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THE WTA

I. INTRODUCTION

A. DESCRIPTION

The Women’s Tennis Association (“WTA”) is an international award competi-
tion open to all women tennis players.

The tournaments comprising the WTA (“WTA Tournaments”) are connected 
by a points system in which players earn ranking points based on a tourna-
ment’s category and the player’s performance.

B. ADMINISTRATION

The WTA is administered and governed by the WTA Tour, Inc. (“WTA Tour” 
or “WTA”), a US registered corporation whose members are the players, 
its recognized Premier and International tournaments worldwide, and the 
International Tennis Federation (“ITF”).  The Chief Executive Officer (“CEO”) 
of the WTA Tour is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the WTA.  
The Board of Directors of the WTA Tour is comprised of three (3) Player 
Board Representatives, three (3) Tournament Board Representatives, one (1) 
ITF Board Representative, and the CEO.  The Board of Directors is responsible 
for establishing the long-term strategic plan for the WTA.  Alternate Board 
Representatives for each member class may also attend Board of Directors 
meetings as determined by the CEO.

C. RULES

In accordance with the rules set forth in this WTA Official Rulebook (“Rulebook”), 
as amended from time to time (“Rules”), the WTA Tour selects and schedules 
WTA Tournaments and is responsible for the resolution of any matter of 
dispute pertaining to the WTA, including imposition of penalties on players, 
WTA Tournaments, tournament officials, player relatives and representatives, 
coaches, and other credentialed persons.

The ITF Rules of Tennis shall apply to all WTA Tournaments except as amended 
by the Rules.  An excerpt of the ITF Rules of Tennis is set forth in Appendix G.  
For the complete and current ITF Rules of Tennis, please visit www.itftennis.
com/officiating/rulebooks/rules-of-tennis. 

The Rules may be altered, amended, or repealed by the WTA pursuant to 
the WTA By-Laws.  Capitalized terms which are used but not defined in the 
Rulebook have the meanings set forth in Section XVI - Code of Conduct and 
the Glossary appearing in Appendix E. The headings and titles to the Sections 
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contained herein are inserted solely for convenience purposes and shall not 
affect the meaning or construction of the Rules.

Any action of the WTA Tour pursuant to these Rules or otherwise with respect 
to the WTA shall be deemed effective only when the parties affected thereby 
shall have been sent notice of the action, or, in the case of any action of gen-
eral applicability, notice thereof shall have been published in a manner that 
will ensure wide circulation.  PlayerZone and TournamentZone postings and 
Player and Tournament Alerts shall be considered official forms of WTA com-
munication with its members.

The WTA may impose appropriate sanctions, including monetary sanctions, 
upon any person or entity subject to these Rules who participates in or aids 
and abets any violation of these Rules.  Any violations of these Rules which do 
not specify a process for imposition of a penalty shall be decided by the CEO 
and such decision of the CEO may be appealed to the Board of Directors.

All monetary terms are in United States dollars unless otherwise stated.

English is the official language of the WTA.

D. TOURNAMENT ACCEPTANCES

Entries and acceptances for all Tournaments shall be the responsibility of the 
WTA.  With the exception of the Grand Slams and unless otherwise provided 
for in these Rules, the WTA is obligated to provide players to WTA Tournaments 
in accordance with the formula set forth in Section VI - Player Commitment.

E. TOUR YEARS

For the purposes of these Rules, the  WTA has been organized into Tour Years.  
The “Tour Year” commences the day immediately following the final day of 
the WTA Finals and extends through the final day of the WTA Finals the fol-
lowing calendar year.

F. WORLD CHAMPION

The ITF World Champion will be determined by the ITF in consultation with 
the WTA.  Selection will be based primarily on WTA Rankings and will take into 
account performances in the Fed Cup and, in a Summer Olympics year, the 
Olympic tennis event.
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G. WTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Directors

• Adam Barrett (Tournament Class Director)
• Peter-Michael Reichel (Tournament Class Director)
• Jorge Salkeld del Solar (Tournament Class Director)
• Gary Brody (Player Class Director)
• Lisa Grattan (Player Class Director)
• Vanessa Webb (Player Class Director)
• David Haggerty (Federation Class Director)
• Steve Simon (Chairman & Chief Executive Officer)

Alternate Directors & Observers

• Gavin Ziv (Tournament Class Alternate)
• Dianne Hayes (Player Class Alternate)
• Kris Dent (Federation Class Alternate)
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II. TOP 10 PLAYER LIST

A. COMPOSITION AND ORDER

1. Top 10 List  

 The “Top 10 List” shall consist of the ten (10) highest-ranked singles play-
ers as of the WTA Rankings produced immediately following the previous 
year’s WTA Finals (“Top 10 Players”).  The order of the list shall follow the 
ranking order without consideration for Special Rankings. 

 The order of the Top 10 List shall be used for the purposes of (a) the Player 
Commitment Formula; (b) Incentive Monies; and (c) the Prize Money 
Policy.

2. Minimum Age Requirement

 Although qualified by ranking, a player may not be named a Top 10 
Player until the year of her 17th birthday.  (See Section XV.A.2.a.vii.)

3. Elevation of Players

 a. If any of the following occurs with respect to a Top 10 Player:

 i. Withdraws from two (2) consecutive Tournaments due to medi-
cal reasons; 

 ii. Informs the WTA she will be out of competition for a minimum 
of eight (8) consecutive weeks;

 iii. Retires from the WTA; or 

 iv. Is suspended,

  then solely for the purposes of the Player Commitment Formula and 
incentives, the next highest ranked player (as of the WTA Rankings 
immediately following the end of the Tour Year) who is not already 
on the Top 10 List shall be immediately temporarily elevated 
and each player on the Top 10 List in a position which is below 
the injured/ill/retired/suspended player shall also be immediately 
elevated one (1) position on the list, for so long as the injured/ill/
suspended player remains unable to play singles, or in the case of a 
retired player, for the remainder of the Tour Year.

  While a player is elevated, she shall be eligible for the Top 20 Wild 
Card and it will not count against her annual Wild Card limit.
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   b. While temporarily elevated, a player shall be entitled to incentive 
payments for playing Tournaments for which the Player Commitment 
Formula has not been met; but she shall not be subject to any of the 
additional or increased minimum commitment requirements or 
other restrictions.

 c. If, at anytime, it is determined that a Top 10 Player will be unable 
to compete for the remainder of a Tour Year, the Worldwide 
Tournament Directors may mutually agree with the WTA, in consul-
tation with the Player Board Representatives, to add an additional 
player to the Top 10 List.  Such player’s minimum commitment 
requirements and the compensation available to such player shall be 
pro-rated based on the time of the elevation.

B. MINIMUM TOURNAMENT REQUIREMENTS

1. Commitment Tournaments  

 Top 10 Players must commit to specific WTA Tournaments, exclusive 
of the Grand Slams, WTA Finals, and WTA Elite Trophy (“Commitment 
Tournaments”), as outlined below.

 *  A Top 10 Player must commit to each Premier 5 Tournament at least once every other 
Tour Year. For tournaments that alternate Premier 5 status, the commitment will stay 
with the Premier 5 status.

 2. Additional Tournaments 

 A Top 10 Player must play two (2) Premier 700 Tournaments each Tour 
Year.  

 
3. Top 10 Player Entry Rules

 Subject to the Age Eligibility Rule and the International Prize Money 
Policy, a Top 10 Player will be accepted into the Main Draw of any 
WTA Tournament entered by the entry deadline, regardless of her 
ranking. (See Section VI.D. for additional rules regarding International 
Tournament entries.)

12

PLAYERS
SECTION II - TOP 10 PLAYER LIST

Tournament Category Commitment

Premier Mandatory 4

Premier 5* 4

TOTAL 8



C. COMPENSATION

 Top 10 Players shall be entitled to the following compensation payments, 
provided they play all of the Tournaments in each of the categories 
below:

 *  To be eligible for the Premier 5 compensation payment, a player must play in four (4) 
Premier 5 Tournaments. 

 **  To be eligible for the 9th Premier Mandatory/Premier 5 Super Bonus, a player must 
play in all four (4) Premier Mandatory and all five (5) Premier 5 Tournaments. 

D. COMMITMENT DEADLINES AND RULES

1. Player Commitment Due Dates

 Top 10 Players are required to submit their minimum Commitment 
Tournaments, using a Player Commitment Form, to the WTA Operations 
Department (“WTA Operations”) by the Monday before the Main Draw 
Entry Deadline for the first Tournament of the following Tour Year.

2. Failure to Submit

 If a Top 10 Player does not submit all of her minimum Commitment 
Tournaments by the due date, she will remain on the Top 10 List and will 
continue to be bound by the obligations of a Top 10 Player.  In addition, 
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Top 10 List 
Position

Premier 
Mandatory 

Premier 5* 9th Premier 
Mandatory/Premier

5 Super Bonus**
1 $450,000 $450,000 $100,000

2 $300,000 $300,000 $100,000

3 $300,000 $300,000 $50,000

4 $200,000 $200,000 $50,000

5 $200,000 $200,000 $50,000

6 $150,000 $150,000 $50,000

7 $100,000 $100,000 $25,000

8 $100,000 $100,000 $25,000

9 $100,000 $100,000 $25,000

10 $100,000 $100,000 $25,000



she will be automatically subject to the following penalties and provi-
sions:

 a. She will forfeit all rights to any Bonus Pool compensation;

 b. She will not be eligible to receive singles Wild Cards into any WTA 
Tournament;

 c. She will be subject to withdrawal fines based on her position on the 
Top 10 List;

 d. She will not be entitled to use medical withdrawals under Section 
III.B.4.; 

 e. She will continue to count for Player Commitment; however, an addi-
tional player will also be added to the Top 10 List, based on year-end 
ranking;

 f. She will not be eligible to play in International Tournaments under 
sub-Section 5 below; and

 g. For the purposes of the International Prize Money Policy acceptance 
order, she will be co-listed as the second player in the 10th  position.

3. Entries After the Entry Deadline

 A Top 10 Player will not be permitted to enter a Tournament after the 
entry deadline, but will be eligible for unlimited Wild Cards.

4. Withdrawals

 Once a Top 10 Player enters a Tournament, the player may not withdraw 
those entries to enter another WTA or ITF event scheduled in the same 
week.  Notwithstanding any provision in this Section, all players will con-
tinue to be subject to applicable Late Withdrawal fines (See  Section III.B).  
See also Section II.F - Suspension Rule.

5. Play Down Restrictions

 a. Top 10 Players may play one (1) International Tournament in each 
half of the Tour Year (with July 1st designated as the beginning 
of the second half of the Tour Year), provided they play all of their 
Commitment Tournaments in the previous half of the Tour Year or  
are excused under the Suspension Rule (Section II.F) or the On-Site 
Exception Rule (Section III.B.4.c) for any Commitment Tournaments 
not played.
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  In addition, Top 10 Players who were on the 2018 Top 10 List and 
played four (4) Premier Mandatory Tournaments, four (4) Premier 
5 Tournaments, and two (2) Premier 700 Tournaments in 2018 
and new Top 10 Players in 2019 may play a third International 
Tournament any time during the Tour Year provided that: 

 i. At the time of entry (whether by direct acceptance or Wild Card) 
into the third International Tournament, the Top 10 Player has 
already entered two (2) International Tournaments (one in each 
half of the Tour Year) and two (2) Premier 700 Tournaments;

 ii. At the time of entry (whether by direct acceptance or Wild Card) 
into the third International Tournament, either (i) no other Top 
10 Player has entered the International Tournament; or (ii) no 
more than one (1) Top 10 Player has entered the International 
Tournament if the Tournament has already announced increased 
prize money of at least $500,000 in advance in accordance with the 
International Prize Money Policy (for 2019, by January 1, 2019);

 iii. The Top 10 Player plays no more than two (2) International 
Tournaments in either half of the Tour Year; and

 iv. If the Top 10 Player plays two (2) International Tournaments in 
one half of the Tour Year and zero (0) International Tournaments 
in the other half of the Tour Year, she is not permitted to play 
a third International Tournament in the following Tour Year 
(unless she had a Long Term Injury that prevented her from 
playing an International Tournament in one half of the year), but 
may play two (2) International Tournaments in accordance with 
this Section II.D.5.a if she is eligible.

  If she meets the above requirements, a Top 10 Player may enter a 
third International Tournament any time beginning the day after the 
Top 10 Commitment Deadline (See Section II.D.1), and first to enter 
rules apply.

 b. Top 10 Players may not enter, accept a Wild Card, or compete in sin-
gles or doubles in a WTA 125K.

 c. In any weeks in which a Premier Mandatory or Premier 5 Tournament 
is scheduled, Top 10 Players may not play in any other WTA 
Tournaments.

 d. These play down restrictions shall apply whether a player plays sin-
gles or doubles. 
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E. INCENTIVE PAYMENTS

1. Basis

 When Top 10 Players are notified by the WTA that a Premier 5 Tournament’s 
Player Commitment Formula has not been met and the player’s entry is 
needed for Player Commitment at that Tournament, the player shall 
have the right to earn extra compensation (“Incentive Payments”) by 
playing in a Premier 5 Tournament that is not part of her Commitment 
Tournaments and does not qualify the player for a Bonus Pool payment 
(“Non-Commitment Tournament”).  

2. Availability

 Once the WTA issues a notice of available Incentive Compensation, sub-
ject to Section 4 below, the Incentive Payment shall be made to the first 
eligible player who subsequently enters or accepts the Top 20 Wild Card 
and fulfills the Player Commitment Formula. 

3. Amount

4. Multiple Players Vying for Incentive Payments

 If two (2) or more players respond to the notice of available Incentive 
Compensation by entering a Non-Commitment Tournament and both 
are eligible for an Incentive Payment, the Incentive Payment shall be 
distributed as follows:

 a. If notification from the WTA occurs more than seven (7) days prior to 
the first day of the Main Draw of the Non-Commitment Tournament, 
to the highest listed Top 10 Player who subsequently enters or 
accepts the Top 20 Wild Card into the Tournament within 48 hours 
of notification from the WTA.  After 48 hours, to the first player 
who enters or accepts the Top 20 Wild Card who fulfills the Player 
Commitment Formula.

 b. If notification occurs seven (7) days or less prior to the first day of the 
Main Draw of the Non-Commitment Tournament, to the first player 
who subsequently enters or accepts the Top 20 Wild Card who fulfills 
the Player Commitment Formula. 
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Non-Commitment 
Tournament Added

Position on 
Top 10 List 

Amount of 
Incentive

Premier 5 1-10 $50,000



F. SUSPENSION RULE

 A Top 10 Player who, for any reason, fails to compete at a Premier 
Mandatory or Premier 5 Tournament that is part of her Commitment (a 
“Missed Tournament”) will be required to perform Option 1 or Option 2 
below unless (i) her failure to play is the result of an absence from play in 
any form of women’s professional tennis, including WTA  Tournaments, 
Grand Slams, Fed Cup, Women’s ITF World Tennis Tour events, and any 
Exhibition/Non-WTA Event (“Professional Tennis”), due to injury or illness 
for at least eight (8) consecutive weeks during the Tour Year (“Long Term 
Injury”), or (ii) the Missed Tournament is part of a continuous absence 
from play in Professional Tennis and the player previously completed 
her ACES activities at the first Missed Tournament to occur during that 
absence. 

1. Player Options

 a. The player may choose either:

 i. Option 1: Attend the Missed Tournament and perform 
ACES activities on a date designated by the WTA, in its sole dis-
cretion (maximum time commitment at the Missed Tournament 
will be 24 hours); or

 ii. Option 2: Perform ACES activities on one (1) of three (3) alter-
nate dates outside of the Missed Tournament (“Alternate 
Dates”) designated by the WTA in consultation with the Missed 
Tournament.

 b. Under either Option 1 or 2, the ACES Time Commitment shall be as 
set forth on Section IV.A.2.; however, the specific activities shall be 
designated by the WTA in consultation with the Missed Tournament.

 c. Under Option 2, the ACES activities shall be performed at the loca-
tion(s) upon which the Missed Tournament and WTA mutually agree 
in their sole, reasonable discretion in consultation with the player.

 
2. Procedures

 a. Ten (10) days before each Premier Mandatory and Premier 5 
Tournament (or on an earlier date if requested by the WTA), 
the Tournament shall provide the WTA with three (3) Alternate 
Dates on which a Top 10 Player can complete her ACES activi-
ties if she is unable to compete in the Tournament.  At least one 
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(1) of the Alternate Dates shall be during the week before the 
Missed Tournament in the following year, unless there is a Premier 
Mandatory or Premier 5 Tournament scheduled in such week.

 b. When a Top 10 Player notifies the WTA of her withdrawal from a Premier 
Mandatory or Premier 5 Commitment Tournament, the WTA shall 
inform the player by email, with a copy to her agent, of (i) the date 
she can perform her ACES at the Missed Tournament (Option 1); or 
(ii) three (3) Alternate Dates from which she can select one (1) day to 
perform her ACES (Option 2).

 c. Within forty-eight (48) hours of receiving the email from the WTA, the 
player shall notify the WTA whether she will perform her ACES on the 
date during the Missed Tournament (Option 1); or on an Alternate 
Date (Option 2).  If the player selects Option 2, she shall also notify 
the WTA which of the three (3) Alternate Dates she has selected to 
perform her ACES activities.   

 d. Any player electing to perform her ACES activities on an Alternate 
Date (Option 2) shall be automatically entered in the Main Draw or 
Qualifying of the Missed Tournament the following year based on 
her current ranking, regardless of whether she is a Top 10 Player 
the following year and it shall be treated as a Top 10 Commitment 
Tournament with all accompanying penalties, including suspension. 

3. Suspension

 a. Any Top 10 Player that does not notify the WTA of her decision with-
in forty-eight (48) hours or elects to conduct her ACES at the Missed 
Tournament (Option 1) and fails to perform her ACES at the Missed 
Tournament as scheduled, will automatically:

 i. Receive a Late Withdrawal Fine based on her position on the 
Top 10 List on the original date of the Missed Tournament; and

 ii. Be suspended from competing in all WTA Tournaments through 
the next two (2) Premier Tournament weeks, inclusive of any 
International Tournaments scheduled in that time period, 
beginning with either: (a) the first day after the completion of 
the Missed Tournament; or (b) such other date as may be deter-
mined by the CEO so as to prevent the circumvention, or per-
ceived circumvention, of these Rules in his/her sole discretion. 

 b. Any Top 10 Player that selects an Alternate Date (Option 2) and fails 
to perform her ACES on such Alternate Date as scheduled, will auto-
matically:
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 i. Receive a double Late Withdrawal Fine based on her position on 
the Top 10 List on the original date of the Missed Tournament; 
and

 ii. Be suspended from competing in all WTA Tournaments through 
the next two (2) Premier Tournament weeks, inclusive of any 
International Tournaments scheduled in that time period, 
beginning with either: (a) the first day after the completion of 
the next year’s edition of the Missed Tournament; or (b) such 
other date as may be determined by the CEO so as to prevent 
the circumvention, or perceived circumvention, of these Rules 
in his/her sole discretion. 

 c. In determining the length of the suspension, the WTA Finals (if the 
player qualifies) shall be considered as one (1) Premier Tournament 
week and each Premier Mandatory 12-day Tournament shall count 
as two (2) Premier Tournament weeks. 

 d. All fines and suspensions shall be final with no right of appeal.

4. International Tournament Eligibility

 If a player elects to perform her ACES either at the Missed Tournament 
(Option 1) or on an Alternate Date (Option 2), and fails to perform her 
ACES as scheduled, she shall not be eligible to play her allotment of 
International Tournaments pursuant to Section II.D.5 in the next full half-
year period.

5. Ranking Penalty

 In addition to the mandatory zero (0) ranking points for the Missed 
Tournament, a player will also receive mandatory zero (0) ranking points 
for any Commitment Tournaments missed as a result of the suspension 
and such mandatory zero (0) ranking points shall count on the player’s 
ranking as one (1) of her best 16 Tournament results.    

6. Travel Expenses

 If a player elects to perform her ACES during the Missed Tournament  or 
on an Alternate Date occurring during the week before the Missed 
Tournament in the following year, she will be responsible for all travel 
costs with the exception of local ground transportation and hotel, which 
will be paid for by the Missed Tournament.  
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 If a player elects to perform her ACES on an Alternate Date not occurring 
during the week before the Missed Tournament in the following year, 
the WTA will book her travel arrangements which shall include one (1) 
round-trip, business class airline ticket, hotel accomodations, and ground 
transportation.  Where feasible, a WTA staff member will accompany the 
player at the ACES activities.  Reimbursements for player and WTA staff 
member airline, hotel, and ground transportation expenses booked by 
the WTA will be made at the end of the Tour Year in accordance with the 
policy established by the Board of Directors. 

7. Exhibition/Non-WTA Event Rule

 Section XVI.E - Exhibition/Non-WTA Event Rule, will continue to apply 
during any suspension period.

8. Long Term Injury

 In order to qualify for a Long Term Injury, if requested a player must sub-
mit a WTA Medical Information Form to WTA Operations, which must be 
written in English, and completed by an accredited physician, indicating 
the nature of the injury or illness and verifying that the player is unable to 
play for at least eight (8) consecutive weeks during the Tour Year.  

