
FINAL MATCH-UPS

PLAYER MATCH 
W-L

PCT SETS 
W-L

PCT GAMES 
W-L

PCT

SABALENKA 1-2 .333 3-5 .375 35-44 .443

SAKKARI 2-1 .667 4-3 .571 41-35 .540

SWIATEK 1-2 .333 3-4 .429 32-36 .471

BADOSA 2-1 .667 4-2 .667 34-27 .557

PLAYER MATCH 
W-L

PCT SETS 
W-L

PCT GAMES 
W-L

PCT

KREJCIKOVA 0-3 .000 2-6 .250 34-38 .472

PLISKOVA 2-1 .667 4-4 .500 33-40 .452

MUGURUZA 2-1 .667 5-3 .625 40-38 .513

KONTAVEIT 2-1 .667 4-2 .667 32-23 .582

AKRON WTA FINALS GUADALAJARA
GUADALAJARA, MEXICO

NOVEMBER 10-17, 2021 | $5,000,000

MATCH NOTES

Seventh time in WTA Finals history round-robin foes have rematched in final... Kontaveit has been 
broken only four times all tournament, half of these coming in her encounter with the Spaniard 

three days ago... Muguruza owns 13-2 main-draw win-loss record on Mexican soil... Kontaveit and 
Muguruza rank first and second for hard-court wins this season

ANETT
KONTAVEIT3-2

HEAD-TO-HEAD RECORDHEAD-TO-HEAD RECORD

GARBIÑE
MUGURUZA

Krejcikova and Siniakova dropped just four games when the teams met during the round robin... 
Winner of the match will determine whether Hsieh or Siniakova finishes the year as doubles No.1... 

Mertens is the only player contesting the final of this tournament for the first time... The Czech duo 
are through to the final of this tournament for the second time in three appearances

HSIEH SU-WEI
ELISE MERTENS1-0

HEAD-TO-HEAD RECORDHEAD-TO-HEAD RECORD

BARBORA KREJCIKOVA
KATERINA SINIAKOVA

86

3

FINAL ROUND ROBIN SINGLES STANDINGS

1

A LOOK AT THE FINALISTS

PLAYER RANK AGE WTAF W/L YTD W/L CAREER W/L YTD PRIZE $ CAREER PRIZE $ YTD TITLES TITLES

[6] Garbiñe Muguruza (ESP) 5 28 8-6 41-17 298-160 $1,276,871 $22,436,672 2 9

[8] Anett Kontaveit (EST) 8 25 3-1 48-16 172-115 $1,158,757 $6,035,470 4 5

FINAL RECORDS
PLAYER TOTAL FINALS* LAST FINAL 2021 FINAL W/L CAREER FINAL W/L

Garbiñe Muguruza 17 2021 Chicago (WON) 2-2 9-7

Anett Kontaveit 13 2021 Cluj-Napoca (WON) 4-1† 5-6†

† 2021 Grampians Trophy final between Kontaveit and Li was shared* Including 2021 WTA Finals



•  This year is the third time since the eight-player, round-robin format was introduced in 2003 that the No.8 seed 
has reached the championship match at the WTA Finals. On the previous two occasions, Vera Zvonareva and Elina 
Svitolina finished runners-up in 2008 and 2019, respectively

•  As both players finished the round-robin stage with a 2-1 record, the champion will be the 10th woman to win the 
WTA Finals after losing a match en route. The previous nine to achieve the feat were Maria Sharapova (2004), Amelie 
Mauresmo (2005), Justine Henin (2006), Kim Clijsters (2010), Serena Williams (2014), Agnieszka Radwanska (2015), 
Dominika Cibulkova (2016), Caroline Wozniacki (2017) and Ashleigh Barty (2019)

•  Anett Kontaveit is the 12th woman to reach the championship match at WTA Finals on debut. Only Serena Williams 
(2001), Maria Sharapova (2004), Petra Kvitova (2011), Dominika Cibulkova (2016) and Ashleigh Barty (2019) won the title 
on their debut, while the runners-up were Tracy Austin (1979), Andrea Jaeger (1981), Lindsay Davenport (1994), Martina 
Hingis (1996), Simona Halep (2014) and Sloane Stephens (2018)

