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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 – DAY 1 
 

Yanina Wickmayer (BEL #72) vs. [13] Elise Mertens (BEL #29) 
First meeting 

Wickmayer is playing in her first WTA 1000 since 2019 Miami; overall this is her 56th WTA 1000 appearance 
with her best result coming at 2011 Indian Wells (SF)... Since the start of 2018 season, is 1-12 vs. Top 50 with 
lone win coming earlier this year at Prague (d. No.38 Zhu Lin)... Mertens has reached the SF twice at WTA 1000 
– 2020 Cinicnnati (NYC) and 2021 Dubai – both on hardcourt... Mertens (along with Storm Hunter) is the top 
seed in the doubles draw; the duo is No.2 on the Race to WTA Finals Leaderboard 

 
[16] Karolina Pliskova (CZE #34) vs. [Q] Ena Shibahara (JPN #589) 

First meeting 

Pliskova is making 78th main draw appearance at WTA 1000 having won titles at 2016 Cincinnati and 2019 
Rome; has also been a five-time runner-up at WTA 1000 tournaments... Pliskova is one of two former WTA 
World No.1s in the draw (along with Azarenka)... Shibahara is making her third main draw appearance in singles 
in her career, seeking her first main draw win... Shibahara is currently ranked No.16 in doubles and has won 
two doubles titles this year  
 

Renata Zarazua (MEX #179) vs. [WC] Eugenie Bouchard (CAN #218) 
Zarazua leads 2-0 

Zarazua won the first two meetings – both at WTA 125 tournaments... Zarazua is making first Tour-level main 
draw appearance in 2023... Bouchard is making her 43rd WTA 1000 appearance with best result coming at 
2014 Wuhan finishing as runner-up... Bouchard was runner-up at the WTA 250 staged in Guadalajara in 2021 
 

Leylah Fernandez (CAN #74) vs. [Q] Asia Muhammad (USA #351) 
First meeting 

Fernandez is making her 19th appearance at a WTA 1000 tournament... Fernandez is one of four Canadians 
in the main draw... Fernandez has won two singles titles, both coming in Mexico at Monterrey (2021, 2022)... 
Muhammad is making her first Tour-level main draw appearance at since 2022 Guadalajara 
 

Sloane Stephens (USA #36) vs. Ann Li (USA #156) 
First meeting 

Stephens is making her 78th appearnace at a WTA 1000 having twice reached the finals winning the title at 
2018 Miami and finishing as runner-up at 2018 Montreal... Stephens was a quarterfinalist latst year at the WTA 
1000 staged in Guadaljara; she also won the title at the WTA 250 staged in Guadalajara... Li is making her ninth 
WTA 1000 appearance... There are 17 Americans in the main draw this week 
































































