 A Top 10 Player who is out of competition due to a Long Term Injury is 
not subject to the Suspension Rule or Late Withdrawal Fines for Missed 
Tournaments during the period of the Long Term Injury and may appeal 
to the WTA to play additional International Tournaments, without being 
excluded due to the Prize Money Policies. (See Section XIV.A.6 for ranking 
point penalties.)

G. CALCULATION AND PAYMENT

 Any payments to Top 10 Players will be made in one (1) lump sum (including 
any Incentive Payments and fine deductions) at the end of the Tour Year.

H. ADDITIONAL RULES FOR TOP 10 PLAYERS 

1. Mandatory Tournaments

 a. All players who by actual ranking qualify for acceptance into the 
Main Draw of a Premier Mandatory Tournament, will be entered 
automatically, subject to Age Eligibility Rule.

 b. All players who by actual ranking qualify for acceptance into the 
Main Draw of any Grand Slam, will be entered automatically.
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2. WTA Finals and WTA Elite Trophy

 If a player earns entry into the singles or doubles competition of the WTA 
Finals or the singles competition of the WTA Elite Trophy, such event 
shall become an additional Tournament to be added to her Minimum 
Commitment Requirement.

3. Changes to Tournaments

 a. In the event a Tournament selected by a player on her Player 
Commitment Form is approved by the WTA to change its week, 
surface, or venue to a location outside the original Related 
Geographical Area, the player shall have a period of seven (7) 
days after official announcement of the change to remove the 
Tournament from her Player Commitment Form and replace it 
with another Tournament without incurring a Late Withdrawal 
fine.  Such withdrawal, however, shall not reduce a player’s 
Minimum Commitment Requirement.  

 b. See Section XIV.A.4 for the rules governing Top 10 Player Rankings.

I. YEARS OF SERVICE
 
 Players who are thirty (30) years of age as of January 1 of the current Tour 

Year (“Years of Service Player”) may elect not to be designated as a Top 
10 Player, provided written notice of such election is delivered to WTA 
Operations by the deadline in early November of the prior Tour Year that 
WTA Operations designates. A Years of Service Player electing to decline 
eligibility will still be required to play the four (4) Premier Mandatory 
Tournaments if she qualifies by ranking; however, she will not be subject to 
the Top 10 Player Rules and will not be entitled to any Player Commitment 
compensation. If a Years of Service Player elects not to be designated, then 
the WTA automatically will elevate: (a) each player on the Top 10 List who 
is below that Years of Service Player one (1) position on the Top 10 List for 
the entirety of the Tour Year; and (b) the next highest-ranked player (as of 
the WTA Rankings immediately following the end of the prior Tour Year) 
who is not already on the Top 10 List to the Top 10 List for the entirety of 
the Tour Year. A player cannot decline automatic elevation within or to the 
Top 10 List unless she is a Years of Service Player.

J. FUNDING OF BONUS POOL

1. Top 10 Players 

 The collective amount of the Bonus Pool offered to Top 10 Players will be 
$4,500,000.  Of the $4,500,000 offered to such players, the contributions 
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by the Tournaments and players to the Bonus Pool shall be determined 
annually by the Board of Directors.  

2. Excess Compensation

 With respect to that portion of the Bonus Pool offered to players in excess 
of the Bonus Pool, and payable to players at the end of the Tour Year, 
such amount shall be paid 50% by the Tournaments and 50% by the play-
ers.  In the event that less than the Bonus Pool is earned at the conclusion 
of the Tour Year by players, 50% of the difference shall be returned to 
Tournaments, and 50% shall be provided to players.
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III. ENTRIES/WITHDRAWALS/DRAWS/SCHEDULING

A. ENTRIES AND ACCEPTANCES

1. WTA Responsibility

 The WTA is responsible for processing all player applications for any 
Tournament, including Grand Slam events (in accordance with Grand 
Slam Rules), and notifying Tournaments of their player field in a timely 
fashion.  (Grand Slam events may also require players to sign their indi-
vidual tournament entry forms prior to playing their first match.)

2. Open Competition/No Discrimination

 Entry into Tournaments shall be open to all women tennis players based 
on merit and without discrimination, subject only to the conditions here-
in and to the Age Eligibility Rule and Gender Participation Policy.

3. Player Entry and Commitment to Rules

 Any player who is included in the WTA Rankings (singles or doubles) 
and/or commits to enter or participates in any Tournament consents and 
agrees with the following:

 a. Compliance with Rules

  To comply with and be bound by all of the provisions of the Rulebook 
and the WTA By-Laws, including but not limited to, all amendments 
thereto.

 b. Compliance with Tennis Anti-Doping Program

  The ITF may conduct anti-doping testing at WTA-sanctioned events 
under the ITF Tennis Anti-Doping Program (the “Anti-Doping 
Program”), the full text of which can be found at www.itftennis.com/
antidoping/rules/tadp-overview. The WTA will honor and enforce 
any penalties or sanctions against players resulting from the Anti-
Doping Program. The Anti-Doping Program shall apply to and be 
binding upon all players and shall govern participation in the events 
specified at Article 1 of the Anti-Doping Program, which includes all 
WTA-sanctioned events. Players shall submit to the jurisdiction and 
authority of the ITF to manage, administer and enforce the Anti-
Doping Program and to the jurisdiction and authority of the Anti-
Doping Tribunal and the Court of Arbitration for Sport to determine 
any charges brought under the Anti-Doping Program.
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 c. Written Consent

  Each calendar year, all players shall, as a condition of entering or 
participating in any event organized or sanctioned by the WTA, in 
conjunction with their execution of the Annual Player Form, consent 
to and agree to comply with the Rulebook, Anti-Doping Program, 
and Tennis Anti-Corruption Program.

4. Gender Participation Policy
 

All players are subject to the WTA Gender Participation Policy (“Gender 
Participation Policy”), as amended from time to time, which addresses the 
gender eligibility requirements for entry into and participation in WTA 
Tournaments. For the complete and current Gender Participation Policy, 
please reference www.wtatennis.com/wta-rules. 

 
5. WTA Entry Form

 a. Annual Player Form

  A player must complete the Annual Player Form prior to playing her 
first match in each Tour Year and provide the following information:

Proof of identity and birth date by attaching to the Annual Player 
Form a copy of the player’s passport or if a player does not have a 
valid passport, a copy of her birth certificate and a photographic ID, 
if not already filed at the WTA office.

  Under no circumstances will a player be able to participate in a WTA 
event or receive prize money until she has completed and returned 
the Annual Player Form, including the required copy of her passport 
or birth certificate, to the WTA for that Tour Year.

  It shall be the player’s responsibility to assure the WTA office has a 
current copy of the player’s passport at all times.

 b. Entries

  A player must complete and submit to WTA Operations, an entry 
form to gain entry into WTA Tournaments.  Official entries may be 
submitted on one (1) of the following:

 i. Official WTA Entry Form (all players); or

 ii. Online via the PlayerZone (all ranked players excluding Top 10 
Players).
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 c. Both the Official WTA Entry Form and the Annual Player Form must 
be completed and signed prior to the start of play by all players 
including Wild Cards and those players who are competing only in 
the doubles events.

 d. The WTA will accept entries from players and/or designated coaches 
and agents.  Regardless of whom a player designates to act upon her 
behalf, ultimately the player is responsible for all of her entries and 
withdrawals.

 e. Players may enter Tournaments on more than one (1) entry form.  
However, if more than one (1) entry form is used, any one (1) 
entry form does not supersede another.  If a player has entered a 
Tournament, she is obligated to withdraw from any Tournament she 
does not plan to play and will be subject to Late Withdrawal fines as 
outlined in Section III.B.

 f. No entry will be valid unless and until the player’s participation 
in the Tournament complies with the Gender Participation Policy 
and the Age Eligibility Rule and the player has satisfied her Player 
Development requirements.

 g. All outstanding fines from prior Tour Years must be paid in full  
before a player can enter or compete in a WTA Tournament in the 
current Tour Year.

 h. Players must have a WTA Singles Ranking of 375 or better at the 
entry deadline to be eligible to enter a Premier Tournament and 
have a WTA Singles Ranking of 750 or better at the entry deadline to 
be eligible to enter an International Tournament. Players must have 
a WTA Singles or Doubles Ranking of 500 or better at the entry dead-
line to be eligible to enter doubles at any Premier or International 
tournament. The foregoing cutoffs shall not apply to players enter-
ing via Wild Card or players entering WTA 125Ks.

 i. Top 10 Players and players ranked 1-10 at the Main Draw entry 
deadline cannot enter, accept a Wild Card, or compete in singles 
or doubles in a WTA 125K; however, players ranked 11-50 at the 
Main Draw entry deadline also cannot enter, but may receive WTA-
approved Wild Cards in singles and/or doubles (subject to Wild Card 
maximums). (See Section III.C.4 - Wild Cards.)   

 j. For WTA 125Ks scheduled the second week of a Grand Slam/Premier 
Mandatory event, players who based on ranking would have qual-
ified for Main Draw Acceptance into the Premier Mandatory/Grand 
Slam at the entry deadline may compete in the WTA 125K as long as 
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they play the Premier Mandatory/Grand Slam, lose, and are out of all 
draws by the WTA 125K Qualifying Sign-In deadline or by 4 pm on 
the day before the Main Draw begins if there is no Qualifying. Players 
still competing after the deadline will be automatically withdrawn 
from the WTA 125K.

 k. Players who qualify for the WTA Elite Trophy (including the two 
confirmed Alternates) cannot enter, accept a Wild Card, or compete 
in singles or doubles in a WTA 125K scheduled the same week as the 
WTA Elite Trophy even if they withdraw from the WTA Elite Trophy.

 
 l. All ranked singles players who are not WTA members shall be 

required to subscribe to the PlayerZone each year, prior to entry in 
their first WTA Tournament of the year.  The fee shall be $200 per cal-
endar year, and payment shall be due ten (10) business days prior to 
the WTA Tournament entry deadline which triggers the subscription 
requirement.  Such entries will not be accepted without payment in 
full of the subscription fee.

6. Nationality

 For WTA purposes, a player’s nationality is the issuing country of the 
valid passport she provides to the WTA with her Annual Player Form.  If 
the player does not have a passport and she provides her birth certificate 
and photographic identification, then the country of birth on her birth 
certificate determines her nationality. 

 
7. WTA Administrative Fee for Non-Members of the WTA/    
 Women’s Tennis Benefit Association

 Any player who is not a member of the WTA and the Women’s Tennis 
Benefit Association (“WTBA”) will be charged a $250 administrative fee for 
each WTA Tournament she plays.

8. Entry Deadlines and Acceptances – Singles

 a. Main Draw Entry Deadlines for Premier and International 
Tournaments are six (6) weeks prior to the start of the Main Draw 
of each event. This deadline shall not apply to the WTA Finals or 
WTA Elite Trophy. (See Section IX.)  Qualifying Entry Deadlines for 
Premier and International Tournaments are three (3) weeks prior to 
the start of the Main Draw of each event.

 b. Main Draw and Qualifying Entry Deadlines for WTA 125Ks are three 
(3) weeks prior to the start of the Main Draw of each Tournament.
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 c. Main Draw Entry Deadlines for Grand Slam events are six (6) weeks 
prior to the start of the Main Draw of each event.  Qualifying Entry 
Deadlines for Grand Slams are four (4) weeks prior to the start of the 
Main Draw of each event.

 d. All references to entry deadlines refer to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time (New 
York, USA Time) unless specified differently.  (See Section II.B.3 - Top 
10 Player Entry Rules.)

9. Composition of Acceptance Singles

 A player may enter an unlimited number of Tournaments (subject to Age 
Eligibility Rule, Top 10 List Player restrictions, and WTA 125K entry restric-
tions) provided she has paid all outstanding fines from prior years, and 
in the case of a non-member, has paid the PlayerZone fee.  Tournament 
acceptances are based on the most current rankings as of the applica-
ble entry deadline, except where the International Prize Money Policy 
applies.  

 Once a player has been accepted into a Tournament, she will not be 
removed from the Acceptance List unless she officially withdraws from 
the Tournament.

10. Singles Tournament Acceptance and Seeding Procedure if   
 Rankings Tied or if No Singles Ranking

 If players’ rankings are tied at the time of Tournament acceptances (or 
Tournament seeding), the following tie-break procedures will be used in the 
following order: a) player with the highest ranking from the previous week; 
b) player with the fewest number of Tournaments played over the previous 
52-week period (including any Premier Mandatory Tournaments, if the play-
er qualified for acceptance); and c) flip a coin; and d) for entries of players 
with Special Rankings, in the event of a tie between two (2) players with 
Special Rankings, the 1st tie-break procedure is the player’s actual current 
ranking, the 2nd tie-break procedure is the highest actual ranking from the 
previous week and the 3rd tie-break procedure shall be the highest ranking 
from the week prior to the start of each player’s Out-of-Competition Period. 

 For players with no singles ranking at the time of Tournament accep-
tance, the following tie-break procedures will be used in the following 
order: i) player with most singles ranking points; ii) player with the most 
number of singles tournaments played over the previous 52-week period; 
iii) player with most doubles ranking points; and iv) flip of a coin.



11. Top 10 Player List Entries/Acceptances
 
 See Section II - Top 10 Player List.

12. Special Rankings

 See Section XIV.C - WTA Special Ranking Rule.

13. Mandatory Tournament Entries

 All players who by actual ranking qualify for acceptance into the Main 
Draw of a Premier Mandatory Tournament will be entered automatically 
into such Premier Mandatory Tournament.

 The WTA automatically will enter the top 200 singles players in the WTA 
Rankings at the Entry Deadline of any Grand Slam into the Main Draw 
entry list of such Grand Slam. Players must enter Grand Slam Qualifying 
(see the Grand Slam Rules).

14. Main Draw Only Alternate – Singles

 Any Main Draw Alternate not in the Qualifying Draw or at a Tournament 
with no Qualifying must reconfirm her intention to play the Tournament by 
contacting (either in person, by a telephone conversation, or via e-mail) WTA 
Operations or the on-site Supervisor by 4:00 p.m. tournament local time on 
the day prior to the start of Qualifying or, if no Qualifying, on the day prior to 
the start of Main Draw. The player must leave her contact number with the 
WTA Operations staff member or Supervisor with whom she speaks. If a player 
fails to contact WTA Operations or the on-site Supervisor on the requisite day 
by 4:00 p.m. tournament local time, her entry will be automatically withdrawn 
from the Main Draw Alternate List. 

15. Distribution of Acceptance Lists

 Initial Tournament Acceptance Lists are distributed to individual 
Tournament Directors immediately upon their availability and will be 
posted on the PlayerZone and TournamentZone websites.

16. Tournament Status

 Tournament status is available to players on the PlayerZone website, via a 
WTA Operations staff member in the Florida office or through an on-site 
Supervisor. 

28

PLAYERS
SECTION III - ENTRIES/WITHDRAWALS/DRAWS/SCHEDULING



29

PLAYERS
SECTION III - ENTRIES/WITHDRAWALS/DRAWS/SCHEDULING

17. Administrative Error on Acceptance Lists

 a. Player Omitted

  If an administrative error has been made in an Acceptance List resulting 
in a player being omitted from the list, the player will be placed at the 
top of the Next-In List(s) for Main Draw and/or Qualifying based on the 
appropriate ranking used for player movement.

 b. Too Many Players Accepted

  See Section III.C.1.d - On-Site Draw Procedure for Administrative 
Error – Preliminary Match.

18. More Than One Tournament Per Week

 If a player (excluding Top 10 Players, where related to their Commitment 
Tournaments) enters more than one (1) Tournament per week, the fol-
lowing rules apply:

 a. Indicating Choices

  The player must indicate which Tournament is her first, second or 
third choice.  If she fails to do so, the highest Tournament cate-
gory event will be indicated as her first choice; however, if two (2) 
Tournaments entered are in the same category, the Tournament that 
is listed first on the Official WTA Calendar will be entered as her first 
choice.  All applicable withdrawal rules will apply.

  If entering via the PlayerZone, a player may use the “within option” 
to indicate that if she is within one (1) to four (4) spots of being in 
the Main Draw or Qualifying of a Tournament, she will remain on 
the Tournament’s Alternate List and be removed from all other 
Tournaments entered that week, and the “within option” will 
become her first preference Tournament even if she has indicated 
other Tournaments entered that week were her first preference.

 b. Main Draw Entries and Acceptances

  If at the time of the Main Draw entry deadline, a player is accepted 
into the Main Draw of any of the Tournaments entered in the same 
week (based on her order of choice) she will be automatically with-
drawn from all other Tournaments entered that week.



  If at the time of the Main Draw entry deadline, a player is not accepted 
into the Main Draw of any Tournaments, she will remain on all alter-
nate lists up until three (3) weeks prior to the Tournament and she can 
change her preferences at anytime up until the Qualifying entry dead-
line, provided she makes the change before she moves into the Main 
Draw.  If she moves into a Main Draw of any Tournament between the 
Main Draw entry deadline and the Qualifying entry deadline, she will 
be removed from all other Main Draw Alternate Lists.

  If a player is not accepted into the Main Draw of any Tournaments 
at three (3) weeks prior to the Tournament, she will either (i) 
remain only on the Main Draw Alternate List of the Tournament in 
which she was accepted into Qualifying and be removed from all 
other Main Draw Alternate Lists; (ii) remain only on the Main Draw 
Alternate List of her first choice Qualifying Tournament where she is 
a Qualifying Alternate and be removed from all other Alternate Lists; 
or (iii) if not entered into any Qualifying Tournaments, remain only 
on the Main Draw Alternate List of her first preference Main Draw 
Tournament.  

 c. Qualifying Entries and Acceptance

 i. Premier and International Tournaments 

  If at the time of the entry deadline, a player is accepted into the 
Qualifying Draw of any of the Tournaments entered in the same 
week (based on her order of choice) she will be automatically 
withdrawn from all other Tournaments entered that week.

  If a player is not accepted into the Qualifying Draw of any 
Tournaments entered in the same week, she will remain on the 
Qualifying Alternate List of her first choice Tournament and will 
be automatically withdrawn from all other Tournaments.

 
 ii. WTA 125K Tournaments

  If at the time of the entry deadline, a player is accepted into the 
Qualifying Draw of any Premier or International Tournaments 
entered in the same week, she will be automatically withdrawn 
from the WTA 125K entered that week.  If at the time of the entry 
deadline, a player is accepted into the Qualifying Draw of a WTA 
125K, she will be removed from the Alternate Lists of any other 
WTA Tournaments entered in the same week.  If a player is on 
two (2) Alternate Lists at the deadline, she may only remain on 
the Alternate List of her first preference tournament.
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 d. Second Week of a Grand Slam/Premier Mandatory Tournament

  A player is allowed to play in a WTA 125K event or a Women’s ITF 
World Tennis Tour event only during the second week of a Grand 
Slam or a combined 12-day WTA Tournament if and only if the player 
has been eliminated from the Main Draw (singles and doubles) of 
such Tournament or was not a direct Main Draw acceptance into 
such Tournament.  A player will not be permitted to withdraw from 
any WTA Tournament to play an ITF event.

  A player who based on ranking would have qualified for Main 
Draw Acceptance into a Grand Slam or a combined 12-day WTA 
Tournament at the entry deadline is allowed to play singles or 
doubles (or both) in a WTA 125K during the second week of such 
Tournament if and only if the player has been eliminated from the 
singles and doubles of such Tournament on the day of the WTA 125K 
Qualifying Sign-In deadline or, if there is no Qualifying, by 4:00 p.m. 
on the day before the Main Draw begins. The WTA 125K may wait 
to hold its singles or doubles draws so that it can determine which 
players are eligible. Players still competing after such deadline will be 
automatically withdrawn from the WTA 125K.

 e. Playing Two (2) Singles Tournaments in One (1) Week

  A player is not allowed to compete in singles in two (2) Tournaments 
held in the same week and will be withdrawn from the second 
Tournament by the appropriate entry authority (i.e., a player may 
not play the Qualifying of a WTA Tournament, lose, and then play 
the Main Draw of a Women’s ITF World Tennis Tour event in the same 
week).  If a player does play two (2) singles Tournaments in one (1) 
week, upon the first occurrence, the player will receive the lesser of 
the ranking points earned from the two (2) Tournaments.  Upon the 
second and subsequent occurrences, the player will not be awarded 
any ranking points, and she will be subject to a fine.

 
 f. Playing Two (2) Doubles Tournaments in One (1) Week

  A player is not allowed to compete in doubles in two (2) Tournaments 
held in the same week, at which ranking points are awarded.  If a 
player does play two (2) doubles Tournaments in one (1) week, upon 
the first occurrence, the player will receive the lesser of the ranking 
points earned from the two (2) Tournaments.  Upon the second and 
subsequent occurrences, the player will not be awarded any ranking 
points, and she will be subject to a fine.



 g. Playing Singles/Doubles the Same Week in Different Tournaments

  A player is allowed to play singles in one (1) Tournament and dou-
bles in another Tournament in the same week, provided the player 
has been eliminated from one (1) Tournament by the doubles sign-in 
deadline of the other Tournament.  A player may not participate in 
both Tournaments at the same time.