•  At 28 years old, Garbiñe Muguruza is bidding to become the oldest champion since Serena Williams in 2014

•  After her three wins here, Muguruza owns a 13-2 main-draw record on Mexican soil, having won titles at Monterrey in 
2018 and 2019

•  Kontaveit has won 90.2% of her service games here, up on her season average of 73.3%. Across her four matches, the 
Estonian has dropped serve four times (twice against Muguruza in their round-robin match) and faced only 11 break 
points

•  Kontaveit is one of six players to have made their Top-10 debut this season. The other five are Iga Swiatek, Barbora 
Krejcikova, Maria Sakkari and Paula Badosa and Ons Jabeur

PLAYER Aces DF Service Pts Won Service Games Won BP Saved Return Points Won Return Games won

[6] Garbiñe Muguruza (ESP) 23 12 62.1% 83.3% 70.4% 40.4% 25.5%

[8] Anett Kontaveit (EST) 22 12 68.6% 90.2% 63.6% 40.1% 25.6%

BY THE NUMBERS

• Most singles titles (5): Ashleigh Barty (Yarra Valley Classic, Miami, Stuttgart, Wimbledon, Cincinnati)

• Most doubles titles (5): Shuko Aoyama and Ena Shibahara (Abu Dhabi, Yarra Valley Classic, Miami, Eastbourne, 
Cleveland), Katerina Siniakova (Gippsland Trophy, Madrid, Roland-Garros, Olympics, Moscow)

• Singles-doubles sweep (3): Ashleigh Barty at Stuttgart (w/Jennifer Brady), Coco Gauff at Parma (w/Catherine McNally) 
and Barbora Krejcikova at Roland-Garros (w/Katerina Siniakova)

• Fewest games dropped en route to a title (20): Paula Badosa (Belgrade)

• Lowest-ranked title winner (No.198): Elena-Gabriela Ruse (Hamburg)

• Youngest title winner (17): Coco Gauff, Parma

• Oldest title winner (33): Andrea Petkovic, Cluj-Napoca

• Most wins (48): Anett Kontaveit, Ons Jabeur

• Most Top-10 wins (9): Maria Sakkari

• Longest winning streak (15): Barbora Krejcikova (Strasbourg - 5, Roland-Garros - 7, Wimbledon - 3)

• Aces leader (387): Karolina Pliskova

• Most aces in a match (24): Karolina Pliskova (d. Anisimova 7-5 6-7(5) 7-6(7) – US Open, 2r)

• Top 10 debuts (6): Iga Swiatek (at No.9 on May 17), Barbora Krejcikova (at No.10 on August 9), Maria Sakkari (at No.10 on 
September 27), Ons Jabeur (at No.9 on October 18), Anett Kontaveit (at No.8 on November 1), Paula Badosa (at No.10 
on November 8)

• Longest Match: 3h 55m - Kristina Kucova d. Ekaterine Gorgodze 6-7(4) 7-6(7) 7-6(3) (Gdynia QF)

A SNAPSHOT OF THE SEASON
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YEAR CHAMPION RUNNER-UP SCORE

2019 [1] Ashleigh Barty (AUS #1) [8] Elina Svitolina (UKR #8) 6-4 6-3

2018 [6] Elina Svitolina (UKR #7) [5] Sloane Stephens (USA #6) 3-6 6-2 6-2

2017 [6] Caroline Wozniacki (DEN #6) [5] Venus Williams (USA #5) 6-4 6-4

2016 [7] Dominika Cibulkova (SVK #8) [1] Angelique Kerber (GER #1) 6-3 6-4

2015 [5] Agnieszka Radwanska (POL #6) [4] Petra Kvitova (CZE #5) 6-2 4-6 6-3

2014 [1] Serena Williams (USA #1) [4] Simona Halep (ROU #4) 6-3 6-0

2013 [1] Serena Williams (USA #1) [4] Li Na (CHN #5) 2-6 6-3 6-0

2012 [3] Serena Williams (USA #3) [2] Maria Sharapova (RUS #2) 6-4 6-3

2011 [3] Petra Kvitova (CZE #3) [4] Victoria Azarenka (BLR #4) 7-5 4-6 6-3

2010 [3] Kim Clijsters (BEL #4) [1] Caroline Wozniacki (DEN #1) 6-3 5-7 6-3

2009 [2] Serena Williams (USA #2) [7] Venus Williams (USA #7) 6-2 7-6(4)

