By making the finals she will go to No.11 or 
No.9 should she lift the Daphne Akhurst Memorial Cup for a third time 
 

 Sabalenka will move to No.4 if she falls in the semifinals or No.2 by reaching the championship match 
 

 Rybakina can secure a Top-10 debut if she beats Azarenka and Linette fails to make the final. With victory in the 
final, she would move as high as No.8  




