  For the purposes of the Age Eligibility Rule, each Tournament in 
which a player earns ranking points will count towards her allotment 
of Tournaments under the Age Eligibility Rule.

 h.  WTA Tournament and Grand Slam Qualifying in the Same Week

  i.      Entry, Player’s Choice, and Automatic Withdrawal

  Any player that enters both a WTA Tournament and the 
Qualifying of a Grand Slam in the same week may not remain on 
the entry list(s) (i.e., Main Draw, Main Draw Alternate, Qualifying, 
Qualifying Alternate, Doubles Advance, Doubles On-Site, or 
Wild Cards) of both the WTA Tournament and the Grand Slam 
Qualifying after the Qualifying Sign-In deadline (4:00 p.m. tour-
nament local time on the day prior to the start of Qualifying) of 
the applicable WTA Tournament (or, if the player entered only 
doubles of the applicable WTA Tournament, after the Doubles 
On-Site Sign-In deadline (12:00 p.m. tournament local time on 
the day prior to the start of the singles Main Draw)). If a player is 
on the entry list(s) of both the WTA Tournament and the Grand 
Slam Qualifying at the Qualifying Sign-In deadline (or Doubles 
On-Site Sign-In deadline, if applicable), then the player will 
remain on the Grand Slam Qualifying list(s), WTA automatically 
will withdraw the player from all WTA Tournament entry lists for 
that week, and the player will not be permitted to enter doubles 
on-site at any WTA Tournament that week.

  ii.     Wild Cards

  A player may not accept a Wild Card into the Qualifying or 
Main Draw (singles or doubles) of a WTA Tournament occurring 
during the same week as a Grand Slam Qualifying if she is on the 
Qualifying List for such Grand Slam or has accepted a Wild Card 
into such Grand Slam Qualifying. Regardless of Section III.A.18.e, 
after giving her best effort and losing in the Qualifying or Main 
Draw (singles, doubles, or both) of a WTA Tournament occurring 
during the same week as a Grand Slam Qualifying, a player who 
subsequently receives an offer for a Wild Card into such Grand 
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Slam Qualifying may accept such Wild Card and participate in 
such Grand Slam Qualifying.

  iii.    Sanctions

  A player is not subject to a late withdrawal fine for her automat-
ic withdrawal from a WTA Tournament under Section III.A.18.h.i 
above.

19. Qualifying Alternate List Freeze Deadline

 The Qualifying Alternate Next-In List will be frozen at 2:00 p.m. Eastern 
Time (New York, USA Time) on the day prior to the Qualifying Sign-In (the 
“Qualifying Freeze Deadline”).  If there is no Qualifying draw, the deadline 
will be 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time (New York, USA Time) on the Thursday 
before the Tournament week.  After the Qualifying Freeze Deadline, no 
more Alternates will be moved into the Qualifying Draw and such alter-
nate players are no longer committed to play the Tournament.  Players 
on the Alternate List can preserve their eligibility for possible Qualifying 
Draw positions by signing in with a WTA Operations staff member or the 
Supervisor by 4:00 p.m. tournament local time on the day before the start 
of the Qualifying Draw.

B. WITHDRAWING FROM A TOURNAMENT

1. Withdrawal Requirements

 a. No withdrawal from a Tournament will be effective unless the 
player submits the withdrawal in writing or via the PlayerZone to 
WTA Operations, using a WTA Withdrawal Form and/or Medical 
Information Form, as applicable.  Withdrawals from the next week’s 
Tournament, which are made after work hours from Friday through 
Sunday, must also be faxed or emailed to the on-site Supervisor.

 b. Players should contact WTA Operations if they do not receive a with-
drawal confirmation.

 c. A player must provide the reason for her withdrawal at the time of 
her withdrawal, as well as a suitable quotation.  The WTA may release 
this reason and quotation to the media and public.

 d. The WTA will accept withdrawals from players and/or designated 
coaches and agents.  Regardless of whom a player designates to act 
upon her behalf, ultimately the player is responsible for all of her 
entries and withdrawals.
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 e. A player will not be withdrawn from any WTA Acceptance List 
unless the WTA has received written notification from the player of 
her withdrawal, with the exception of the rules that apply when a 
player enters more than one (1) Tournament per week.  (See Section 
III.A.18 - More than One Tournament Per Week.)  A player will not 
be automatically withdrawn from any WTA Tournament due to her 
participation in an ITF event that same or the following week.

 
 f. If a player is unable to arrive at the Qualifying of a WTA Tournament 

for her first scheduled match due to her (i) participation in the 
previous week’s WTA Tournament or Women’s ITF World Tennis 
Tour event, (ii) selection to her Fed Cup team after such WTA 
Tournament’s entry deadline, or (iii) success in a Regional Fed Cup 
event which extends her Fed Cup participation into the weekend, 
provided that, in the case of (i) and (iii), the Supervisor at the previous 
week’s Tournament (or the Referee in the case of Fed Cup) confirms 
that such player is unable to arrive in time, or, in the case of (ii), the 
Fed Cup Team captain confirms the date of her late selection, her 
withdrawal from the Tournament will not be considered a late with-
drawal as long as the player fills out the proper Withdrawal Form 
indicating the reason for withdrawal and has such form approved 
in writing by such Supervisor (or Referee in the case of Fed Cup). In 
the case of (i) and (iii), such player will be allowed to play doubles at 
another WTA event or singles and/or doubles at another ITF event 
scheduled the same week.

 g. If a player is unable to arrive at her first scheduled Main Draw match 
of a WTA Tournament or withdraws from the Main Draw of a WTA 
Tournament due to her participation in a Fed Cup event, the player 
must follow the procedures set forth in this Section to withdraw 
from such Tournament and the player shall be subject to the Late 
Withdrawal fines set out in Section III.B.2.

 h. If a player is automatically entered into the Main Draw of a Premier 
Mandatory Tournament or Grand Slam, the player must follow 
the procedures set forth in this Section to withdraw from such 
Tournament. If the player withdraws from such Tournament, then 
she will receive zero (0) ranking points for the Tournament in accor-
dance with Section XIV.A.6 and will be subject to the Late Withdrawal 
fines set out in Section III.B.2.

 i. Any player who publicly announces a Tournament withdrawal prior 
to officially submitting her withdrawal in writing to the WTA with the 
required reason for the withdrawal and a quotation, will be subject 
to a fine for Unprofessional Conduct under the Code of Conduct.
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2. Main Draw Late Withdrawals

 a. Definition

  A Main Draw withdrawal shall be considered a Late Withdrawal 
according to the following table:

Top 10 Players Withdrawing from a Tournament after entering the 
Tournament*

All Other Players Withdrawing from a Tournament any time after accep-
tance into the Main Draw

Doubles Players Withdrawing from a Tournament any time after the 
Doubles Sign-In deadline (12:00 noon tournament local 
time the day before the start of the singles Main Draw)

 * Top 10 Players who enter but are not accepted into an International Tournament due 
to the Prize Money Policy, may withdraw before acceptance, without penalty.

 
 b. No Show Offense

  A player who is entered in a Tournament and fails to show up to the 
Tournament will have committed a No Show Offense.  A No Show 
Offense shall be considered a Late Withdrawal after the Qualifying 
Sign-In deadline (4:00 p.m. tournament local time, the day prior to 
the start of Qualifying).

 c. Fines

 i. Procedures

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in these Rules, all players 
(including Top 10 Players) will be subject to mandatory 
withdrawal fines for withdrawing late from the Main Draw 
of a Tournament.

 (b) The Late Withdrawal fines for doubles (except at WTA 125Ks) 
shall be based on 25% of the equivalent before Qualifying 
Sign-In deadline singles fine according to the player’s dou-
bles ranking.  At WTA 125Ks, the Late Withdrawal fines for 
doubles shall be $125 per player.

 (c) All Late Withdrawal and No Show Offense fines shall be 
retained by the WTA, with the exception of Late Withdrawal 



and No Show fines assessed against Top 10 Players for 
missed Commitment Tournaments, which shall be split 
50/50 between the WTA and the Tournaments, with the 
Tournament share distributed in accordance with a distribu-
tion formula established by the WTA Tournament Council.

 (d) A Bona Fide Injury will not relieve a player of a Late 
Withdrawal fine for a No Show Offense.

 ii. Amounts

  The amount of the automatic mandatory Late Withdrawal fine is 
based on the below chart and the following criteria:

 (a) A player’s position on the Top 10 List, or for non Top-10 
players, the player’s ranking at the time of the withdrawal;

 (b) The Tournament category;

 (c) The number of Main Draw Late Withdrawals the play-
er already has made in the Tour Year in the applicable 
Tournament category; and

 (d) The time of the withdrawal (in relation to the Qualifying 
Sign-In deadline).

Top 10 List or, if not on 
the Top 10 List, Ranking 

at Time of Withdrawal

Premier 
Mandatory &

Premier 5

Premier 700 International

1-3 $75,000 $50,000 $10,000

4-6 $50,000 $25,000 $10,000

7-10 $25,000 $15,000 $10,000

11-20 $15,000 $10,000 $  5,000

21-50 $  5,000 $  5,000 $  2,500

51+ $  2,500 $  2,500 $  1,250

 iii. At WTA 125Ks, the late withdrawal fine shall be $500.

 iv. Fines shall double with each subsequent offense within a 
Tournament category (i.e., $10,000, $20,000, $40,000, $80,000).

 v. Fines for withdrawals after the Qualifying Sign-In deadline 
(4:00 p.m. tournament local time, the day prior to the start of 
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Qualifying) shall be 50% greater than the applicable withdrawal 
fine set out above, including any doubling.  

  Notwithstanding the foregoing, a player who is still competing 
in another WTA Tournament or a Grand Slam on the day of the 
Qualifying Sign-In deadline shall be permitted to withdraw from 
the following week’s WTA Tournament without being subject 
to the 50% increase in fine or any doubling provided that the 
player’s participation in the WTA Tournament or the Grand Slam 
ends on the day of the Qualifying Sign-In (e.g., loses, withdraws, 
or retires) after the Qualifying Sign-In deadline and the player 
submits her withdrawal form within ninety (90) minutes of the 
end of her participation in the WTA Tournament or the Grand 
Slam (e.g., the end of her match).

 vi. Late Withdrawal Fines resulting from a player’s selection to 
her Fed Cup team in the same week as a WTA tournament will 
always remain at the minimum fine as per the chart in Section 
III.B.2.c.ii and are not subject to doubling calculations in accor-
dance with Section III.B.2.c.iv.

 d. Prohibition Against Withdrawing from One Tournament to Play 
Another

i. Once a Top 10 Player has entered a Tournament or any other 
player has been accepted into the Main Draw of a Tournament, 
she may not withdraw to play singles or doubles in another 
Tournament in the same week, except as permitted in Section 
III.C.3.e.i(a).  If a player is discovered at any time to have violat-
ed this prohibition, she will be subject to (a) forfeiture of any 
ranking points received (singles and doubles) from the other 
Tournament in which she played; and (b) the applicable Late 
Withdrawal fine.

ii. If a player withdraws from a WTA Tournament and subsequently 
plays singles or doubles in an Exhibition/Non-WTA Event in the 
same week, then (a) if she is ranked 1-50 in the prior year-end 
WTA Rankings, she is subject to the applicable Late Withdrawal 
fine and fine under the Exhibition/Non-WTA Event Rule; and (b) 
if she is ranked 51+ in the prior year-end WTA Rankings, she is 
subject to a fine in an amount equal to double the applicable 
Late Withdrawal fine.



3. Qualifying Late Withdrawals

 a. Definition

  A withdrawal shall be considered a Late Withdrawal if (i) the with-
drawal occurs after acceptance into the Qualifying Draw; or (ii) a 
player accepted into the Qualifying Draw withdraws, and the player 
is not subsequently accepted into the Main Draw.

 b. No Show Offense

  If a player entered in the Qualifying Draw of a Tournament does not 
withdraw and fails to show up at the Tournament by the Qualifying 
Sign-In deadline (4:00 p.m. tournament local time, the day prior to 
the start of Qualifying), she will have committed a No Show Offense 
and will receive an automatic fine of $600 for a first offense ($300 for 
a first offense at WTA 125Ks).  The fine shall double for each addition-
al offense thereafter (i.e., $1,200, $2,400).  A medical reason will not 
be cause for a No Show fine dismissal.

 c. Fines and Withdrawal Restrictions

 i. Procedures

  Alternates waiting to get into Qualifying who are accepted into 
Qualifying any time up until the Qualifying Freeze Deadline are 
obligated under these rules to play the Tournament and thus 
subject to the same sign-in procedure and No Show fines.  See 
Section III.A.19 - Qualifying Alternate List Freeze Deadline.

 ii. Amounts

  The amount of the automatic mandatory Late Withdrawal fine 
shall be $300 for a first offense ($150 at WTA 125Ks) and shall 
double for each offense thereafter (i.e., $600, $1,200).

 iii. Prohibition Against Withdrawing from One Tournament to Play 
Another

(a) Once a player is accepted into the Qualifying of a 
Tournament, she may not withdraw to play singles or 
doubles in another Tournament in the same week, except 
as permitted in Section III.C.3.e.i(a). If a player is discovered 
at any time to have violated this prohibition, she will be 
subject to (i) forfeiture of any ranking points received (sin-
gles and doubles) from the other Tournament in which she 
played; and (ii) the applicable Late Withdrawal fine.
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(b) If a player withdraws from a WTA Tournament and subse-
quently plays singles or doubles in an Exhibition/Non-WTA 
Event in the same week, then (i) if she is ranked 1-50 in the 
prior year-end WTA Rankings, she is subject to the appli-
cable Late Withdrawal fine and fine under the Exhibition/
Non-WTA Event Rule; and (ii) if she is ranked 51+ in the 
prior year-end WTA Rankings, she is subject to a fine in an 
amount equal to double the applicable Late Withdrawal 
fine.

4. Medical Withdrawals

 a. Annual Allowance 

  Two (2) withdrawals per Tour Year from Premier/International 
Tournaments and one (1) withdrawal per Tour Year from WTA 
125Ks occurring prior to the Qualifying Sign-In deadline or after the 
Qualifying Sign-In deadline as permitted under Section III.B.4.b.i. 
below.  The withdrawals can be used for any combination of singles 
and/or doubles, but cannot exceed the maximums in the previ-
ous sentence.  Top 10 Players may only use the Annual Allowance 
for withdrawals from Non-Commitment Tournaments before the 
Qualifying Sign-In deadline or after the Qualifying Sign-In deadline 
as permitted under Section III.B.4.b.i. below.  

 b. Definition

  Subject to the preceding provision, any two (2) Late Withdrawals 
from Premier/International Tournaments or one (1) Late Withdrawal 
from a WTA 125K by a player during the Tour Year that are substanti-
ated by the player as being medical withdrawals for a bona fide inju-
ry or illness (“Bona Fide Injury”) shall not count as a Late Withdrawal 
offense and shall not subject the player to a Late Withdrawal fine, 
provided the player:

 i. Withdraws prior to the Qualifying Sign-In deadline (4:00 p.m. 
tournament local time, the day prior to the start of Qualifying) or 
after the Qualifying Sign-In deadline, provided that: (1) the play-
er is still competing in another WTA Tournament on the day of 
the Qualifying Sign-In deadline; (2) the player’s participation in 
the Tournament ends on the day of the Qualifying Sign-In (wins, 
loses, withdraws, or retires) after the Qualifying Sign-In deadline; 
and (3) the player submits her withdrawal form within ninety 
(90) minutes of the end of her participation in the Tournament 
(e.g., the end of her match);



 ii. Within ten (10) days of the event, submits to WTA Operations, a 
WTA Medical Information Form, which must be written in English, 
and completed by an accredited physician, indicating the nature 
of the Bona Fide Injury and verifying that she is unable to play in 
the Tournament from which she was forced to withdraw;

 iii. Attaches copies of the records of the clinical visit to the phy-
sician, including the physician’s notes/documentation and all 
relevant laboratory tests in English;

 iv. Personally signs the Medical Information Form, warranting that 
she is unable to play in the Tournament from which she was 
forced to withdraw; and

 v. Provides a suitable quotation relating to her inability to play in 
the event and authorizes the WTA to publicly release the quota-
tion along with the basis for her withdrawal.

 c. On-Site Exception 

 i. Definition

  A withdrawal will not count as a Main Draw or Qualifying Late 
Withdrawal, and the player may be relieved of the obligation to 
pay a Late Withdrawal fine provided she fulfills the conditions 
enumerated in sub-Section ii below and the player:

 (a) Is on site at the Tournament and is forced to withdraw due 
to an injury or illness;

 (b) Is not on site at the Tournament and is forced to withdraw 
due to an injury or illness, but then subsequently goes on 
site within the first three (3) days of the Main Draw if a Main 
Draw Late Withdrawal or before the end of Qualifying if a 
Qualifying Late Withdrawal (unless otherwise determined 
by the WTA) and has not played in another Tournament 
since the date of her withdrawal; or

 (c) Is still competing at another WTA Tournament or Fed 
Cup event at the time of the Qualifying Sign-In deadline 
and subsequently must withdraw from the next week’s 
Tournament due to injury or illness, but then goes on site 
within the first three (3) days of the Main Draw if a Main 
Draw Late Withdrawal or before the end of Qualifying if a 
Qualifying Late Withdrawal (unless otherwise determined 
by the WTA).
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  For each Singles Main Draw Late Withdrawal (after the Qualifying 
Sign-In deadline) in excess of two (2) per Tour Year, a player will 
be subject to a disciplinary review and/or penalties in accor-
dance with the Unsportsmanlike Conduct section of the Code 
of Conduct.

 ii. Requirements

  In any of the cases set forth in sub-Section i above, the player 
must fulfill the following requirements within the first three 
(3) days of the Tournament’s Main Draw if a Main Draw Late 
Withdrawal or before the end of Qualifying if a Qualifying Late 
Withdrawal (unless otherwise determined by the WTA).

 (a) Meet the on-site PHCP and Tournament Physician for an 
evaluation and assessment of the injury or illness;

 (b) Submit a copy of a signed WTA Medical Information Form 
and Withdrawal Form to the on-site Supervisor, stating the 
reason for withdrawal and authorizing the WTA to release 
such reason to the media and public; and

 (c) Complete the Mandatory Activities set forth in Section 
IV.A.4 as scheduled by the WTA over a 48 hour period. 

 iii. The On-Site Exception rule shall not apply to Top 10 Players with-
drawing from Premier Mandatory or Premier 5 Tournaments.  
For Top 10 Player withdrawals, see Section II.F - Suspension Rule.

 d. Consecutive Medical Withdrawals

  A player’s withdrawal from consecutive Tournaments (including 
if player withdraws from a Grand Slam and a Tournament consec-
utively) due to a Bona Fide Injury or illness, will be considered as 
one (1) withdrawal, and the player will only be required to either 
(i) pay one (1) Late Withdrawal fine, (ii) use one (1) Annual Medical 
Withdrawal, or (iii)  fulfill all the requirements set forth under the 
On-Site Exception Rule, for consecutive subsequent withdrawals, 
provided they occur prior to the Qualifying Sign-In deadline (4:00 
p.m. tournament local time, the day prior to the start of Qualifying).

 e.  If applicable, a player withdrawing from a Tournament under 
this Section III.B.4 still will receive zero (0) ranking points for the 
Tournament in accordance with Section XIV.A.6.



5. Extraordinary Circumstances

 In an extreme personal emergency or under other extraordinary circum-
stances (e.g., a death in the family or a serious illness or life-threatening 
situation for the player or her family), a player has the right to appeal a 
fine to the WTA, provided such appeal is filed within 21 days from the 
date of notice.  Such Extraordinary Circumstances must be substantiated 
by documentation.

6. Retirement/Defaults

 a. Matches Scheduled Same Day

 i. A player who withdraws or retires from singles may be allowed 
to play doubles as long as the doubles has not been scheduled 
and the match called on the same day as the singles withdrawal 
or retirement.

 ii. A player will be allowed to withdraw from doubles prior to the 
singles being played when both matches are scheduled for the 
same day.

 b. Default due to Disciplinary Reasons

 i. If the defaulting of a player from a singles event has been admin-
istered for disciplinary reasons, said player may be defaulted 
automatically from all other events in that Tournament.

 ii. If a doubles team is defaulted under the Code of Conduct for 
disciplinary reasons, one or both players may be subject to auto-
matic default from all other events in that Tournament.  (See 
Section IV.I - Defaults).

 c. The Following Week’s Tournament

  A player may only enter and compete in one (1) WTA Tournament or 
Women’s ITF World Tennis Tour event per Tournament week. Once a 
player enters and is accepted into the singles or doubles Main Draw, 
signs in or enters and is accepted into the Qualifying competition, 
she is committed to play that Tournament to completion or elimina-
tion for the week.

  A player who has lost in a Tournament (”Current Tournament”) may 
play the Qualifying for a Tournament scheduled for the next week 
(”Following Week Tournament”).
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  A player may not withdraw or retire from any draw of a Current 
Tournament to play in any Following Week Tournament. However, 
if a player is forced to withdraw or retire from a draw in a Current 
Tournament due to medical reasons, and she is entered in a Following 
Week Tournament, that player must receive a medical examination 
from the Tournament Physician/PHCP from the Current Tournament 
and submit her medical examination to the Tournament Physician/
PHCP for the Following Week Tournament. To be eligible to compete 
in the Following Week Tournament, the player must receive a med-
ical examination by the Tournament Physician and PHCP from the 
Following Week Tournament.