2008 [7] Venus Williams (USA #8) [8] Vera Zvonareva (RUS #9) 6-7(5) 6-0 6-2

2007 [1] Justine Henin (BEL #1) [6] Maria Sharapova (RUS #6) 5-7 7-5 6-3

2006 [3] Justine Henin (BEL #3) [1] Amelie Mauremso (FRA #1) 6-4 6-3

2005 [4] Amelie Mauresmo (#4) [5] Mary Pierce (FRA #5) 5-7 7-6(3) 6-4

2004 [6] Maria Sharapova (RUS #6) [7] Serena Williams (USA #8) 4-6 6-2 6-4

2003 [1] Kim Clijsters (BEL #1) [4] Amelie Mauresmo (FRA #6) 6-2 6-0

2002 [5] Kim Clijsters (BEL #6) [1] Serena Williams (BEL #1) 7-5 6-3

2001 [7] Serena Williams (USA #10) [2] Lindsay Davenport (USA #2) W/O

2000 [1] Martina Hingis (SUI #1) [3] Monica Seles (USA #4) 6-7(4) 6-4 6-4

SINGLES FINALS SINCE 2000

YEAR CHAMPIONS RUNNER-UPS SCORE

2019 [3] Babos (HUN)/Mladenovic (FRA) [2] Hsieh (TPE)/Strycova (CZE) 6-1 6-3

2018 [2] Babos (HUN)/Mladenovic (FRA) [1] Krejcikova (CZE)/Siniakova (CZE) 6-4 7-5

2017 [3] Babos (HUN)/Sestini Hlavackova (CZE) [8] Bertens (NED)/Larsson (SWE) 4-6 6-4 10-5

2016 [4] Makarova (RUS)/Vesnina (RUS) [3] Mattek-Sands (USA)/Safarova (CZE) 7-6(5) 6-3

2015 [1] Hingis (SUI)/Mirza (IND) [8] Muguruza (ESP)/Suarez Navarro (ESP) 6-3 6-0

2014 [3] Black (ZIM)/Mirza (IND) [2] Hsieh (TPE)/Peng (CHN) 6-1 6-0

2013 [2] Hsieh(TPE)/Peng(CHN) [4] Makarova (RUS)/Vesnina(RUS) 6-4 7-5

2012 [4] Kirilenko (RUS)/Petrova (RUS) [2] Hlavackova (CZE)/Hradecka (CZE) 6-1 6-4

2011 [2] Huber (USA)/Raymond (USA) [1] Peschke (CZE)/Srebotnik (SLO) 6-4 6-4

2010 [1] Dulko (ARG)/Pennetta (ITA) [2] Peschke (CZE)/Srebotnik (SLO) 7-5 6-4

DOUBLES FINALS SINCE 2010
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Player W-L* Best Result
Anett Kontaveit 48-16 Champion: Cleveland, Ostrava, Moscow, 

Cluj-Napoca

Ons Jabeur 48-19 Champion: Birmingham

Aryna Sabalenka 45-18 Champion: Abu Dhabi, Madrid

Barbora Krejcikova 44-16 Champion: Strasbourg, Roland-Garros, Prague

Paula Badosa 43-17 Champion: Belgrade, Indian Wells

Ashleigh Barty 42-8 Champion: Yarra Valley Classic, Miami, Stuttgart, 
Wimbledon, Cincinnati

Garbiñe Muguruza 41-17 Champion: Dubai, Chicago 500

MOST MAIN-DRAW WINS

Player WTAF Aces Season Aces^
 Karolina Pliskova 23 387

Garbiñe Muguruza 23 172

Paula Badosa 23 215

Anett Kontaveit 22 227

Maria Sakkari 20 254

Aryna Sabalenka 19 357

Barbora Krejcikova 14 198

Iga Swiatek 4 124

aceING CANCER

* Not including Billie Jean King Cup matches

^ Not including aces during Olympic Games tennis tournament

Regardless of her result in the final, Garbiñe Muguruza 
will finish the season at No.3 in the rankings - her 
highest year-end ranking since 2017. 
 