  Any player will automatically be withdrawn from a Following Week 
Tournament if:

 i. She has withdrawn or retired from a draw in a Current 
Tournament without cause or for unprofessional reasons; 

 ii. She fails to provide proof of medical examination, which can 
be shown by submitting a signed WTA Medical Information 
Form from the Tournament Physician/PHCP from the Current 
Tournament to the Tournament Physician/PHCP for the 
Following Week Tournament;

 iii. She fails to receive a medical examination for the Following 
Week Tournament from the Tournament Physician/PHCP; or

 
 iv. Her next match in the Current Tournament is scheduled on the 

same day as or later than her first match in the Following Week 
Tournament.

  Any player who is discovered to have contravened this rule shall 
not receive ranking points for the Following Week Tournament. The 
player will also be subject to a fine as permitted under these Rules. 
This rule does not apply to a player whose partner in doubles has 
been forced to withdraw or retire from their match.

 d. Requirements for all Withdrawals and Retirements

 i. Withdrawals

  Once a player has withdrawn on site, she is required to do the 
following:



 (a) Meet with the on-site PHCP and the Tournament Physician 
for an evaluation and assessment of the injury or illness 
prior to leaving the Tournament city; and 

 (b) Submit to the on-site Supervisor a signed WTA Medical 
Information Form and a signed Withdrawal Form stating 
the reason for her withdrawal and giving authorization for 
public release.

 ii. Retirements

 (a) Prior to retiring from a match, a player is required to call 
for the PHCP and the Supervisor to give the reason for the 
retirement.  

 (b) Once a player has retired from a match, she is required to do 
the following: 

 (i) Meet with the on-site PHCP and the Tournament 
Physician for an evaluation and assessment of the inju-
ry or illness prior to leaving the Tournament city; and

 (ii) Submit to the on-site Supervisor a signed WTA Medical 
Information Form stating her reason for withdrawal or 
retirement and giving authorization for public release.

  Failure to meet the above requirements may result in a fine to the 
player.

 e. Unsportsmanlike Conduct

 i. In addition to the requirements set out above, for each Main 
Draw 1st round retirement (singles and/or doubles) in excess of 
two (2) per Tour Year, a player will be fined in accordance with 
the Unsportsmanlike Conduct section of the Code of Conduct.

 ii. Any player that withdraws or retires from the Qualifying or 
Main Draw (singles or doubles) of a WTA Tournament after 
the Qualifying Sign-In deadline (or Doubles On-Site Sign-In 
deadline if she entered only in doubles) and plays in a Grand 
Slam Qualifying in the same week will automatically be fined 
$10,000 for Unsportsmanlike Conduct; provided, however, that 
if a player withdraws after the Qualifying Sign-In deadline (or 
Doubles On-Site Sign-In deadline if she entered only in doubles) 
but before her first match at the WTA Tournament because 
she received an offer for and accepted a Wild Card into the 
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Grand Slam Qualifying after the Qualifying Sign-In deadline 
(or Doubles On-Site Sign-In deadline if she entered only in 
doubles), then such player will not automatically be fined for 
Unsportsmanlike Conduct under this Section III.B.6.e.ii but will 
receive a fine in accordance with the remainder of Section III.B, 
which will not be subject to the doubling calculations under 
Sections III.B.2.c.iv and III.B.3.c.ii. In addition, any player that fails 
to give her best effort in the Qualifying or Main Draw (singles 
or doubles) of a WTA Tournament and plays in a Grand Slam 
Qualifying in the same week commits a Player Major Offense of 
Aggravated Behavior and is subject to the penalties in Section 
XVI.D.12.b, including a fine in an amount up to the greater of 
$25,000 or the prize money she wins at the WTA Tournament 
and/or suspension from play in a Tournament or event for a 
minimum period of twenty-one (21) days and a maximum peri-
od of one (1) year.

 f. Unprofessional

  If the player’s withdrawal is reported to the WTA as being for unpro-
fessional reasons, or is damaging to the WTA’s image, the player will 
be subject to a disciplinary review and/or penalties.

 g. Prize Money and Ranking Points

  See Section X.C - Defaults, Withdrawals, and Byes.

7. Withdrawal of Seeds

 See Section III.C.6.d - Main Draw - Withdrawal of a Seed.

C. DRAWS

1. Singles Main Draw

 a. Composition

  The Main Draw will consist of some or all of the following:

 i. Direct Acceptance

  Those players accepted directly into the draw by virtue of their 
past performance as determined by the WTA Rankings (unless 
an exception is authorized by the WTA via a Special Ranking).  
(See Section III.A.5 for entry requirements.)



 ii. Qualifiers

  Those players accepted into the draw due to their success in the 
Qualifying competition.  Following are the number of Qualifiers 
based on the draw size:

 iii. Wild Card Nominations

  Those players named Wild Cards by the Tournament Director 
to fill their designated spots in the draw.  Tournaments are 
required to submit a tentative list of Wild Card nominations 
to WTA Operations one (1) week prior to the start of the Main 
Draw.  The WTA or the Supervisor must receive final Wild Card 
nominations by 4:00 p.m. tournament local time, the day of 
Qualifying Sign-In.

  If there is no Qualifying event, Wild Card nominations must be 
made in writing by Friday, 4:00 p.m. tournament local time the 
week preceding the Tournament, or by 4:00 p.m. tournament 
local time the day before the draw is made, whichever comes first.

  The WTA must approve all Wild Card nominations in regard to 
the Age Eligibility Rule and other rule limitations.  (See Section 
III.C.4 - Wild Cards.)

 iv. Byes

  Those positions allocated in the draw to byes based on the draw 
size of the Tournament.  Byes will be given to seeded players in 
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Main 
Draw Size

Qualifying 
Draw Size

Number of 
Qualifiers

32 8 2

28/30/32 16 4

28/30/32 24 6

28/30/32 32 4

28/30/32 48 6

56 16 4

48 64 8

56/60/64 32 8

54/56/64 48 12

96 48 12

128 96 12

128 128 16
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descending order.  (See Section III.C.5.e - Byes for the number of 
byes in a draw.)

  Notwithstanding the foregoing, there will be four (4) byes 
awarded at the Beijing Premier Mandatory Tournament to the 
semi-finalists of the Wuhan Premier 5 Tournament.  Any byes 
not used by a semi-finalist will not be awarded. 

 v. Lucky Losers

  Lucky Losers are players who have lost in the final Qualifying 
round or, if more Lucky Losers are required, those players who 
have lost in the previous Qualifying round(s). Lucky Losers shall 
be selected based on the WTA singles computer Rankings from 
the week prior to the start of the Tournament (Special Rankings 
are not considered). If there are no Main Draw vacancies before 
the Qualifying has been completed, then the order of the Lucky 
Losers shall be determined by their rankings in descending 
order. If there is one vacancy in the Main Draw before Qualifying 
is completed, then the order of the two (2) highest ranked 
Lucky Losers shall be randomly drawn, and thereafter the order 
shall follow the Lucky Losers’ rankings, unless there are two 
(2) or more withdrawals at the time Qualifying is completed in 
which case the size of the random draw will be the number of 
withdrawals plus one (1). If before Qualifying is completed the 
number of vacancies in the Main Draw equals or exceeds the 
number of players who will lose in the final round of Qualifying, 
the highest-ranked Lucky Loser(s) from the previous Qualifying 
round(s) will be placed into the random draw to determine the 
order of the Lucky Losers.

 (a) Eligibility

A player who is not entered and has not competed in 
Qualifying cannot be considered for a Lucky Loser status.

If a player is forced to retire or withdraws from the Qualifying, 
she may retain her right to Lucky Loser status for the dura-
tion of the Tournament provided that:

(i) She signs in with the Supervisor by the Lucky Loser 
deadline;

(ii) She receives a medical examination from the 
Tournament Physician and PHCP; and



(iii) The Main Draw match is not scheduled for the same 
day she retired/withdrew from her Qualifying match.

(b) Procedures

(i) Lucky Loser positions in the Main Draw will not be 
released until the completion of the Qualifying event, 
unless Qualifying has not been completed by the time 
the Schedule of Play is released. In that event, the 
Supervisor may release a player’s position where nec-
essary and schedule  players  who have  been  accepted  
into  the  Main  Draw.

(ii) If there are withdrawals from the Main Draw after 
Qualifying has begun and before Qualifiers have been 
drawn to the Main Draw, Qualifiers and Lucky Losers 
will be drawn together by lot to determine their posi-
tions in the Main Draw, except that only Qualifiers will 
be drawn for positions with a bye until no Qualifiers 
remain to fill such positions.*

*If a Main Draw Wild Card withdraws before the draw is made, 
the Tournament Director may name an alternate Wild Card, 
even if the Wild Card nomination deadline has passed. (See 
Section III.C.4.a.iv – Filling Vacant Wild Card Spots.)  The new Wild 
Card cannot be a player participating in the Qualifying.  If the 
Tournament does not name another Wild Card, a Lucky Loser will 
fill the open spot.

 (iii) At Tournaments where the last round of Qualifying and 
the 1st round of Main Draw are played on the same day 
and there is a withdrawal in the Main Draw Matches 
scheduled for the cross-over day, the Qualifier and 
Lucky Loser positions should be determined as follows:

• If there is one withdrawal, the spot having to play 
on the cross-over day will be filled by a Lucky 
Loser and all Qualifiers shall be drawn by lot to the 
Qualifier spots.

• If there are two or more withdrawals, the spot(s) 
required to play on the cross-over day will be 
drawn among the Lucky Losers. All Qualifiers and 
remaining Lucky Losers will be drawn together by 
lot to fill the remaining spots in the Main Draw.
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(iv) When the last round of Qualifying and the 1st 
round Main Draw are played on the same day, 
Lucky Losers must sign in no later than 30 minutes 
after the conclusion of the last Qualifying match.

(v) If a Main Draw spot becomes available prior to the 
start of the last singles match of the day, the Lucky 
Loser/Alternate will be determined by the Sign-In for 
that day. However, where there are no Lucky Losers/
Alternates signed in and the match affected by the 
withdrawal is not scheduled for that day, the follow-
ing day’s Sign-In will be used to fill the vacant spot.

 If the spots become available after the start of the last singles 
match of the day/night, the spot will be filled by the high-
est ranked player or team who signs in the following day.

(vi) If a Lucky Loser/Alternate is currently involved in or 
scheduled for another event/match pertaining to the 
Tournament, then the Lucky Loser/Alternate’s match 
or other scheduled match may be rescheduled at 
the discretion of the Supervisor.  Where Qualifying 
has not been completed or a Lucky Loser is unable 
to be determined, the match may be rescheduled.

(vii) The first Lucky Loser or Alternate must be ready to 
play a match within fifteen (15) minutes of the original 
No Show or default.  If the first on-site Lucky Loser/
Alternate fails to be ready to play within fifteen (15) 
minutes, the next on-site Lucky Loser/Alternate must 
be ready to play within five (5) minutes of the time her 
match is called.  Any subsequent on-site Lucky Loser/
Alternate must be ready to play within five (5) minutes 
of the time her match is called.  If a Lucky Loser or an 
Alternate chooses not to sign in one (1) day, she may 
still sign in the next day.  However, if she signs in, her 
match is called, and she fails to show for the match (for 
any reason), she forfeits her Lucky Loser or Alternate 
status for the duration of the Tournament.

(viii) If a player retires/withdraws from her Qualifying match 
on the same day an open Lucky Loser position is on the 
schedule, thereby relinquishing her Lucky Loser status 
for that day, the open Lucky Loser position will go to 
the next eligible Lucky Loser for that day.



 vi. Special Exempt Spots (International Tournaments Only) 

  One (1) Special Exempt Spot shall be held at each International 
Tournament.  Special Exempt Spot is defined as a singles 
Main Draw spot reserved for a singles player who is unable 
to compete in the Qualifying of an International Tournament 
(“Special Exempt Tournament”) in which she has been accepted 
because she is still competing in a Qualified Singles Event.  A 
“Qualified Singles Event” is defined as the singles event of any 
International, Premier, or Grand Slam Tournament in the week 
before the Special Exempt Tournament.

 (a) Application Process

  Eligible singles players must apply for a Special Exempt 
Spot prior to the Qualifying Sign-In deadline at the Special 
Exempt Tournament.  A Special Exempt Request Form must 
be submitted to the WTA Supervisor at the Tournament 
where a player is still competing, to the WTA Supervisor 
at the Special Exempt Tournament, or through a WTA 
Operations staff member.

  A player who is still competing at the Qualifying Sign-In 
deadline will only be eligible to receive a Special Exempt 
Spot if she wins her match at the Qualified Singles Event, or 
the match is re-scheduled to be on the first day of Qualifying 
at the Special Exempt Tournament due to weather or other 
unforeseen circumstances.  Matches scheduled and played 
on the Qualifying Sign-In day which finish past midnight 
will not be considered as being played on the first day of 
Qualifying and will not make a player eligible for a Special 
Exempt Spot.

 (b) Selection Process

  If more than one (1) player is eligible for the Special Exempt 
Spot, selection will be based on a player’s singles ranking, 
using the most recent WTA Rankings issued prior to the 
Special Exempt Tournament, or a player’s Special Ranking 
if used to enter the Special Exempt Tournament, with the 
highest ranked applicant selected first.  

  Once a player is selected for a Special Exempt Spot, she is 
committed to the Special Exempt Tournament and subject 
to all late withdrawal rules and penalties.
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  If Qualifying has not started and the player selected for 
the Special Exempt Spot subsequently withdraws from 
the Tournament or moves into the Main Draw of the 
Tournament with her WTA Ranking as a direct acceptance, 
the next player eligible for the Special Exempt Spot moves 
into the draw.  If there are no other players eligible for 
the Special Exempt Spot, the next player from the Main 
Draw Alternate List moves into the draw. After the start of 
Qualifying, a Lucky Loser will fill the open spot in the draw. 

 (c) Draw Procedures

  If prior to the Main Draw Entry Deadline of an International 
Tournament, it is established that there will be no Special 
Exempt Spots due to a lack of Qualified Singles Events in 
the previous week, the reserved spot shall be filled with a 
Direct Acceptance from the original acceptance list. 

  If at any time up until the Qualifying Sign-in Deadline it is 
determined that no players will be eligible for the Special 
Exempt Spot, the reserved spot shall be immediately filled 
by the next in player from the main draw alternate list.

 b. Openings in the Main Draw*

 i. Top 10 Player Replacement

  If a Top 10 Player who was a direct acceptance withdraws after 
the Qualifying Sign-In Deadline, a Tournament may replace 
that Top 10 Player with another Top 10 Player who is eligible 
(including subject to Section II.D - Commitment Deadlines and 
Rules) to play the Tournament up until the Main Draw is made.  
The replacement Top 10 Player does not have to have previous-
ly entered the Tournament, and once the replacement Top 10 
Player is confirmed, she fills the Main Draw spot vacated by the 
withdrawing Top 10 Player. If the Tournament does not secure a 
replacement Top 10 Player, the vacated Main Draw spot is filled 
according to parts ii. and iii. of this Section III.C.1.b.

 ii. Before Qualifying Begins

  Next-In Main Draw Alternates, based on the WTA Rankings cur-
rently used for alternate status, will fill any such openings.



 iii. After the Qualifying Begins

  Lucky Losers will fill any such openings in the Main Draw, except 
in the following cases:

 (a) An Alternate Wild Card replacement; or

 (b) The correction of a WTA administrative error.

  See Section III.C.4 - Wild Cards.

*See Section III.C.6.d - Withdrawal of a Seed for the procedures to be followed 
when a seeded player withdraws from a Tournament.

 c. Openings in Qualifying or Main Draw Only Events

 i. On-site Alternates

  On-site Alternates are those players waiting to get into the Main 
Draw or Qualifying who have:

 (a) Signed an Official WTA Entry Form and entered the 
Tournament by the official deadline; and

 (b) Signed in with the Supervisor or a WTA Operations staff 
member by the 4:00 p.m. tournament local time Qualifying 
Sign-In deadline on the day prior to the start of Qualifying 
(or, if there is no Qualifying, by 4:00 p.m. tournament local 
time on the day prior to the start of the Main Draw).

 ii. Additional Qualifying Wild Cards

  At Tournaments where there are no on-site Alternates, open-
ings in the draw may be filled by additional Tournament Wild 
Cards.  Players/teams waiting to get into the draw as additional 
Tournament Wild Cards must:

 (a) Sign in with the Supervisor or a WTA Operations staff mem-
ber by the 4:00 p.m. tournament local time Qualifying Sign-
In deadline the day prior to the start of Qualifying;

 (b) Submit a request to the Tournament Director and be 
approved as an additional Qualifying Wild Card; and
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 (c) Sign in with the Supervisor/Referee 30 minutes prior to the 
scheduled start of play each day to be eligible for any open-
ings in the draw that day.

  See Section III.C.4 - Wild Cards.

 iii. Sign-In Procedures*

 (a) The Sign-In deadline for Alternates is 30 minutes prior to 
the scheduled start of play for the day.

 (b) An Alternate or Lucky Loser is not required to sign in one  day 
to be eligible as an Alternate/Lucky Loser another day.  (This 
applies to singles and doubles Alternates and to Lucky Losers.)

 (c) An on-site Alternate is eligible to substitute for all 1st round 
matches and for 2nd round matches when the player or 
team has had a 1st round bye.

 (d) The first Lucky Loser/on-site Alternate must be ready to 
play within fifteen (15) minutes of being called for a match.  
If the first on-site Alternate fails to be ready to play within 
fifteen (15) minutes, the next on-site Alternate must be 
ready to play within five (5) minutes of the time her match is 
called.  Any subsequent on-site Alternate must be ready to 
play within five (5) minutes of the time her match is called.  
Matches will not be held for Alternates still competing in 
another ITF or WTA Tournament.  If an on-site Alternate fails 
to show for a match, she will be considered a No Show.

 * The Acceptance Ranking determines the order of on-site Alternates.

 d. On-Site Draw Procedure for Administrative Error – Preliminary Match

  If an administrative error has been made in a Tournament acceptance 
list and too many players have been accepted into the Tournament, 
the following procedures will be followed:

 i. The last two (2) players accepted into the Tournament based 
upon the most current updated entry list, regardless of whether 
the draw has been made (excluding Wild Cards, Qualifiers and 
Top 10 Players), will play a preliminary match for one (1) spot in 
the draw.



 ii. The loser of the preliminary match will receive 1st round prize 
money and 1st round ranking points.

  Prize money payment to the loser of the preliminary match will 
not constitute an additional expense to the Tournament; the 
WTA will pay it.

 iii. The winner of the preliminary match will receive prize money 
and ranking points for the round reached in the draw.  In addi-
tion, the player will receive 25% of 2nd round prize money (paid 
by the WTA) and 35% of 2nd round ranking points.

  The WTA will reimburse per diem expenses to the loser of the prelim-
inary match per the Rules.

2. Singles – Qualifying Draw

 a. Minimum Draw Size
  
  Minimum number of places in the Qualifying competition will be 

sixteen (16) (except at WTA125Ks).

 b. Composition
 
  The Qualifying Draw will consist of some or all of the following:

 i. Direct Acceptance

  Those players accepted based on the WTA Rankings at the time 
of entry deadline or unless an exception is authorized via a 
Special Ranking.

 ii. On-site Alternates Acceptance

  On-site Alternates (defined in sub-Section C.1.c.) shall be priori-
tized for acceptance as follows:

 (a) Players who have entered the Tournament by the applica-
ble deadline and appear on the Tournament entry list will 
be accepted based on the entry list order;

 (b) After the Qualifying Freeze Deadline (see Section III.A.19), 
players who are not entered but sign-in on site will be 
accepted based on their most recent WTA Ranking (subject 
to the ranking minimums detailed in Section III.A.5.h.);
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 (c) WTA full members in order of their current singles ranking 
(not subject to the ranking minimums detailed in Section 
III.A.5.h.) who sign-in on site.

  
  Players cannot use their Special Ranking for (b) or (c) above. 

Section III.A.10 will be used in the event of ties and no singles 
ranking. All other players will need a Wild Card to be accepted 
into the Qualifying Draw.

 iii. Wild Card Nominations

  Those players named Wild Cards by the Tournament Director 
to fill designated spots in the draw.  (See Section III.C.4 - Wild 
Cards.)

  Tournament Directors must name and notify the WTA of their 
final Wild Card nominations, in writing, by the Qualifying Sign-In 
deadline.

  If there are open spots in the draw and no On-site Alternates, the 
open spots will revert to the Tournament Director as Additional 
Wild Card spots.  These Wild Cards will count towards a player’s 
yearly allotment of Wild Cards.