Anett Kontaveit is projected to rise to a career-high 
No.7, and No.6 if she lifts the Billie Jean King Trophy on 
Wednesday evening.

PATRIOT GAMES

Anett Kontaveit has won more matches (39) and 
tournaments (four) on hard courts than any other 
player this season. Her opponent in the final, Garbiñe 
Muguruza, has also impressed on the surface, posting 
34 victories and lifting titles at Dubai and Chicago.

HARD TO BEAT

For the seventh time in the tournament’s history, both 
finalists are coming from same group. 
 
In four of the previous six, the loser of the round-robin 
match has exacted revenge in the final, most recently 
in 2016, when Dominika Cibulkova upset World No.1 
Angelique Kerber to lift the title. 

WE MEET AGAIN

Year Champion Runner-up RR Result
2016 Cibulkova Kerber Kerber d. Cibulkova 76 26 63

2014 S.Williams Halep Halep d. S.Williams 60 62

2009 S.Williams V.Williams S.Williams d. V.Williams 57 64 76

2006 Henin Mauresmo Mauresmo d. Henin 46 76 62

2005 Mauresmo Pierce Pierce d. Mauresmo 26 64 62

2003 Clijsters Mauresmo Clijsters d. Mauresmo 36 64 64

The WTA and WTA Charities launched the third annual 
ACEing Cancer campaign at the beginning of October 
to support women’s health and wellness with proceeds 
raised and donated to the fight against women’s 
cancers. 
 
WTA Charities will be adding an additional $100 per ace 
hit at the AKRON WTA Finals by both singles players and 
doubles teams. Lead sponsor AKRON has also joined 
the campaign, with a $150 donation made for every ace 
going to local charity, Cruz Rosa.

The WTA Finals has been won by 23 women from  14 
different countries. However, the progress of Garbiñe 
Muguruza and Anett Kontaveit guarantees that a new 
nationality will triumph this year. 
 
Muguruza is bidding to go one better than 1993 runner-
up Arantxa Sánchez Vicario and lift the title. Kontaveit, 
meanwhile, is first player ever to qualify for the season-
ending finale from Estonia.

RANKINGS WATCH

Player W-L Winning %
Anett Kontaveit 39-11 .780

Garbiñe Muguruza 34-12 .739

Elina Svitolina 31-13 .705

Marketa Vondrousova 29-12 .707

Maria Sakkari 28-15 .651
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PLAYER MATCH 
W-L

PCT SETS 
W-L

PCT GAMES 
W-L

PCT

AOYAMA
SHIBAHARA

2-1 .667 5-2 .714 34-25 .576

MELICHAR-MARTINEZ
SCHUURS

2-1 .667 4-3 .571 32-27 .542

STOSUR
ZHANG

1-2 .333 3-5 .375 33-35 .485

JURAK
KLEPAC

1-2 .333 3-5 .375 28-35 .444

PLAYER MATCH 
W-L

PCT SETS 
W-L

PCT GAMES 
W-L

PCT

KREJCIKOVA
SINIAKOVA

3-0 1.00 6-1 .857 37-22 .627

HSIEH
MERTENS

2-1 .667 4-2 .667 30-30 .500

GUARACHI
KRAWCZYK

1-2 .333 3-5 .375 35-30 .538

FICHMAN
OLMOS

0-3 .000 1-6 .143 24-32 .429

A LOOK AT THE FINALISTS
PLAYER RANK TOURN 

W/L
YTD W/L CAREER W/L YTD PRIZE $ CAREER PRIZE $ YTD TITLES TITLES

[1] Barbora Krejcikova (CZE) 3 7-3 39-10 287-118 3,356,883 6,327,132 4 10

[1] Katerina Siniakova (CZE) 2 7-3 43-10 246-121 1,064,914 7,291,246 5 13

[3] Hsieh Su-Wei (TPE) 1 10-3 27-12 524-267 1,325,910 10,001,652 2 30

[3] Elise Mertens (BEL) 16 4-4 33-13 269-119 2,013,133 9,093,336 4 14

DOUBLES ROUND ROBIN STANDINGS

RANKING PROJECTIONSUNBLEMISHED RECORD
Hsieh Su-Wei overtook partner Elise Mertens at the 
top of the doubles rankings prior to the start of the 
tournament. To hold on to it she must win the final, 
otherwise Katerina Siniakova will finish the year as WTA 
Doubles World No.1. 
 
All four finalists have held the coveted ranking at some 
point in their careers:

Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina Siniakova won all 
three of their round-robin matches. The two previous 
occasions the doubles competiton at the WTA Finals 
adopted a round-robin format (2015 and 2019), the 
champions went through the tournament unbeaten. 
 

Player First week Total weeks
 Hsieh Su-Wei May 12, 2014 48

Katerina Siniakova October 22, 2018 33

Barbora Krejcikova October 22, 2018 19

Elise Mertens May 10, 2021 13

MISS CONSISTANT
Hsieh Su-Wei has appeared in the WTA Finals on three 
other occasions, reaching the final each time. On her 
debut in 2013, she won the title alongside Peng Shuai, 
finishing runner-up with the same partner 12 months 
later. She returned in 2019, this time losing in the final 
alongside Barbora Krejcikova. 
 

Both Hsieh and Siniakova have previously ended the 
season at the summit of the WTA rankings. Hsieh did so 
last season, while Siniakova and her partner Krejcikova 
achieved the feat in 2018.
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DOUBLES NOTES: AKRON WTA FINALS GUADALAJARA 
GUADALAJARA, MEXICO  | NOVEMBER 10-17, 2021 | $5,000,000 | WTA FINALS 

[1] BARBORA KREJCIKOVA (CZE #1) / KATERINA SINIAKOVA (CZE #2)
KREJCIKOVA SINIAKOVA 
Plays Right-handed Plays Right-handed 
Date of Birth (Age) Dec. 18, 1995 (25) Date of Birth (Age) May 10, 1996 (25) 
Height 5’ 10’’ (1.78m) Height 5’ 9’’ (1.74m) 
Career-High Ranking No.1 (Oct. 22, 2018) Career-High Ranking No.1 (Oct. 22, 2018) 
Career Prize Money $6,327,132 Career Prize Money $7,291,246 
Season Prize Money $3,356,883 Season Prize Money $1,064,914 
YTD / Career Doubles Titles 4 / 10 YTD / Career Doubles Titles 5 / 13 
WTA Finals W-L (best) 7-3 (R-Up 2018) WTA Finals W-L (best) 7-3 (R-Up 2018)
YTD / Career W-L 39-10 / 287-118 YTD / Career W-L 43-10 / 246-121
Coach Ales Kartus Coach Dmitri Siniakov 

2021 TEAM HISTORY: 
Titles (4): Gippsland Trophy, Madrid, Roland Garros, Olympics 

R-Up (1): 2021 – Australian Open

W-L record: 38-9

• Seeded No.1 this week, having also been seeded as the No.1 team at the WTA Finals in 2018 at Singapore

• Qualified for the WTA Finals in 2018 (l. Babos/Mladenovic in F) and 2019 (went 1-2 in round robin stage)

• Three-time Grand Slam champions, lifting the trophies at Roland Garros in 2018 (d. Hozumi/Ninomiya in F) and 

2021 (d. Mattek-Sands/Swiatek in F), and Wimbledon in 2018 (d. Melichar/Peschke in F)

• Also won the girls’ doubles title at Roland-Garros, Wimbledon and US Open all in 2013

• Made their Tour-level debut together at 2014 Bad Gastein (l. Ormaechea/Pfizenmaier in 1r)

• Advanced to their first SF as a pair at 2016 Roland-Garros (l. d. Hingis/Mirza and Sestini Hlavackova/Hradecka 

before falling to the eventual runners-up Makarova/Vesnina)

• Captured their first titles as a team at the Grand Slam level, winning back-to-back majors at 2018 Roland 

Garros and Wimbledon. Became the first pairing to complete the Roland Garros-Wimbledon double since Kim 

Clijsters and Ai Sugiyama won both titles in 2003

• Also reached the SFs at US Open in 2018 (l. Barty/Vandeweghe). In 2017, Siniakova reached the doubles final 

at Flushing Meadows (w/Hradecka, l. L.Chan/Hingis)