  If a Qualifying Wild Card withdraws before the Qualifying Draw 
has started, the Tournament Director may name an alternate 
Wild Card, even if the Wild Card nomination deadline has 
passed.  (See Section III.C.4.a.iv - Filling Vacant Wild Card Spots.)

 c. Sign-In Deadlines

 i. Qualifiers

  Each Qualifier must sign in by 4:00 p.m. tournament local time 
on the day prior to the start of Qualifying or she will not be 
placed in the draw.  A player must sign in by contacting (either 
in person or by a telephone conversation) the on-site Supervisor, 
a Supervisor at an event at which she is competing, or WTA 
Operations. Each player is ultimately responsible for confirming 
that the Supervisor or WTA Operations has received her sign-in 
before the 4:00 p.m. (tournament local time) deadline. (See also 
Section III.D.6 - Postponement of First Round Qualifying of WTA 
Tournament.)



 ii. On-Site Alternates

  On-site Alternates must have signed in as set forth in sub-Section 
C.1.c.  If an Alternate has not been accepted into the Qualifying 
Draw, she must sign in with or contact the Supervisor before 30 
minutes prior to the scheduled start of play each day.  An on-site 
Alternate is eligible to substitute for all 1st round matches and 
for 2nd round matches when there are 1st round byes.  A player 
(Alternate or Lucky Loser) will not lose her Alternate/Lucky Loser 
status if she chooses not to sign in each day.

 d. Openings in the Qualifying Draw

 i. Before the Qualifying Freeze Deadline (see Section III.A.19)

  Any such openings are filled by Next In Qualifying Alternates 
based on the WTA Rankings used for Alternate Status.

 ii. After the Qualifying Freeze Deadline but before Qualifying Sign-
In (4:00 p.m. tournament local time)

  Any such openings are filled by Alternates who have signed in 
with a WTA Operations staff member or the Supervisor based 
on the On-site Alternates Acceptance procedure set forth in 
sub-Section 2.b.ii. above. 

 
 e. After the Qualifying Sign-In

  These openings are filled by On-site Alternates who were not accept-
ed into the draw based on the order determined at the Qualifying 
Sign-in Deadline using the On-site Alternates Acceptance procedure 
set forth in sub-Section 2.b.ii. above.  Players must have signed in as 
set forth in Section III.C.1.c. to maintain eligibility for any openings.  

  The first on-site Alternate must be ready to play within fifteen (15) 
minutes of being called for a match.  Matches will not be held for 
Alternates still competing in another ITF or WTA Tournament.

  If a Qualifying spot becomes available prior to the start of the last 
qualifying match of the day, the Alternate will be determined by the 
Sign-In for that day. However, where there are no Alternates signed 
in and the match affected by the withdrawal is not scheduled for that 
day, the following day’s Sign-In will be used to fill the vacant spot.  If 
a spot becomes available after the start of the last qualifying match 
of the day/night, the spot will be filled by the highest ranked player 
who signs in the following day.
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3. Doubles Main Draw

 a. Entries

  All doubles-only players must sign an Official WTA Entry Form prior 
to the commencement of the doubles event or enter online via 
PlayerZone.  This requirement shall not apply to the WTA Finals or 
WTA Elite Trophy, see Section IX for entry and acceptance rules at the 
WTA Finals and WTA Elite Trophy.

  All doubles entries using a Special Ranking must be submitted to (i) the 
Supervisor in writing if entering on site; or (ii) tourops@wtatennis.com 
by the applicable entry deadline if using the advance entry system (see 
Section III.C.3.b.i below).  Players may use their doubles Special Ranking 
for advance entry and singles or doubles Special Ranking for on-site 
entry. (See Section XIV.C - WTA Special Ranking Rule.)

 b. Deadlines

 i. Advance Entry
  
  The deadline for advance entry into the doubles Main Draw of 

any Premier or International Tournament is 5:00 p.m. Eastern 
time (New York, USA time) on the Monday two (2) weeks prior to 
the singles Main Draw start date of such Tournament (“Doubles 
Advance Entry Deadline”). A player may only enter one (1) 
Tournament per week through the doubles advance entry sys-
tem. A player who is entered or accepted into the singles Main 
Draw or singles Qualifying of a Tournament as of the Doubles 
Advance Entry Deadline may only enter doubles at that same 
Tournament in that week. 

  There is no doubles advance entry for WTA 125K Series events; 
players must enter on-site. 

  
 ii. On-Site Entry

  The deadline for on-site entry into the doubles Main Draw of 
any WTA Tournament is 12:00 noon tournament local time 
on the day before the start of the singles Main Draw at such 
Tournament (unless the Official WTA Tournament Fact Sheet 
states otherwise). A team must sign in by contacting (in person or 
by a telephone conversation) the on-site Supervisor, Supervisor 
at an event at which one of the team’s players is competing, or 
WTA Operations. A team may sign in beginning the day prior to 
the day sign-in closes. Each team is ultimately responsible for 



confirming that the Supervisor or WTA Operations has received 
its sign-in before the 12:00 noon (tournament local time) dead-
line.

 iii. A player may not sign in on-site or using the doubles advance 
entry system with more than one (1) partner.

 
 c. Acceptance

 i. Advance Entry

  (a) Acceptance at each Tournament is determined by the 
   highest combined WTA Doubles Rankings of the players on 
   each entering team as of the Doubles Advance Entry 
   Deadline for that Tournament. 

  (b) Prior to the Qualifying Freeze Deadline (see Section III.A.19), 
   the next team on the Advance Entry Alternate List replaces 
   any withdrawing team.  

  (c) Teams on the Advance Entry Alternate List after the 2:00 
   p.m. Qualifying Freeze Deadline must re-enter on-site to be 
   eligible for acceptance. 

  (d) If there are any openings in the Advance Entry List as of 
   the Doubles Advance Entry Deadline, the next eligible team 
   on the On-Site Entry Alternate List will fill the open spot 
   after the on-site entry process. 

 ii. On-Site Entry

  (a) In accordance with the chart in Section III.C.3.g below, 
   acceptance at each Tournament is determined by splitting 
   the allotted on-site spots between teams:

   (i) using the highest combined WTA Doubles 
    Rankings of the players on each entering team as 
    of the week prior to the start of that Tournament; 
    and

   (ii) using the highest of the combined WTA Singles or 
    Doubles Rankings of the players on each entering 
    team as of the week prior to the start of that 
    Tournament. 
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  (b) Teams that enter a Tournament but do not receive a direct 
 acceptance become Alternates for the sign-in day of 

   that Tournament, and the On-Site Entry Alternate List will 
   be in order of the highest of the combined WTA Singles or 
   Doubles Rankings of the players on each entering team as 
   of the week prior to the start of that Tournament. To remain 
   eligible for subsequent days, Alternates must have entered 
   in accordance with Section III.C.3.a above and must follow 
   the procedures for Openings in the Main Draw in Section 
   III.C.3.h below.

 (c) If two (2) times during any Tour Year a player accepted into 
a Tournament using her WTA Singles Ranking or singles 
Special Ranking subsequently withdraws or retires from 
the doubles Main Draw of that Tournament after playing 
or earning a result in a doubles match, she forfeits her eli-
gibility to use her WTA Singles Ranking or singles Special 
Ranking to enter the doubles Main Draw at any WTA 
Tournament for the remainder of that Tour Year unless: (i) 
she also has withdrawn or retired from singles at the same 
Tournament; or (ii) she is declared unfit to play.

 
 iii. Entries Using Combined WTA Doubles Rankings

  (a) The WTA will assign an eligible unranked player a rank 
   of one (1) plus the ranking of the lowest player on the WTA 
   Doubles Rankings applicable to acceptance. 

  (b) If two (2) or more teams are tied, the following team 
   receives priority:
  
   (i) the team with the greatest combined total WTA 
    Doubles Ranking points; or if still tied

   (ii) the team with the highest combined WTA Doubles 
    Rankings from the week prior to the WTA Doubles 
    Rankings applicable to acceptance; or if still tied

  (iii) the team with the fewest Tournaments played as a 
   team in the previous 52-week period.

 iv. Entries Using Combined WTA Singles or Doubles Rankings

  Teams that enter using the highest of its players’ combined WTA 
Singles or Doubles Rankings receive priority in the following 
order: (a) the team using two (2) WTA Singles Rankings to enter; 
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(b) the team using one (1) WTA Singles Ranking to enter; and (c) 
the team using two (2) WTA Doubles Rankings to enter. If after 
applying these priority procedures two (2) or more teams are 
tied for qualification under (a) or (b), the team with the high-
est-ranked (as of the WTA Rankings applicable to acceptance) 
singles player receives priority. If after applying these proce-
dures two (2) or more teams are tied for qualification under (c), 
the tie break procedures under Section III.C.3.c.iii above apply.

d. Seeding

 Seeding is in order of the accepted teams’ combined WTA Doubles 
 Rankings as of the week prior to the start of the Tournament. If two 

(2) or more teams are tied, then Section III.C.3.c.iii(b) above deter-
mines the team that receives priority.

e. Withdrawing from the Advance Entry List

 i. Prior to the on-site entry deadline in Section III.C.3.b.ii above, 
a team may withdraw from the advance entry list or Advance 
Entry Alternate List via PlayerZone without penalty. If a with-
drawing team has been accepted into the doubles Main Draw of 
the Tournament at the time of withdrawal, it must indicate the 
withdrawing player upon withdrawal, and: 

  (a) the withdrawing player may not: (i) re-enter that Tournament 
   (except by Wild Card); and (ii) enter or accept a Wild Card  

 into the doubles draw of another WTA Tournament in the  
 same week unless she has been accepted into the singles  
 draw of that other WTA Tournament via Wild Card; and

  (b) the non-withdrawing player may re-enter that Tournament 
   or enter another Tournament on site with another partner 
   or accept a Wild Card into the doubles draw of another WTA 
   Tournament in the same week. 

 ii. The WTA automatically will withdraw a team from the advance 
entry list or Advance Entry Alternate List if one player on that 
team is accepted via Wild Card into either the singles Main Draw 
or Qualifying at another WTA Tournament in the same week. The 
team may enter the doubles draw on-site at the Tournament at 
which one or both of its players have been accepted via Wild 
Card into the singles Main Draw or Qualifying. 
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 f. Preliminary Matches

  If it becomes necessary to play a doubles preliminary match in the 
Main Draw, the two (2) lowest-ranked teams using the ranking with 
which they were accepted (excluding Wild Cards) will play a prelimi-
nary match for one (1) spot in the draw. The team that wins the pre-
liminary match will receive the prize money and ranking points for 
the round it reaches in the Main Draw, except that if it loses its first 
round match, it receives 25% of second round prize money (which 
the WTA shall pay) and 35% of second round ranking points.

  The team that loses the preliminary match will receive first round 
prize money (which the WTA shall pay) and first round ranking 
points.

  The WTA also shall reimburse the team that loses the preliminary 
match for its per diem expenses in accordance with the Rules.

 g. Composition

  The following chart outlines the composition of the doubles draw for 
each WTA Tournament level and draw size: 

  The Main Draw will consist of some or all of the following:

 i. Direct Acceptance Teams
    
  Teams accepted in accordance with Section III.C.3.c above are 

direct acceptance teams.

DRAW COMPOSITION

Tournament 
Level

Draw 
Size

Regular 
Wild 

Cards

Top 20 
Wild 

Cards

Advance 
Entry 
Spots

On Site 
Doubles 

Combined 
Ranking 

Spots

On Site 
Singles or 
Doubles 

Combined 
Ranking 

Spots

Premier 32 2 1 23 3 3

Premier 28 2 1 19 3 3

Premier 16 1 1 10 2 2

International 16 1 1 10 2 2
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 ii. Wild Card Nominations

  Teams named Wild Cards by the Tournament Director to fill 
designated spots in the draw are Wild Card nominations.  (See 
Section III.C.4 - Wild Cards.)

  Final Wild Card nominations must be named in writing by 11:30 
a.m. tournament local time the day of the on-site Doubles Sign-
In Deadline.  The WTA must approve all Wild Card nominations 
in regard to the Age Eligibility Rule and other rule limitations.

  At Tournaments where not enough teams enter on site to fill all 
the spots in the draw, the openings in the draw may be filled by 
Additional Tournament Wild Cards. Teams waiting to get into 
the draw as Additional Wild Cards must have signed-in by the 
on-site Doubles Sign-In Deadline, submitted a request to the 
Tournament Director, and signed-in to Doubles Alternates list 
30 minutes prior to the scheduled start of play each day to be 
eligible for any openings in the draw that day.

 h. Openings in the Main Draw*

 i. Advance Entry List
 
  After the Qualifying Freeze Deadline, the next team on the 

On-Site Entry Alternate List replaces any withdrawing team.

 ii. On-Site Entry

  (a) At Sign-In Deadline
  
   Openings in the Main Draw will be filled by the next team 
   on the On-Site Entry Alternate List.

  (b) After Sign-In Deadline

   If openings occur after the day of Sign-In deadline, in order 
   to be eligible, the team must sign in as an Alternate with 
   or contact the on-site Supervisor thirty (30) minutes prior to 
   the start of doubles play each day or by the Doubles 
   Alternate Sign-In deadline determined by the on-site 
   Supervisor/Referee and indicated on the order of play.

   An on-site Alternate team is eligible to substitute for all 1st 
   round matches and for second round matches when there 

 are first round byes.  If a team chooses not to sign in on one 
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day, it will not lose its eligibility to sign in for subsequent 
days.

 (i)  Prior to the Start of the Last Doubles Match of Day

  If a spot becomes available prior to the start of the 
last doubles match of the day/night, the Alternate will 
be determined by the Sign-In for that day.  However, 
where there are no Alternates signed in, and the match 
affected by the withdrawal is not scheduled for that 
day, the following day’s Sign-In will be used to fill the 
vacant spot. 

 (ii)  After the Start of the Last Doubles Match of Day

  If the spot becomes available after the start of the last 
doubles match of the day/night, the spot will be filled 
by the highest ranked team that signs in the following 
day using the highest of its players’ combined WTA 
Singles or Doubles Rankings as of the week prior to the 
start of the Tournament. 

 * See Section III.C.6.d - Withdrawal of a Seed for the procedures to be followed 
when a seeded team withdraws from a Tournament.

4. Wild Cards

 Wild Cards are those players chosen by the Tournament Director to fill 
designated spots in the draw.  The only restrictions on Wild Cards are 
those for players who have already used the maximum number of Wild 
Cards allowed in a Tour Year and those players who are ineligible to 
receive a Wild Card due to restrictions set forth in the Age Eligibility Rule, 
Top 20 Wild Card Rules, WTA 125K rules, Anti-Corruption Program, Anti-
Doping Program, or Prize Money Policy.  By reason of the foregoing, Wild 
Cards are not considered official until approved by the WTA.  A Wild Card 
may be seeded, based on WTA seeding procedures.

 a. Main Draw Singles

  A player may not be awarded more than one (1) singles Wild Card in 
any calendar week.

 i. Top 20 Wild Card - Premier and International Tournaments

  Each non-Mandatory Tournament receives two (2) “Top 20 Wild 
Card” spots, which can only be used by Top 10 Players, players 
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with a singles ranking of 11-20 at the end of the preceding Tour 
Year (“Top 20 Players”), past Grand Slam singles champions, past 
WTA Finals singles champions, past Premier Mandatory tour-
nament singles champions, and/or former WTA No. 1 ranked 
singles players as follows:

 (a) For Premier 5 Tournaments, if a Tournament’s Player 
Commitment Formula has not been met prior to the start of 
the Tournament, the Top 20 Wild Card will be first used by 
the WTA to move a Top 10 Player into the Main Draw of the 
Tournament to satisfy the Player Commitment Formula, no 
matter what the player’s ranking.  If the WTA does not use 
the Top 20 Wild Card, the Tournament Director may award 
the Top 20 Wild Card to any Top 10 Player, Top 20 Player, 
past Grand Slam singles champion, past WTA Finals singles 
champion, past Premier Mandatory tournament singles 
champion, and/or former WTA No. 1 ranked singles player.  
If the WTA and the Tournament do not use the Top 20 Wild 
Card(s), the Wild Card spot(s) revert(s) to the next player(s) 
waiting to get into the draw.  

 (b) For Premier 700 Tournaments, the Tournament Director 
may award the Top 20 Wild Card to any Top 10 Player, Top 
20 Player, past Grand Slam singles champion, past WTA 
Finals singles champion, past Premier Mandatory tourna-
ment singles champion, and/or former WTA No. 1 ranked 
singles player. If the Tournament does not use the Top 20 
Wild Card(s), the Wild Card spot(s) revert(s) to the next play-
er(s) waiting to get into the draw.  

 (c) For International Tournaments, the WTA can use a Top 20 
Wild Card to automatically fill any open Top 10 Player spots 
with players on the Top 10 Next-In List. If the WTA does 
not use the Top 20 Wild Card, the Tournament Director 
must award the Top 20 Wild Card to any Top 20 Player, 
past Grand Slam singles champion, past WTA Finals singles 
champion, past Premier Mandatory tournament singles 
champion, and/or former WTA No. 1 ranked singles player 
who requests it prior to the Qualifying Freeze Deadline. 

  In awarding Top 20 Wild Cards to Top 20 Players, past Grand 
Slam singles champions, past WTA Finals singles champi-
ons, past Premier Mandatory tournament singles champi-
ons, and/or former WTA No. 1 ranked singles players under 
this Section III.C.4.a.i.(c), Tournaments must adhere to the 
following procedures:
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 (i)  If more than two (2) eligible players request a Top 20 
Wild Card, the Tournament shall decide which eligible 
player it awards the Top 20 Wild card;

 (ii)  If only one eligible player requests a Top 20 Wild Card, 
the Tournament must award one Top 20 Wild Card to 
the eligible player making the request, and the second 
Top 20 Wild Card will revert to the next player waiting 
to get into the draw;

 (iii)  If there are no eligible players requesting a Top 20 Wild 
Card, the Tournament can award one Top 20 Wild Card 
to any player as per the rules in this Section 4, and the 
second Top 20 Wild Card will revert to the next player 
waiting to get into the draw.

  If neither of the Top 20 Wild Cards are awarded, both Top 
20 Wild Card spots revert to the next players waiting to get 
into the draw.

 (d) The awarding of the Top 20 Wild Card shall be subject to the 
Wild Card Maximums, Age Eligibility, Anti-Doping Program, 
Premier Prize Money and Prize Money Policy restrictions. 

 (e) If a Top 10 Player withdraws from a Premier 5 Tournament 
after the Qualifying Freeze Deadline (2:00 p.m. Eastern Time 
on the day prior to the Qualifying Sign-In) and, as a result, 
the Tournament’s Player Commitment Formula is no longer 
met, the Tournament has up until the start of Qualifying to 
name one (1) or both of the Top 20 Wild Cards with replace-
ment Top 10 Players to satisfy its Player Commitment 
Formula.

 ii. WTA 125K Wild Cards

 (a) Each WTA 125K will receive four (4) standard Wild Card 
spots plus two (2) Wild Card spots which can only be used 
by non-Top 10 Players with a singles ranking of 11-50 at 
the Main Draw Entry Deadline (“Top 11-50 Player”).  Top 
11-50 Players may not enter WTA 125K events and may only 
participate in WTA 125K events through a Wild Card nom-
ination. The total number of Top 11-50 Players in singles 
and doubles combined allowed to accept a Wild Card spot 
varies based on the scheduling of the WTA 125K as follows:
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WTA 125K Date Total # of Top 11-50 Players 
Allowed to Compete in Singles 

and Doubles Combined

Same week as Premier or International 
Tournament (including the WTA Elite Trophy)

2

2nd Week of a Grand Slam/2-Week Premier 
Mandatory 

4

Off Season 4

  (b) If not awarded, vacant Top 11-50 Wild Card spots revert to 
   the next players waiting to get into the draw. 

  (c) The awarding of Wild Cards shall be subject to the Wild 
   Card Maximums, Age Eligibility Rule, and Anti-Doping 
   Program.  

 iii. Nomination Deadlines
 
 (a) The Tournament Director must provide a tentative list of all 

Wild Card nominations seven (7) days prior to the start of 
the Main Draw of the Tournament.

 (b) The Tournament Director must advise the WTA or the 
Supervisor in writing of the singles Wild Card nominations 
and Alternate Wild Card nominations by 4:00 p.m. tourna-
ment local time, the day of Qualifying Sign-In.  If there is no 
Qualifying event, Wild Card nominations must be made in 
writing by Friday, 4:00 p.m. tournament local time the week 
preceding the Tournament, or by 4:00 p.m. tournament 
local time the day before the draw is made, whichever 
comes first.  Off-season WTA 125Ks must submit their Top 
11-50 Wild Card nominations no later than the Wednesday 
prior to the start of the Main Draw.

  Wild Cards named by the Tournament Director prior to the 
deadline will be tentative until the Qualifying Sign-In deadline.

 iv. Filling Vacant Wild Card Spots

 (a) Qualifying:

  Until the start of Qualifying, the Tournament Director will be 
allowed to fill a vacated Qualifying Wild Card spot with an 
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alternate Wild Card nominated prior to the Qualifying Wild 
Card nominations deadline in the following instances:

 (i) If at any time prior to the scheduled start of Qualifying, 
a Wild Card or Wild Card team is accepted into the 
Qualifying or Main Draw based upon her or their com-
puter ranking or as a Special Exempt; or

 (ii) If a Wild Card has withdrawn from the Tournament 
prior to the scheduled start of Qualifying.

 (b) Main Draw

  If a Main Draw Wild Card withdraws from the Tournament 
after the Wild Card nomination deadline, the Tournament 
Director can replace her with either a previously named or 
a new Wild Card nomination up until the draw is made. The 
replacement singles Wild Card cannot be a player who has 
participated in the Qualifying.

 (c) With a Lucky Loser

  If the Tournament does not name another Wild Card, a 
Lucky Loser will fill the open spot.

 v. Additional Tournament Qualifying Wild Cards

  At Tournaments where there are no on-site Alternates, openings 
in the qualifying draw may be filled by additional Tournament 
Wild Cards.  Players waiting to get into the draw, as additional 
Tournament Wild Cards must:

 (a) Sign in with the Supervisor or a WTA Operations staff mem-
ber by the 4:00 p.m. tournament local time Qualifying Sign-
In deadline the day prior to the start of Qualifying;

 (b) Submit a request to the Tournament Director and be 
approved as an additional Qualifying Wild Card; and

 (c) Sign in with the Supervisor/Referee thirty (30) minutes prior 
to the scheduled start of play each day to be eligible for any 
openings in the draw that day.
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 vi. Confirmation of Wild Card Acceptance

 (a) Tournament Responsibility

  Before advising the WTA or Supervisor of the singles Wild 
Cards, the Tournament Director shall have confirmed with 
the player that she will accept the Wild Card.

 (b) Player Responsibility

  In addition to confirming to the Tournament Director that 
she will accept a Wild Card, if offered, the player also must 
provide written notification of the Wild Card acceptance 
to the on-site Supervisor at the relevant Tournament or to 
WTA Operations by the Qualifying Sign-In deadline (4:00 
p.m. tournament local time, the day prior to the start of 
Qualifying).

  If a player accepts a Wild Card and subsequently withdraws 
prior to her first match played, the Wild Card will not count 
towards her Wild Card allotment. A player will be subject to 
a Late Withdrawal fine only if the withdrawal occurs after 
the start of Qualifying.

 vii. Wild Card Maximum

  Except as otherwise set forth herein, the maximum number 
of Wild Cards a player may receive into singles Premier and 
International Tournaments during a Tour Year is six (6), with a 
maximum of three (3) allowed in the Main Draw. This maximum 
does not apply to Wild Cards accepted into Grand Slams. Wild 
Cards accepted into Women’s ITF World Tennis Tour events and 
WTA 125Ks count separately.

  The maximum number of Wild Cards a player may receive into 
singles WTA 125Ks during the calendar year is three (3).  These 
Wild Cards are in addition to the maximum number of Wild 
Cards allowed in Premier/International Tournaments.  

  It is the player’s responsibility to track the number of Wild Cards 
she has used. 

 b. Doubles

 i. Top 20 Doubles Wild Card – Premier and International 
Tournaments
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  Each Premier Tournament will receive one (1) Wild Card spot 
which can only be granted to a doubles team on which one (1) 
player is a Top 20 Player, past singles Grand Slam champion, 
past singles winner of the WTA Finals and/or former WTA ranked 
No. 1 singles or doubles player (“Top 20 Doubles Wild Card”). If 
there is no request for a Top 20 Doubles Wild Card at a Premier 
Tournament or a Premier Tournament does not grant a Top 
20 Doubles Wild Card to an eligible team, the unused Top 20 
Doubles Wild Card(s) will go to the next-in team. 

  Each International Tournament will receive one (1) Top 20 
Doubles Wild Card.  If there is no request for a Top 20 Doubles 
Wild Card at an International Tournament, the unused Top 20 
Doubles Wild Card will revert to the Tournament as an additional 
Doubles Wild Card.  However, if one (1) or more eligible team(s) 
requests the Top 20 Doubles Wild Card but the Tournament 
does not grant it to them, the unused Top 20 Doubles Wild Card 
will go to the next-in team.    

  Notwithstanding any other Wild Card rule, any player accepting 
a Top 20 Doubles Wild Card who subsequently withdraws or 
retires from the doubles Draw shall forfeit any right she may 
have  to unlimited Doubles Wild Cards (i.e., eligible only for the 
annual maximum of three (3) Doubles Wild Cards), unless: (a)  
the player also withdraws/retires from the singles Draw; (b) the 
player is declared unfit to play; or (c) the player also withdraws 
from playing singles in a Tournament she entered to be held the 
following week. 

 ii. WTA 125K Wild Card
 
  Each WTA 125K will receive one (1) doubles Wild Card spot.  

The total number of Top 11-50 Players in singles and doubles 
combined allowed to accept a Wild Card spot varies based on 
the scheduling of the WTA 125K.  (See chart in Section III.C.4.a.ii.)  
The awarding of Wild Cards shall be subject to the Wild Card 
Maximums, Age Eligibility Rule and Anti-Doping Program.

 iii. Filling Vacant Wild Card Spots

  If a Main Draw Wild Card team withdraws from the Tournament 
after the Wild Card nomination deadline, the Tournament 
Director can replace the team with either a previously named or 
new Wild Card team nomination up until the draw is made.
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 iv. Confirmation of Wild Card Acceptance
 
  In order for a player to accept a Wild Card, she must provide 

written notification to the on-site Supervisor at the relevant 
Tournament by the on-site Doubles Sign-In deadline (12:00 
noon tournament local time on the day prior to the start of the 
Main Draw).

  If the player accepts the Wild Card and subsequently withdraws 
after the on-site Doubles Sign-In deadline, she will be subject to 
a Late Withdrawal fine.

 v. Wild Card Maximum

  Except as otherwise set forth herein, the maximum number 
of Wild Cards a player may receive into doubles Premier and 
International Tournaments during a Tour Year is three (3).  This 
maximum does not apply to Wild Cards accepted into Grand 
Slams.  Wild Cards accepted into Women’s ITF World Tennis Tour 
events and WTA 125Ks count separately.

  The maximum number of Wild Cards a player may receive into 
doubles WTA 125Ks during the calendar year is three (3).  These 
Wild Cards are in addition to the maximum number of Wild 
Cards allowed in Premier/International Tournaments.  

  It is the player’s responsibility to track the number of Wild Cards 
she has used.

 c. Exceptions

  The following exceptions apply to both singles and doubles Wild 
Cards where indicated:

 i. Top 10 Players may receive an unlimited number of Wild Card 
nominations in singles and/or doubles.  This does not apply to 
players under the Age Eligibility Rule.

 
 ii. A Wild Card into the WTA Elite Trophy will not count toward the 

maximum number of Wild Cards a player can receive during the 
Tour Year.

 iii. Players will forfeit any ranking points earned at WTA Tournaments 
by the acceptance of Wild Cards above these limits.
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 iv. Players who have competed in at least six (6) WTA Premier 
or International Tournaments or Grand Slam Tournaments 
per Tour Year for ten (10) Tour Years or more (not necessarily 
consecutively) will be allowed three (3) additional Wild Cards, 
either in Main Draw or in Qualifying, in both singles and dou-
bles at WTA Tournaments (including Premier, International, and 
125K Series); provided, however, that each year prior to 2019 
in which a player competed in at least one (1) WTA Premier or 
International Tournament or Grand Slam counts toward the ten 
(10) Tour Years required in this Rule.

 v. Any player who is a past singles champion of a Grand Slam or 
WTA Finals will be allowed an unlimited number of Singles Main 
Draw Wild Card nominations, including Top 20 Singles Wild 
Card and 125K Top 11-50 Wild Card nominations if such player 
is a Top 11-50 Player.

 vi. Any player who is a past doubles champion of a Grand Slam or 
winner of the WTA Finals Women’s Doubles title will be allowed an 
unlimited number of Doubles Wild Card nominations, including Top 
20 Doubles Wild Card nomination if such player is a Top 20 Player, 
past Grand Slam singles champion, past WTA Finals singles champi-
on, and/or former WTA No. 1 ranked singles or doubles player.

 vii. Pursuant to the Age Eligibility Rule, players under the age of 17 
are restricted in the number and level of Wild Cards they may 
receive.  (See Section XV.A.2 - Event Participation.)

 viii. Pursuant to the Anti-Doping Program, players who have retired 
may not receive a Wild Card until they have satisfied the appli-
cable anti-doping testing requirements. 

Wild Card Reference Charts

Singles Main Draw – Premier/International

Draw Size§ Top 20 Wild Cards Other Wild Cards

Premier 28/30/32!
International 32*

2 2

Premier 48/56! 2 3

Premier Mandatory 60/64 0 5

Premier Mandatory 96 0 8
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Doubles Main Draw – Premier/International
Draw Size§ Top 20 Wild Cards Other Wild Cards

Premier 16** 1 1

International 16** 1 1

Premier 28/32** 1 2

Qualifying Draw – Premier/International

 Draw Size§ Wild Cards

 16 2

 24/32 4

48 6

64/96/128 8

 
 § See Section IX - for Wild Cards for the WTA Finals and WTA Elite Trophy.
 ! See Section III.C.4.a.i.(a) & (b) - for unused Wild Cards at Premier events.
 * See Section III.C.4.a.i.(c) - for unused Wild Cards at International events.
 ** See Section III.C.4.b for unused Doubles Wild Cards.

WTA 125Ks

Week Top 11-50
Wild 

Cards

Standard
Singles

Main Draw
Wild Cards

Singles 
Qualifying
Draw Wild

Cards
 (Draw Size 8/16)

Singles
Qualifying
Draw Wild

Cards
(Draw Size 24)

Doubles
Main Draw
Wild Cards

Same week 
as Premier/ 

International 
(including the 

WTA Elite Trophy)

2 4 2 4 1

2nd Week of
Grand Slam/2-
Week Premier 

Mandatory

2 4 2 4 1

Off Season 2 4 2 4 1
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5. Making a Draw

 a. Place

  The draw, which the public will be allowed to attend, is to be made 
by the Supervisor or the Referee (a person so designated by the 
Tournament and approved by the WTA) at a site selected by the 
Tournament Director in consultation with the Supervisor.  Whenever 
possible, all draws should have a player present to witness the mak-
ing of the draw, however, if a player is not available, the Supervisor 
or Referee may perform the draw in the presence of a WTA Player 
Relations staff member who will serve as the player representative.

 b. Time

  The Singles Main Draw will be made no earlier than the Qualifying 
Sign-In deadline and no later than 3:00 p.m. tournament local time 
the day before the Main Draw starts.  (Any exception must have the 
approval of the WTA.)

 c. Singles Qualifying

  The Singles Qualifying Draw will be made immediately after the 
Qualifying Sign-In closes, or if deemed necessary, may be delayed 
by the Supervisor.  The Doubles Main Draw will be made after the 
Doubles Sign-In closes. 

 d. Tournaments

  All Tournaments will have a seeded draw.  (See Section III.C.6.)

 e. Byes

 i. The number of byes shall be based on draw size as follows:

Main Draw Size Number of Byes
16/32/64/128 0

24 8

28 4

30 2

48 16

56 8

60   4*

96 32
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*The semi-finalists at the Wuhan Premier 5 Tournament will receive byes at 
the Beijing Premier Mandatory Tournament.

 
 ii. Awarding of Byes

 (a) Prior to the draw being made

  Byes will be given automatically to the seeded players in 
descending order, except in the Beijing Premier Mandatory 
Tournament, where the byes will be awarded as set out in 
Section III.C.1.a.iv. 

  Once byes have been given to the seeds in any size draw, 
any remaining byes will be drawn and evenly distributed 
into each quarter of the draw.

 (b) Once the draw is made

 (i) If there are withdrawals and no Alternates to fill the 
spots, further byes will be assigned to the line from 
which a player withdrew and not to the remaining 
seeds in descending order.

 (ii) In Qualifying, if a player’s opponent withdraws and 
there is no Alternate to fill her spot, the player will be 
assigned a 1st round bye for ranking purposes, not a 
default.  (See Section X.C - Defaults, Withdrawals, and 
Byes.)

6. Seeds

 a. General Principles

 i. All Main and Qualifying Draws will have a seeded draw.

 ii. Seeding will be based on the WTA Rankings the week prior to 
the start of the Tournament in question.

 iii. Wild Card nominations are eligible for seeding.

 iv. Seeding will not be official until the draw is made.

 v. If an error in seeding is discovered before the affected players or 
teams have played their first match, the error in seeding may be 
corrected by switching the positions of the affected players or 
teams.
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 b. Number of Seeds

The number of players to be seeded will be as follows:

Main 
Draw Size

Qualifying 
Size

Main Draw 
Seeds

Qualifying 
Seeds

Number of 
Qualifiers

32 8 8 4 2

32 24 8 12 6

28/30/32 16 8 8 4

28/30/32 32 8 8 4

28/30 48 8 12 6

48/56 16 16 8 4

48/54/56/60/64 32 16 16 8

54/56 48 16 24 12

48/56 64 16 16 8

96 48 32 24 12

128 96 32^ 24 12

128 128 32^ 32 16

  ^The Grand Slams have the option to seed 16 or 32 players.

 c. Seeding Procedures

  Seeds shall be placed or drawn as set out below.
 
 i. For All Main Draws

 (a) Place Seed 1 on line 1 and Seed 2 on line 16 (16 draw), line 
32 (32 draw), line 64 (64 draw), or line 128 (128 draw).

 (b) To determine the placement of the remaining seeds, draw 
in pairs of two (Seeds 3 and 4), groups of four (Seeds 5-8, 
9-12, 13-16), or groups of eight (Seeds 17-24 and 25-32) 
from top to bottom and place seeds, in the order drawn, on 
the lines indicated in the following table:
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16 Draw
4 seeds

32 Draw
8 seeds

(includes draw of 
28 or 30 players 

or teams)

64 Draw
16 seeds

(includes draw 
of 48, 56, or 60 

players)

128 Draw
32 seeds

(includes draw 
of 96 players)

Seeds Line Placement on Draw Sheet
3-4 5

12
9

24
17
48

33
96

5-8 8
16
17
25

16
32
33
49

32
64
65
97

9-12 9
25
40
56

17
49
80

112
13-16 8

24
41
57

16
48
81

113
17-24 9

24
41
56
73
88

105
120

25-32 8
25
40
57
72
89

104
121

Available lines for 
Special Ranking 

Additional Seeds
(see Section XIV.C)

Note:
Special Ranking 

Additional Seeds do 
not apply to

48 or 96 Draws

3
7
9

13

3
5

11
13
19
21
27
29

3
5

11
13
19
21
27
29
35
37
43
45
51
53
59
61
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 ii. For Main Draws with Special Ranking Additional Seeds

(a) Draw traditional seeds in accordance with sub-Section i.

(b) Place applicable byes in the draw, including players with 
performance byes, if any.

(c) Draw Additional Seeds to open lines that do not play 
against a seeded player in the first round (as indicated in the 
table above) by placing chips for all available lines together 
and drawing one (1) chip for each additional seed, indicat-
ing the line on which to place the Additional Seed. 

(d) No Additional Seeds will be added to the draw once the 
making of the draw begins.

 iii. For Other Odd Numbered Draws

  The WTA will determine the number of seeds.

 iv. For All Qualifying Draws

 (a) All Qualifying Draws will be drawn in sections.

 (b) The number of sections and seeds shall be determined by 
the number of Qualifiers.  There shall be two (2) seeds per 
section and one (1) Qualifier per section.

 
 (c) The 1st seed shall be placed at the top of the 1st section; the 

2nd seed shall be placed at the top of the 2nd section and 
so on until all sections have one (1) seed on the top line of 
each section.

 (d) The remaining seeds shall be drawn as one (1) group.  The 
1st drawn shall be placed on the bottom line of the 1st sec-
tion; the 2nd drawn shall be placed on the bottom of the 
2nd section and so on until all sections have one (1) seed 
on the bottom of each section.

 v. For WTA Finals Seeding and WTA Elite Trophy Seeding

  See Sections IX.A.3 and IX.B.3, respectively.

 d. Main Draw – Withdrawal of a Seed

 i. Prior to the Release of the Schedule of Play
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  If a seeded player or team withdraws from the Main Draw of 
a Tournament after the draw has been made but prior to the 
release of the schedule of play for the first day, then the following 
procedure applies.

 (a) If the withdrawing seeded player or team does not have a 
bye, then:

 (i) The next player or team eligible to be seeded takes the 
withdrawing seeded player’s or team’s position in the 
draw; and

 (ii) The next player or team eligible to move into the draw 
(i.e., Qualifier, Lucky Loser, or Alternate as applicable) 
takes the remaining open position in the draw.

 (b) If the withdrawing seeded player or team has a bye, and:

 (i) If every seed in the draw has a bye, then:

 • The next player or team eligible to be seeded 
takes the withdrawing seeded player’s or team’s 
position in the draw; and

 • The next player or team eligible to move into the 
draw (i.e., Qualifier, Lucky Loser, or Alternate as 
applicable) takes the remaining open position in 
the draw; or

 (ii) If not every seed in the draw has a bye, then:

 • The next seeded player or team eligible to receive 
a bye takes the withdrawing seeded player’s or 
team’s position in the draw; and

 • The next player or team eligible to be seeded 
takes the open seeded position in the draw; and 

 • The next player or team eligible to move into the 
draw (i.e., Qualifier, Lucky Loser, or Alternate as 
applicable) takes the remaining open position in 
the draw.

 ii. After the Release of the Schedule of Play

  If a seeded player or team withdraws from the Main Draw of a 
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Tournament after the draw has been made, after the release of 
the schedule of play for the first day, and before the first match 
of the applicable draw has commenced, then the following pro-
cedure applies.

 (a) If the withdrawing seeded player or team does not have a 
bye, then:

 (i) The next player or team eligible to be seeded takes the 
withdrawing seeded player’s or team’s position in the 
draw; and

 (ii) The next player or team eligible to move into the draw 
(i.e., Qualifier, Lucky Loser, or Alternate as applicable) 
takes the remaining open position in the draw.

 (b) If the withdrawing seeded player or team has a bye, then:

 (i) The next seeded or unseeded (as applicable) player or 
team eligible to receive a bye takes the withdrawing 
seeded player’s or team’s position in the draw; and

 (ii) The next player or team eligible to move into the draw 
(i.e., Qualifier, Lucky Loser, or Alternate as applicable) 
takes the remaining open position in the draw.

 iii. After Play Has Commenced

  If a seeded player or team withdraws from the Main Draw of 
a Tournament after the first match of the applicable draw has 
commenced, then the next player or team eligible to move into 
the draw (i.e., Qualifier, Lucky Loser, or Alternate as applicable) 
takes the open position in the draw.

 e. Qualifying – Withdrawal of a Seed

 If a seeded player or team withdraws from the Qualifying Draw of a 
Tournament after the draw has been made, then the next Alternate 
player or team eligible to move into the draw takes the open position 
in the draw.

D. SCHEDULING

1. WTA Responsibility

 The Supervisor, in consultation with the Tournament Director, is respon-
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sible for match scheduling.  All match time requests must go through the 
Supervisor.

 Match scheduling will take into account relevant factors including tele-
vision contracts, the possibility and timing of day matches the following 
day, the actual start time for the night matches, and other relevant fac-
tors.

2. Player Obligations

 a. Players will be expected to play when scheduled.  Players may be 
required to play both singles and doubles any day of a Tournament. 

 b. Players may also be required to play several night matches in both 
singles and doubles during a Tournament week.

 c. Top 10 Players are required to play a minimum of two (2) singles 
night matches during a Tournament if requested to do so.

 d. When weather or other unavoidable circumstances cause a disrup-
tion in the schedule, a player may not be expected to play more than 
three (3) matches in a day without her consent. 

 e. A player must be available to play on the first day of a Tournament 
unless she played in the singles or doubles final or was competing on 
the final day of play of a Tournament ending the preceding day.

 f. All players must be prepared to play doubles on the first day of play, 
regardless of whether or not they have received a bye in singles.

 g. Players may be required to play doubles before singles if necessary 
due to scheduling difficulties in completing the Tournament in time.

  However, there must be a minimum of two (2) matches scheduled in 
between the doubles and singles.  In no case may there be less than 
one (1) hour in between matches unless all players agree.

3. Late Start Requests

 Previous Tournament commitments or illness are the primary consider-
ations in granting late start requests.  If a request is due to illness, the 
player must be evaluated by the PHCP and Tournament Physician.  A 
request made due to illness or loss of luggage does not guarantee a play-
er a late start.
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4. Television

 When a Tournament is televised, the television commitments will be 
taken into scheduling consideration.

5. Doubles Match Scheduling

 a. When the singles and doubles finals are to be played on the same 
day, the doubles final shall be scheduled approximately two (2) 
hours prior to the published start time of the singles final.  If the sin-
gles final is scheduled at 12:00 noon tournament local time or earlier, 
the doubles final may be played following the singles final.

 b. It is recommended that i) each session (day and night) open with a 
doubles match; and ii) a minimum of one (1) doubles match per day 
be scheduled on a televised court.  If there is only one (1) televised 
court, then the match may be played on the next largest court from 
a seating capacity standpoint.

 c. The following shall be considered valid exceptions to the doubles 
scheduling requirements set forth in sub-Sections a and b above:  i) 
contractual television obligations; ii) weather or other major sched-
uling interruptions; iii) combined event with the ATP World Tour 
(“ATP”); iv) security issues; and v) unforeseen circumstances as deter-
mined by the Supervisor.  In addition, exceptions to sub-Section a 
above shall be permitted when at least one (1) of the doubles players 
is also a singles finalist.

6. No Postponement of First Round Qualifying of WTA Tournament

 a. The WTA will not postpone any WTA Tournament Qualifying match 
for a player who is still participating in a prior WTA, Grand Slam, or 
ITF Tournament.

 b. A player is eligible to play the Qualifying of a WTA Tournament only 
if she has lost in or, consistent with these Rules, she has withdrawn 
or retired from both the singles and doubles competitions of all prior 
WTA, Grand Slam, and ITF Tournaments no later than the day of the 
Qualifying Sign-In deadline for such WTA Tournament.

 c. A player may sign in for the Qualifying of a WTA Tournament while 
she is still participating in the WTA, Grand Slam, or ITF Tournament 
that occurs during the week prior to such WTA Tournament only if: 

 i. her next singles and doubles match in the prior week’s 
Tournament will occur no later than the day of the Qualifying 
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Sign-In deadline for such WTA Tournament; and

 ii. she feasibly can travel to such WTA Tournament and play a 
match on the first day of Qualifying.

 d. If a player signs in for the Qualifying of a WTA Tournament while 
she is still participating in the prior week’s WTA, Grand Slam, or 
ITF Tournament and subsequently does not participate in such 
Qualifying, then her failure to participate is subject to all applicable 
requirements and penalties under these Rules, including but not 
limited to the requirements and penalties in Section III.B.1 of these 
Rules (e.g., withdrawal requirements, Late Withdrawal and No-Show 
Offense fines, etc.).