• Advanced to one final in 2020, lifting the trophy at Shenzhen (d. Y.Duan/S.Zheng in F), where they reached 

their first doubles final as a team in 2018 (l. Begu/Halep)

• Voted as the WTA Doubles Team of the Year for 2018

• Krejcikova’s career record in doubles finals sits at 10-9, while Siniakova holds a 13-13 record

• In singles, Krejcikova is enjoying her best season to date in 2021, finishing R-Up at Dubai, lifting her maiden 

title at Strasbourg, capturing the Roland-Garros singles title and a third title of the season at Prague – currently 

sits at career-high No.3. Siniakova is the owner of two WTA singles titles (2017 Shenzhen and 2017 Bastad), 

and most recently reached the final at Bad Homburg (l. Kerber in F), and has climbed as high as No.31

(October 22, 2018) 
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[3] HSIEH SU-WEI (TPE #1) / ELISE MERTENS (BEL #4)
HSIEH MERTENS 
Plays Right-handed Plays Right-handed 
Date of Birth (Age) Jan. 4, 1986 (35) Date of Birth (Age) Nov. 17, 1995 (25) 
Height 5’ 7’’ (1.69m) Height 5’ 10’’ (1.79) 
Career-High Ranking No.1 (May 12, 2014) Career-High Ranking No.1 (May 10, 2021) 
Career Prize Money $10,001,652 Career Prize Money $9,093,336 
Season Prize Money $1,325,910 Season Prize Money $2,013,133 
YTD / Career Doubles Titles 2 / 30 YTD / Career Doubles Titles 4 / 14 
WTA Finals W-L (best) 10-4 (WON 2013) WTA Finals W-L (best) 4-4 (QF 2018, RR 2019)
YTD / Career W-L 27-12 / 524-267 YTD / Career W-L 33-13 / 269-119
Coach Frederic Aniere/Cheng-Yin Hsieh Coach Robbe Ceyssens 

2021 TEAM HISTORY: 
Champions (2): Wimbledon, Indian Wells 
SF (1): Birmingham 

QF (2): US Open, Chicago 500 

R16 (1): Rome, Madrid, Roland-Garros, Cincinnati 
W-L record: 22-7

• Hsieh/Mertens teamed up for the first time earlier this year, contesting Madrid (after 1r bye, l. Ostapenko/

Pavlyuchenkova)

• 2021 WTA Finals will be their 10th event together – they have won two titles this season to secure qualification, 

at Wimbledon (d. Kudermetova/Vesnina in F – saved 2MP) and Indian Wells (d. Kudermetova/Rybakina)

• Other key results this year have been making SF at Birmingham (l. Jabeur/Perez – held 5MP) and reaching the 

QFs at US Open (l. Gauff/McNally) and Chicago (l. Melichar-Martinez/Schuurs via w/o)

• This is their debut at the WTA Finals as a team however both have qualified with different partners

• Hsieh has reached the title match every time she has qualified for the WTA Finals, winning the event in 2013 

(w/Peng Shuai) and finishing as R-Up in 2014 (w/Peng Shuai, l. Black/Mirza) and 2019 (w/Strycova, l.

Babos/Mladenovic)

• Mertens qualified in 2018 (w/Schurrs) and 2019 (w/Sabalenka) and fell in group stage on both occasions

• Hsieh Su-Wei is the current World No.1 in doubles – this is week is her 47th week in the top spot. She first 

achieved the doubles No.1 on May 12, 2014

• Mertens has also been ranked No.1 in doubles – she has spent 13 weeks in the elite position, first achieving 

this on May 16, 2021

• Hsieh, after winning Wimbledon title two years ago, reclaimed the doubles World No.1 position for the first time 

in over five years, overtaking the position from then-partner Strycova

• Mertens rose to prominence on the doubles court alongside Sabalenka in 2019, winning 10 straight matches to 

capture the Indian Wells-Miami ‘Sunshine Double’ – the fifth team in history to achieve the feat

• Hsieh owns 30 doubles titles in total – this is the fifth most among active players, trailing Latisha Chan in fourth 

on 33

• Both are accomplished singles players; Hsieh owns three WTA titles and has a career-high ranking of No.23, 

while Mertens has six titles to her name and rose to No.12 at the end of 2018 