7. Rescheduling of Matches

 a. Under extenuating circumstances, a match may be rescheduled at 
the discretion of the Supervisor, in consultation with the Tournament 
Director.

 b. Matches may not be rescheduled due to illness, injury, or loss of lug-
gage.

 c. A player who personally and directly notifies the Supervisor or 
Referee of her impending tardiness sufficiently in advance in the 
opinion of the Supervisor or Referee, may at the latter’s discretion, 
secure a release from reporting within fifteen (15) minutes of her 
match being called and not be subject to default and penalties.

8. Rescheduling of Finals

 If, due to Extreme Weather Conditions or extraordinary circumstances, 
a Tournament cannot be completed on the final day as scheduled, the 
Tournament shall be required to extend for one (1) day to complete the 
singles and/or doubles events unless the Tournament, players and WTA 
all agree to abandon the Tournament on the day the final was originally 
scheduled to be played.  (The event must be extended even if only one 
(1) entity wants to play the final.)  No further extension will be permitted 
without the approval of the WTA.

 a. Tournaments Scheduled the Week Prior to a Grand Slam

  WTA events scheduled the week prior to a Grand Slam shall schedule 
their finals no later than Saturday.  The Tournament may be extend-
ed by one (1) day, only if all players in the finals are not scheduled to 
compete the first day of the Grand Slam or if all players in the finals 
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agree to extend the Tournament by one (1) day.

 b. Player Penalties for Failure to Play Postponed Final

  An additional fine of $5,000 shall be assessed to any player who fails 
to play a postponed final match in singles or doubles on the day 
following the originally scheduled final day of the Tournament con-
cerned.  All such fines shall be automatic and non-appealable, except 
in the case of Extraordinary Circumstances.  Fine appeals must be 
filed within twenty-one (21) days from the date of notice.

 c. Alternate Indoor Venue

  Where a Tournament cannot be completed outdoors, and where a 
suitable indoor facility exists, the Tournament should be played to 
completion.  If Tournament play is interrupted or postponed, players 
will be required to play on the day following the originally scheduled 
final day of the Tournament.  Any final scheduling decisions will be 
made by the Supervisor who has the authority (in consultation with 
the Tournament Director) to move a match to another court, indoors 
or outdoors, regardless of surface.

9. Changing Courts/Surface

 If it is deemed necessary to move a match, the Supervisor, in consulta-
tion with the Tournament Director, has the authority to delay the start 
of the match or to move a match to another court, indoors or outdoors, 
regardless of surface.  The Referee, in consultation with the Supervisor, 
may decide if a match shall be moved to another court if circumstances 
so require.

 During the course of a match, if conditions or circumstances merit, play-
ers may be required by the Supervisor or Referee to move to another 
court.

10. Light and Weather

 The Referee, in consultation with the Supervisor, shall decide when play 
will be halted in view of weather conditions or bad light.  (See Section 
XVII.C.6 - Extreme Weather Conditions and Lightning Rule.)

11. Stadiums with Retractable Roofs

 See Appendix D.
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12. Time Between Matches

 Players are entitled to a minimum of thirty (30) minutes between matches 
when their singles and doubles matches are consecutive and one (1) hour 
when consecutive singles matches must be played.

13. Interruptions and Breaks

 a. Interruptions

  If Tournament play is interrupted or postponed, players must be 
prepared to play when play is resumed.  If play is interrupted or post-
poned, the period of re-warm up shall be as follows:

 
b.  Breaks

 i. Change of Ends

  When changing ends, a maximum of ninety (90) seconds shall 
elapse from the moment the ball goes out of play at the end 
of the game until the time the first serve is struck for the next 
game.  If such first serve is a fault, the second serve must be 
struck by the server without delay.

  However, after the first game of each set and during a tie-break, 
play shall be continuous, and the players shall change ends 
without a rest period.

 ii. Set Break

  At the conclusion of each set, regardless of the score, there shall 
be a set break of 120 seconds from the moment the ball goes 
out of play at the end of the game until the time the first serve 
is struck for the next game.  If a set ends after an even number 
of games, there shall be no change of ends until after the first 
game of the next set.

 iii. Televised Matches

  During televised matches, the Chair Umpire may extend the 
change of ends and set breaks where necessary.
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Delay Re-Warm Up

0-15 minutes No re-warm up

15-30 minutes Three (3) minutes re-warm up

30 or more minutes Five (5) minutes re-warm up
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IV. PLAYER RESPONSIBILITIES/ON-COURT RULES AND 
 PROCEDURES

A. ACES PROGRAM

1. Overview

 All Main Draw singles and doubles players must make themselves avail-
able for media/sponsor/WTA-related activities at each Tournament.  All 
activities shall be arranged by the WTA’s Communications and Marketing 
Departments.

2. ACES Time Commitments

 Specific Diamond ACES (“ACES”) player time commitments per 
Tournament are as follows, it being understood that a player will have 
been deemed to have fulfilled her total ACES time commitment when 
she performs the first of either i) the total required time; or ii) the total 
number of activities required, as specified below:

 * Third or fourth seeded players not receiving a bye in a Premier 
700 Tournament may perform one (1) activity the week prior to the 
Tournament and the All Access Hour will be optional. 

PLAYERS

Tournament & Player Groups ACES Commitment

Premier and International 
Tournaments 

Seeded players at Premier Mandatory 
Tournaments and Top 8 seeded players 
at all other Tournaments

Three (3) hours or 
Four (4) activities*

Unseeded players 90 minutes or 
Three (3) activities

WTA 125K
Top 8 seeded players at all other 
Tournaments

90 minutes or 
Two (2) activities

Unseeded players 45 minutes or 
Two (2) activities

Grand Slams
All Players Three (3) hours or 

Four (4) activities

WTA Finals and WTA Elite Trophy

All Players Three (3) hours or 
Four (4) activities
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3. Division/Usage of ACES

 The division and usage of ACES activities shall be as follows:

 a. 50% for use by, and to be decided upon, by each individual 
Tournament; and 

 b. 50% for use by, and to be decided upon, by the WTA; it being 
understood that at the WTA Finals and at Premier Tournaments, 
the All-Access Hour shall count towards the WTA’s ACES allot-
ment.

  For any player that is required to perform an odd number of ACES 
activities (e.g., three [3] activities), the WTA and Tournament shall 
mutually agree upon the best use of the remaining ACE after utilizing 
all other ACES per the formula described above.

4. Mandatory and Optional ACES Activities

 a. Mandatory Attendance Activities

  When a Communications Manager requests one (1) of the following 
activities, it shall be considered mandatory by the WTA for all WTA 
Tournaments, the WTA Finals, the WTA Elite Trophy, and Grand 
Slams.

 i. All-Access Hour

 (a) WTA Finals and WTA Elite Trophy

  All players will be required to conduct an “All-Access Hour” 
media roundtable.

 (b) Premier Tournaments

  Except for third or fourth seeded players not receiving a bye 
in a Premier 700 Tournament, seeded players will be required 
to conduct an All-Access Hour media roundtable; provided, 
however, such players will not be required to conduct an 
All-Access Hour on a day in which they are scheduled to 
play a singles match.

 ii. Media Roundtables/Press Conferences/Teleconferences

  All players shall be required, if requested, to participate in media 
roundtables and media teleconferences; however, with the 
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player’s approval, the WTA may substitute a press conference 
for the media roundtable.  The media roundtable attendees will 
be selected by the Communications staff and limited to no more 
than eight (8) per session.  Teleconferences may involve more 
participants.

 iii. Tournament/WTA Sponsor Autograph Sessions and Hospitality 
Visits

  All players shall be required, if requested, to participate in hospi-
tality visits, autograph sessions, or other similar sponsor-related 
activities.

 iv. Satellite TV/Radio Tours

  All players shall be required, if requested, to participate in satel-
lite television and radio tours.

 v. One-on-One Interviews

  All players shall be required, if requested, to conduct a minimum 
of six (6) one-on-one interviews per year (in addition to the All 
Access Hour).  One (1) of the one-on-one media interviews shall 
be designated by the WTA, and the remaining five (5) shall be 
jointly agreed upon by the WTA and the player.

 vi. Photo Opportunities

  All players shall be required, if requested, to participate in a 
minimum of two (2) photo opportunities per year.  Each such 
photo opportunity shall be jointly agreed upon by the WTA and 
the player.

 vii. Sponsor/WTA Special Events and WTA Awards Ceremony

  All players shall be required, if requested, to participate in a min-
imum of two (2) sponsor/WTA special events or WTA  Awards 
Ceremony.  The WTA shall provide at least sixty (60) days’ 
advance notice of the date and location of the WTA Awards 
Ceremony.

 viii. Tournament Withdrawal, Default, and Retirement Press 
Conferences and Public Relations Appearances

 (a) Prior to the Start of a Tournament
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  When a player withdraws from a Tournament prior to its 
start, she will be required to do a media teleconference 
or live press conference if the player is in the event mar-
ket and physically capable. (See Section II.F - Suspension 
Rule for additional requirements applicable to Top 10 
Players that withdraw from Premier Mandatory or Premier 
5 Commitment Tournaments.) 

 (b) After the Start of a Tournament

  If a player is defaulted, withdraws, or retires after the start 
of a Tournament, she will be required to do a press confer-
ence, as well as complete any public address announce-
ments, tournament public relations appearances, or media 
appearances reasonably requested by the WTA and/or 
Tournament to announce her withdrawal, provided her 
medical condition does not prevent such appearances.

  In either circumstance, a player shall be required to fulfill 
any scheduled ACES activities in the event market if the 
player is present, via telephone if the player did not travel 
to the event market or, where feasible, at the player’s next 
scheduled Tournament, in which instance such activity 
shall be in addition to that Tournament’s ACES.  In no case 
will a player be required to remain in an event market for 
more than forty-eight (48) hours after she withdraws in 
order to fulfill any ACES requirements.

 ix. Grand Slam/WTA Finals/WTA Elite Trophy Champion Media/
Sponsor Day

  All Grand Slam singles champions and WTA Finals and WTA Elite 
Trophy winners will be required to do a media/sponsor day 
(three [3] hour minimum) the Sunday and/or Monday following 
the final (at the WTA’s discretion).  This post-Tournament activity 
is in addition to the time/activity commitment required during a 
Grand Slam, WTA Finals, or WTA Elite Trophy under ACES.

 x. Grand Slam Defending Champions Media Activity

  Defending Grand Slam winners are required, if requested, to 
conduct a media activity availability session (not to exceed nine-
ty (90) minutes), which may include roundtables, a press confer-
ence, teleconferences, host and national broadcaster interviews, 
ENG news interviews and/or one-on-ones within thirty (30) days 
of the start of the event.
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 xi. Grand Slam Singles Finalists Media Activity

  The singles finalists at each Grand Slam are required to conduct 
press conferences, television interviews, and/or other media and 
sponsor activities (not to exceed sixty (60) minutes in total) the 
day before the final, if requested by the WTA Communications 
department, and only in those instances where the finalists are 
not playing a singles match that day.

 b. Additional Mandatory Activities

  During the year, the WTA may also designate other activities as man-
datory, including, but not limited to:

 i. Tournament special dedication ceremonies or events;

 ii. Sponsor and WTA-related off-court activities, such as award cer-
emonies, player parties, and sponsor special events; and

 iii. Marketing and publicity activities for the WTA and/or WTA 
sponsors; however, each such marketing or publicity activity at 
a Tournament shall not exceed one (1) hour. 

 c. Grand Slam Main Draw Participants Media Activity

  All players competing in the Main Draw of a Grand Slam are required, 
if requested, to conduct a press conference, as well as host and 
national broadcast TV interviews, on the Friday, Saturday or Sunday 
prior to the start of such Grand Slam (if the player is present in the 
Grand Slam event market).

 d. Home Country Media/Sponsor Activity

  All players are required, if requested, to conduct a minimum of two 
(2) media/sponsor activities for the WTA’s title sponsor in or for such 
player’s home country market media.

 e. Optional Activities

  All other WTA and Tournament ACES requests made of players shall 
be considered optional activities.  Such activities include, but are not 
limited to:

 i. One-on-one print, television, and radio media interviews and 
open photo shoots above the minimum required under manda-
tory activities; and
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 ii. Publicity events and charity activities (i.e., hospital visits, celebri-
ty photo opportunities).

  Players have the right to decline any of these requests as long as 
they fulfill their required ACES time commitment via other ACES 
opportunities.  For those players who have not fulfilled their 
ACES time commitment, they must agree to at least one (1) out 
of every three (3) of the optional activities which are proposed 
by the WTA or a Tournament.

  Once a player has committed to an optional event, it becomes an 
“arranged activity” and falls under the same requirements as manda-
tory attendance activities.

  When possible, players will be notified by letter or email of all 
confirmed requests surrounding a given Tournament no later than 
two (2) weeks prior to the Tournament.  Please note that due to 
unknown play schedules, requests may continue to arise during the 
Tournament.

5. Scheduling

 a. WTA Responsibility

 i. All ACES activities must be organized through the WTA 
Communications Department.  If a Tournament arranges activ-
ities directly with a player, they are not enforceable under the 
Diamond ACES Policy.

 ii. To maximize the effectiveness of the ACES program and to make 
the best use of player time, the WTA shall:

 (a) Develop a list of “high impact” and “low impact” activities, 
in consultation with the Tournaments and players; and 

 (b) Develop a list of player activity preferences, in consultation 
with players.

  The WTA and the Tournaments then shall seek to customize 
activities to match up with such preferences where possible.  

 b. Tournament Responsibility

  Tournaments are required to begin the scheduling of ACES activities 
at least two (2) months in advance of the Tournament.  Tournaments 
must also provide a list of which activities shall be considered man-
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datory ACES activities at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the pro-
posed activity taking place.

 c. Player Responsibility

  Previously scheduled personal player sponsor commitments can-
not override WTA-designated mandatory activities, as long as the 
player has been notified of the mandatory activity two (2) weeks in 
advance.

 i. Unless otherwise designated by the WTA, all players receiving 
byes must be available for ACES activities in the Tournament city 
by 12:00 noon tournament local time on the first day of the Main 
Draw for the All-Access Hour and/or any other ACES activities 
scheduled at the Tournament on the first day of the Main Draw. 

 ii. Finalists from the immediately preceding Tournament will be 
expected to participate in the All-Access Hour at a resched-
uled time, as determined by the WTA Communications 
Department.  If a player cannot be in attendance on Monday, 
she must arrange with the WTA and the Tournament, prior 
to the Tournament, acceptable alternative measures to help 
the WTA and Tournament with promotion either before the 
Tournament or once she arrives.  Expenses associated with such 
appearances or activities, such as player travel if necessary, are 
the responsibility of the Tournament.

6. ACES Fines

 a. Issuing of Fines

  A player will be fined if she either:  i) fails to appear for, or ii) is mate-
rially late to, a mandatory ACES activity or other previously agreed 
upon activity.

  A player also will be fined for failure to fulfill the total required ACES 
time commitment if activities are requested.

  Each ACES violation will result in a separate fine.

 b. Fine Procedure

 i. Notification of WTA Legal Department 

  In the event a fine is to be issued, the appropriate Communications 
Manager will notify the WTA Legal Department and supply the 
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necessary documentation and details.

 ii. Notification of Player

  The player will then be issued a fine notice by the WTA Legal 
Department.  The fine will be deducted from the player’s prize 
money at the next appropriate Tournament.

 c. Fine Schedule for Singles Players

  ACES fines for Top 10 Players are based upon their Top 10 listing. 
ACES fines for non-Top 10 players are based on the player’s ranking 
at the entry deadline.  In each instance, fines shall be in accordance 
with the following:

 
The ACES fine at WTA 125Ks shall be $500 per violation.

 d. Fines for Doubles Players

  Fines for doubles players will be based on the higher of such player’s 
Top 10 listing (if any) or such player’s doubles ranking.  The amount 
of the fine shall be 50% of the singles fine set out above.

  The ACES fine at WTA 125Ks shall be $500 per violation.

7. Exceptions

 Players who do not appear for, or are materially late to, mandatory or 
pre-arranged activities will be exempt from “failure to appear” fines under 
the following circumstances with appropriate notice:

 a. Schedule of play change creates timing conflict; it being understood 
that practice time is not an excusable absence.

Top 10 List or Player Ranking 
at Entry Deadline

1st and 2nd 
Offenses

3rd and 
Subsequent

1-4 $5,000 $10,000

5-6 $3,750 $  7,500

7-10 $2,500 $  5,000

11-13 $2,000 $  4,000

14-20 $1,875 $  3,750

21+ $1,000 $  2,000
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 b. Player has been eliminated from the Tournament and has left the 
event market.

 c. Withdrawal from Tournament due to injury or illness; it being under-
stood that if the WTA Communications Department determines that 
a commitment is still achievable in the event market or via telephone 
at the present Tournament, or where feasible, in person at the play-
er’s next scheduled Tournament (in addition to that Tournament’s 
ACES), then the player is expected to fulfill the commitment during 
such Tournament, or in person at the player’s next scheduled 
Tournament.  In no event will a player be required to remain in an 
event market for more than 48 hours after she withdraws in order to 
fulfill any ACES requirements.

 d. Extenuating circumstances including delayed/cancelled flights; it 
being understood that every attempt must be made to reschedule 
commitments upon arrival.

 e. Failure of the Communications staff or a Tournament to provide 
reasonable notice of an activity that the WTA would designate as 
“mandatory.”

8. Appeals

 Players may appeal ACES fines to the Code of Conduct Committee.  All 
fine appeals must be filed within twenty-one (21) days from the date of 
notice.

9. Player ACES Rewards Program
 
 In recognition of players’ ACES commitment, the WTA shall award a 

year-end gift package to the player who has demonstrated the greatest 
commitment to the ACES program for the year.  The WTA shall determine 
which player is selected.

10. Educational Activities

 In addition to the ACES obligations set forth above, each Top 50 player 
(as of the end of the previous Tour Year) shall complete one (1) day of 
educational activities up to a maximum of eight (8) hours during the Tour 
Year.  The WTA shall schedule full-day educational classes on site at one 
(1) Tournament to be designated by the WTA.  In addition, the WTA may, 
at its sole discretion, provide an alternative option and/or additional day 
on site or at the WTA offices at a time and place to be designated by the 
WTA.  If a player fails to attend such activities, she will be subject to an 
ACES fine. 
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 Any Top 50 player who has obtained a year-end ranking of 250 or better 
for a minimum of twelve (12) years on the WTA, shall not be subject to the 
foregoing Educational Activities forfeiture.

11. Non-ACES Program Mandatory Activities

 It is understood and agreed that players are required to perform addition-
al non-ACES program mandatory activities as set forth in this Rulebook, 
including but not limited to activities set forth in Media/Sponsor/Public 
Relations Responsibilities below and Section IX - Media Responsibilities at 
the WTA Finals and WTA Elite Trophy.

B. MEDIA/SPONSOR/PUBLIC RELATIONS RESPONSIBILITIES

1. Additional Player Responsibilities Beyond ACES

 In addition to ACES requirements, sub-Sections a-d below set forth the 
required player responsibilities for all categories of Tournaments and all 
players.

 A player’s violation of sub-Sections a-d below will subject a player to a 
fine in the amount equivalent to the ACES fines (see Section IV.A.6).

 a. Post-match Media Activities

 i. Scope

  Players are required to be available for a minimum of twen-
ty-five (25) minutes to do post-match media activities, win or 
lose, which must include:

 (a) One (1) post-match press conference per postmatch;

 (b) One (1) host broadcaster television interview per post-
match;

 (c) One (1) WTA TV Production interview for use on the WTA’s 
website and video news releases;

 (d) One (1) interview with a broadcaster of the player’s country 
of origin; 

 (e) One (1) host broadcaster studio visit per week, if requested; 
and

 (f) One (1) radio interview.
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  Provided the player has fulfilled the other media activities in (a)-
(e) above, the radio interview shall be optional.

 ii. Timing

  A player is required to do her singles post-match media activi-
ties within thirty (30) minutes following her match except if:

 (a) She is scheduled for another match within one (1) hour 
following her 1st match; or

 (b) She is scheduled to play two (2) singles matches on the 
same day, or unless given an extension by a member of the 
WTA Communications staff.  

  In this case, or under extenuating circumstances, as deter-
mined by the WTA staff, a player may choose to do the 
required media activities immediately following her sec-
ond match.  However, if a player elects to do the required 
media activities immediately following her second match, 
she must provide a statement and/or quotes for the media 
within thirty (30) minutes following the completion of the 
first match.  In addition, if the player’s second match is 
held overnight (due to darkness, rain or other reasons), the 
player shall be obligated to conduct the required media 
activities that evening, if requested.

  In any event, if a player is scheduled in the doubles and/or the 
singles semifinal or final, she will be required to do fifteen (15) 
minutes of post-match media activities following the singles 
semifinal or final (win or lose) and prior to the doubles (or vice 
versa depending on the match order).

 b. Pre-match Interview

  Players shall be required to conduct one (1) pre-match host broad-
caster television interview, which shall be coordinated by the WTA.  
Such interview shall be no more than three (3) minutes in length and 
shall be conducted prior to the start of the match at one (1) of the 
following locations:

 i. The on-court entrance;

 ii. The practice courts; or

 iii. A mobile location convenient to the player.
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 c. Grand Slam Host Broadcaster Interview

  Players shall be required to conduct one (1) host broadcaster inter-
view of no greater than fifteen (15) minutes in length at each Grand 
Slam.  This interview shall be in addition to the post-match media 
activities requirements set forth above in sub-Section a.

 d. Sponsor Visits

  When requested by the WTA, players in the quarterfinals of each 
Grand Slam, Premier Mandatory, and Premier 5 Tournament are 
required to participate in a ten- (10) minute sponsor visit to be con-
ducted on site and on the day of their quarterfinal, semifinal, or final 
match.

 e. Marketing Activity

 i. Requirement 

  All players are required, if requested, to participate in one 
(1) activity per year (not to exceed five (5) hours, including 
travel time) for major marketing or publicity purposes for the 
WTA  and/or a WTA sponsor that takes place in or around a 
Tournament in which a player is entered or at such other mutu-
ally-agreeable date and location, subject to the following restric-
tions:

 (a) The five (5) hours must be within a single eight (8) hour 
period, unless otherwise approved by the player;

 (b) The activity must be in conjunction with the promotion of 
the WTA and/or Tournaments;

 (c) The activity cannot involve a WTA sponsor that is in catego-
ry conflict with an existing player sponsor;

 (d) The activity cannot constitute a direct individual endorse-
ment by the player of a commercial product; 

 (e) The player must be given the opportunity to select the 
activity photographs to be used; and

 (f) For activities involving player photography, where the 
WTA can clear the rights without expense, players shall be 
permitted to utilize photographs for non-commercial pur-
poses on their personal websites and in player promotional 
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materials, following a possible hold back period set by the 
WTA.  In no event shall a player utilize the photographs in 
conjunction with a sponsor or third party activity or allow a 
sponsor or other third party to utilize the photographs.

 ii. Procedures

 (a) The activity will not be scheduled at a WTA Tournament 
during the following weeks on the 2019 WTA Calendar, 
without the player’s prior approval: Weeks 3-4, 20-28, 32-36 
and 40-43.

 (b) For activities scheduled at a WTA Tournament, the player 
shall not be required to play her first match until the second 
day after the scheduled activity.

 (c) The player shall be provided with a minimum of sixty (60) 
days advance notice, unless the player agrees to less notice.  

 (d) Notice to the player shall include a description of the 
marketing activity including current creative plans, an 
approximation of the total time commitment (within the 
restrictions set out above), and a description of the purpose 
and proposed use of the resulting creative.

 (e) Where appropriate, the WTA shall utilize professional styl-
ists to prepare players for the activity. 

  The activity shall count as two (2) ACES activities, unless the 
player is required to participate in the All Access Hour, in which 
case the activity shall count as one (1) ACES activity.  If a player 
is required to travel solely to perform the activity, the WTA will 
book and pay for her travel arrangements, including airline, 
hotel, and ground transportation, as applicable.

 iii. Fines

  A player failing or refusing to perform a marketing activity shall 
be subject to a fine in accordance with the following chart:
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 f. Practices

  Players shall be required to allow filming of their on-site practices by 
photo and broadcast media, provided such media remain off court.

 g. WTA Public Relations and Charity Programs

  Players are asked for their best efforts to participate in such programs, 
unless designated as mandatory under the Diamond ACES Policy.

 h. WTA Patch Rule

 i. Patch Requirement, Placement, and Size

  Except as provided  in sub-Section ii below, each player must 
wear horizontally the WTA patch that the WTA designates for 
the entirety of every match she plays at WTA Tournaments in 
one (1) of the following visible locations:

  
  (a) on the sleeve, chest, or front collar of her shirt or dress, and 
   the WTA patch must be four (4) square inches in size; or

 (b) on the front or side (over the ear) of her hat, headband, 
or other acceptable headwear (“headwear”), and the WTA 
patch must be three (3) square inches in size. 

  While a player may comply with this Rule by wearing the patch 
in either location, the WTA prefers that she wear the patch on 
her shirt. In either location, the player may wear the WTA patch 
in addition to the maximum allowable number of manufacturer 
or commercial patches, and the apparel or headwear manufac-
turer may incorporate the WTA patch into the design and color 
scheme of the headwear subject to WTA approval of the visibil-
ity of the patch. Each player is responsible for having the patch 
visible and properly adhered to her clothing or headwear for the 

Top 10 List Ranking or Ranking at 
Time of Notification of the Activity, 

whichever is greater 

Fine Amount

1-3 $100,000

4-6 $75,000

7-10 $50,000

11-20 $20,000

21+ $15,000
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entirety of her match. WTA staff members are not responsible 
for delivering patches to players on court, but may do so at their 
discretion. 

 ii. Exception - Player Apparel Contracts Prohibiting Non-
Manufacturer Identification

  
  If a player has an apparel manufacturer contract that prohibits 

her from wearing any identification other than manufacturer’s 
identification in the locations in sub-Sections i(a) and (b) above 
(or in sub-Section i(a) and the player does not wear headwear 
consistently during the match), then the WTA may require her 
to provide benefits commensurate with the value of wearing 
the patch, including but not limited to:

 (a) one (1) or more full days of WTA appearances when the 
player is not at a Tournament;

 (b) participation in one (1) or more Pro-Ams or clinics 
when the player is not at a Tournament; or

 (c) appearances/endorsements in one (1) or more WTA 
advertisements.

  In addition, subject to the player’s apparel manufacturer 
contract, the WTA requests that any player claiming this 
exception uses reasonable efforts to wear the WTA patch in 
a less prominent place (e.g., on her shorts, skirt, strap, wrist-
band, etc.). A player’s performance of such benefits does 
not entitle her to any compensation from the WTA and is in 
addition to her ACES commitments.

  A player claiming this exemption must submit to the WTA 
written proof of the apparel manufacturer contract to sub-
stantiate her claim, which the WTA may accept or reject in 
its reasonable discretion.

 
 iii. Non-Compliance During Matches

  If contractually permitted, any player who does not wear a WTA 
patch throughout a WTA Tournament match also must partic-
ipate in the WTA identification program, which includes but is 
not limited to:

 (a) wearing the WTA patch on her shirt during post-match 
press appearances and commitments; 

PLAYERS
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 (b) carrying a WTA-branded water bottle or towel (subject to 
individual Tournament approval); or

 (c) wearing a headband or hat conforming to the requirements 
in sub-Section i.(b) above onto court before matches and 
during post-match press appearances and commitments.

 iv. Patch Rule Violations

  Violation of any provision of this Rule will subject a player to the 
following sanctions (which accrue on an annual Tour Year basis):

 

 

Failure to provide the benefits in sub-Section ii above will sub-
ject a player to the sanctions in the chart above for each match 
at which she does not wear the patch.

 v. Appeals

  Fine appeals must be filed within 21 days after the date of 
notice.

 i. Court Etiquette

  At the conclusion of each match, all players are requested to leave 
the court together.

2. Media Responsibilities of Grand Slam Winners

 See Section IV.A.4 - Mandatory Attendance Activities for Media 
Responsibilities related to the Grand Slams.

Violation Penalty

1st Offense Official Warning

2nd Offense $100

3rd Offense $500

4th+ Offense Fine up to $25,000 in the WTA’s 
discretion

Not wearing the patch for the 
duration of the match

$100 (after 5 warnings)

Violation in any televised match 
from quarterfinals on, regard-
less of whether there have been 
prior violations

Fine up to $50,000 in the WTA’s 
discretion
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3. WTA Finals and WTA Elite Trophy Media Responsibilities

 See Section IX - Media Responsibilities at the WTA Finals and WTA Elite 
Trophy.

4. Media Obligation Upon Withdrawal

 a. Player Media Responsibility

  Any player who withdraws from an event after the initial acceptance 
date may be requested by the WTA or Tournament Director to give 
a minimum fifteen- (15) minute to a maximum thirty- (30) minute 
press conference or phone interview within twenty-four (24) hours 
of her withdrawal.

 b. Fines

  Failure to comply will subject the player to the appropriate fines, as 
follows:

 c. Appeals

  Fine appeals must be filed within twenty-one (21) days from the date 
of notice.

5. Tournament Payment for Additional Services

 Tournaments are responsible for player fees for media/sponsor/promo-
tional services rendered in addition to the above detailed player respon-
sibilities.  The fee shall be determined based upon the value of a given 
player in a given market.

6. WTA Commercial Benefits, Promotions, and Endorsements

 a. Player Group Licensing Rights - WTA Title/Presenting/Premier 
Sponsor   

  Each player who participates on the WTA agrees that the WTA Tour, 

Player Category Fine

Top 10 $6,000

11-50 $3,000

Seeded $2,000

All other $   500



102

PLAYERS
SECTION IV - PLAYER RESPONSIBILITIES/ON-COURT RULES AND PROCEDURES

WTA title/presenting/premier sponsor, and WTA Tournaments may 
use or grant to others the right to use her name, photograph, like-
ness, signature, voice, picture, and/or biographical information (col-
lectively, “Player Likeness”), alone or in conjunction with the name, 
photograph, likeness, signature, voice, picture, and/or biographical 
information of others, for the purpose of promoting the WTA in 
newspapers, magazines, motion pictures, programs, player and 
tournament yearbooks, broadcasts and telecasts, educational mate-
rials, and all other publicity and promotional materials and media, 
including publicity and promotion in connection with a commercial 
product, as long as such publicity and promotion in connection with 
a commercial product is directly related to the publicity and pro-
motion of the WTA or WTA Tournaments and does not constitute a 
direct individual endorsement of such commercial product.

  WTA title/presenting/premier sponsor shall utilize a minimum of 
three (3) players or a series of three (3) players in each use.

 b. Player Group Licensing Rights - Other WTA Sponsors 

  Except in the categories of tennis apparel, tennis shoes, and tennis 
equipment (i.e., racquets, racquet bags, grips, strings, and balls), the 
WTA shall have the right to enter into sponsorship contracts in which 
a non-title/presenting/premier sponsor (“GLA Sponsor”) is granted 
the right to use any Player Likeness for the purpose of promoting the 
WTA, including publicity and promotion in connection with a com-
mercial product, so long as such publicity and promotion of a com-
mercial product is directly related to the publicity and promotion of 
the WTA or a WTA Tournament and does not constitute a direct or 
implied individual endorsement of any commercial product (“Group 
Licensing Authorization” or “GLA”) subject to the following:  

 i. The GLA Sponsor must use a minimum of five (5) players in each use.  

 ii. Absent approval from an individual player, her Player Likeness 
shall not be used in advertising materials by (a) more than three 
(3) GLA Sponsors in a single calendar year; and/or (b) more than 
50% of the WTA sponsorships.  For the purposes of this section, 
a WTA title/presenting/premier sponsor shall be counted in 
calculating the total number of sponsorships but shall not be 
counted in calculating the number of WTA sponsorships in 
which a player is being used.  Any GLA Sponsors existing as of 
December 31, 2010, shall be grandfathered from the restric-
tion in sub-Section (b); however, no new GLA Sponsors will be 
permitted to utilize an individual Player Likeness in violation of 
sub-Sections (a) or (b).  
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 iii. No later than October 1 of each year, each player will advise 
the WTA in writing of the categories in which the player has a 
personal, exclusive sponsorship or endorsement contract for 
the following calendar year.  The player shall make the contract 
available to the WTA upon request on a confidential basis.  
Provided the player has a binding contract or bona fide written 
and detailed letter of intent, term sheet, or offer letter, as deter-
mined in good faith by the WTA, the Player Likeness for that 
player shall be unavailable to GLA Sponsors for the specified 
category or categories for the following calendar year (starting 
on January 1).  For letters of intent, term sheets, and offer letters, 
the player shall promptly notify the WTA when a binding con-
tract has been finalized or negotiations have ceased.  

 iv. Players shall be notified in writing by the WTA when included in 
a GLA (“GLA Notice”).  

 v. A player who has entered into an agreement after October 31 
but before receiving a GLA Notice can enter into an exclusive 
deal with a conflicting sponsor.  Once a player receives a GLA 
Notice, she can non-exclusively enter into an agreement with a 
conflicting sponsor for the balance of the current opt out year 
and may subsequently maintain the sponsorship on an exclu-
sive basis after the end of the opt out year. 

 vi.  GLA Sponsors shall be required to make reasonable efforts to 
cease distribution of promotional materials featuring opt-out 
players within thirty (30) days following the start of the opt-out 
year. 

 vii.  For each GLA Sponsor contract entered into after September 1, 
2010, 25% of any financial consideration (specifically excluding 
barter) paid by or on behalf of the GLA Sponsor under the con-
tract shall be paid to the WTBA, which shall distribute or other-
wise use such proceeds for the benefit of the players.  This per-
centage reflects an aggregate allocation for player GLA rights, 
and shall not vary depending upon the particular rights granted 
under any individual GLA Sponsor contract.  Any payments 
made to individual players by a GLA Sponsor, under the spon-
sorship contract or any individual contract the GLA Sponsor may 
otherwise have with the player, are separate from and shall not 
be included as part of this calculation. 

 viii. Any player preventing a GLA Sponsor from utilizing her Player 
Likeness for any reason other than a conflicting sponsorship 
under sub-Section v above, shall annually be issued a fine 
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equal to the payment such player would have received under 
sub-Section vii above.  Players that are subsequently utilized in 
advertising materials by such GLA Sponsor shall be entitled to 
compensation in accordance with sub-Section vii above.  

 ix.  Any action by WTBA members, not including the exercise of 
any opt-out rights hereunder, that results in an inability of the 
WTBA to timely provide all or a portion of the GLA Sponsor ben-
efits described in this provision, shall result in a reduced WTBA 
payment, proportionate to such reduction of GLA Sponsor ben-
efits.  Before the WTBA payment is reduced, the WTA shall make 
efforts to allow the failure to be cured.

 x. Approval of the Board of Directors shall be required for any WTA 
non-title/presenting/premier sponsorship contract which (a) 
includes player GLA rights; and/or (b) deviates from the require-
ments of this provision.

 xi. GLA rights shall be limited to existing player photography.  As 
such, player participation in photography or video shoots for 
GLA Sponsors shall be optional.  

 xii. A GLA Sponsor shall be limited to utilizing player images which 
have been approved by a player for WTA use.  In addition, play-
ers shall have approval rights over the use of her images within 
the GLA Sponsor’s advertising materials.   

 xiii. GLA rights covered by this provision do not include any player 
appearances or other personal services that may be rendered by 
players under the ACES Program, other Rules, or any personal 
contractual arrangements a player otherwise may have.  

 c. Television Rights

  Each player also conveys to the WTA Tour any television rights she 
may own in all WTA events in which she participates.  This includes, 
but is not limited to, WTA Tournaments, Grand Slams (subject to 
their prior approval), the WTA Finals, and the WTA Elite Trophy.

7. Sponsorship Restrictions

 Products that are distasteful or embarrassing to WTA members, including 
but not limited to tobacco (including electronic cigarettes and similar 
products), firearms, pornographic material, or similar items shall be pro-
hibited as a player sponsor, without prior approval of the WTA.
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C. CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT

1. General Appearance and Acceptable Attire

 a. Matches

  For Tournament matches all players will be expected to dress and 
present themselves in a professional manner.  A player shall wear 
appropriate and clean tennis attire and shall not wear sweatshirts, 
sweat pants, t-shirts, jeans or cut-offs during matches.  A player may 
be asked to change if the Referee deems it necessary.  Failure to do 
so may result in default from a Tournament and/or a fine.

 b. Warm-up Clothing

  Players may wear warm-up clothing during warm-up and during a 
match provided it complies with the appearance and identification 
provisions contained in this Section C and provided the players 
obtain the approval of the Referee or Supervisor prior to wearing the 
clothing during a match.

 c. Footwear Requirements for Certain Surfaces

 i. Grass Court Shoes

  In Tournaments played on grass courts, no shoes other than 
those with rubber soles, without heels, ribs, or coverings, shall 
be worn by players.

  Special grass court shoes shall not be used without the express 
approval of the WTA; such shoes shall not be approved unless 
they comply with the following specifications:

 (a) Diameter

  The pimples or studs on the base of the sole should be ver-
tical from the outsoul and shall have a maximum top diam-
eter of three (3) millimeters and a minimum top diameter of 
two (2) millimeters.

 (b) Height and Slope

  The maximum height of the pimples or studs shall be two 
(2) millimeters from the base of the shoe.
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 (c) Hardness and Maximum Number

  The hardness of any pimple or stud shall be between fif-
ty-five (55) and sixty (60) based on a Shore “A” scale.  The 
number of pimples per square inch shall be no less than 
fifteen (15) and no more than twenty-eight (28).

  
 Shoes with pimples or studs around the outside of the toes 

shall not be permitted.  Additionally, the foxing/side wall 
can be contoured only in the medial forefoot and medial 
toe area but only within the following restrictions: the con-
toured area may begin in the transition area between the 
outsole and the sidewall but can only go to a maximum of 
1.5 cm up the sidewall; and the countered area must be flat 
(not textured or undulating) but can be stepped with no 
more than five (5) steps, each no more than 1 mm in depth.

 
   Forefoot and heel areas may be separated, but there should 
   be no more than a 2 mm step in the outsole of the shoe.

As an alternative to the above specifications, players may 
also use the special grass court shoes developed, tested, 
and approved by Wimbledon.  Players desiring approval of 
special grass court shoes for WTA Tournaments shall sub-
mit a sample shoe to the WTA at least ninety (90) days in 
advance of the grass court WTA Tournament at which they 
seek to wear such shoes.

   All shoes approved for play in 2010 shall continue to be 
   approved. 

 ii. Clay Court Shoes

  Players are required to wear tennis shoes generally accepted for 
play on clay courts or granular surfaces.  The Supervisor has the 
authority to determine that a tennis shoe sole does not conform 
to such customs and standards and may prohibit its use at any 
WTA Tournament.

  Grass court shoes may not be worn during a match on a clay 
court. 

 iii. Hard Court Shoes

  Shoes shall not cause damage to the court other than what 
is expected during the normal course of a match or practice.  
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Damage to a court may be considered as physical or visible, 
which may include a shoe that leaves a mark beyond what is 
considered acceptable.  The Supervisor has the authority to 
determine that a shoe does not meet these criteria and may 
prohibit their use at any WTA Tournament.

 d. Pro-Ams

  In a Tournament Pro-Am all players will be expected to wear match 
clothes unless otherwise agreed.

 e. Practice

  At official Tournament practice courts a player shall dress and pres-
ent herself in a professional manner.  If a player is in doubt regard-
ing permissible apparel, she should check with the Referee or the 
Supervisor, who may direct a change of attire.

2. Identification on Players’ Clothing and Equipment

 No identification is permitted on players, their clothing, or equipment on 
court during a match or a Tournament ceremony except as follows:

 a. Shirts, Sweaters, Jackets

 i. Sleeves

  One (1) commercial (non-manufacturer’s) identification for each 
sleeve, neither of which shall exceed four (4) square inches (or 
26 sq. cm) in size, plus one (1) manufacturer’s identification on 
each sleeve, neither of which shall exceed four (4) square inches 
(26 sq. cm) in size.  A 3rd patch may be worn on the sleeve or 
front of the garment if and only if it is a WTA sponsor patch. The 
WTA/sponsor patch shall not exceed four (4) square inches (26 
sq. cm) and must be worn on the upper part of the garment.

 ii. Sleeveless

  If a garment does not have sleeves, then the two (2) commercial 
(non-manufacturer’s) identifications permitted on the sleeves 
above, neither of which shall exceed four (4) square inches (or 26 
sq. cm) in size, may be placed on the front of the garment.  A 3rd 
patch may be worn on the front of the garment if and only if it is 
a WTA/sponsor patch. The WTA/sponsor patch shall not exceed 
four (4) square inches (or 26 sq. cm).
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 iii. Front, Back, and Collar

  Two (2) standard logos of the manufacturer only, neither of 
which shall exceed two (2) square inches (13 sq. cm) may be 
placed in any of these three (3) locations (front, back, and/or 
collar) or the option of a single manufacturer’s logo of four (4) 
square inches (or 26 sq. cm) may be placed in any one (1) of the 
locations.

 iv. Other

  A logo of the apparel manufacturer, without the name of the 
manufacturer or any other writing, may be placed once or 
repeatedly within an area not to exceed 12 square inches (78 sq. 
cm) in one (1) of the following positions:

 (a) On each of the shirt sleeves (if a manufacturer’s logo is not 
on the sleeves pursuant to sub-Section i above); or

 (b) Down the outer seams (side of torso) of the shirt.

  Any player who chooses to have the logo of an apparel manu-
facturer appear in either area must wear the WTA or WTA/spon-
sor patch on her shirt as required in Section IV.B.1.h, without 
exception.

 b. Skirts, Shorts, or Track Suit Pants

Two (2) standard logos of the manufacturer only, neither of which 
shall exceed two (2) square inches (13 sq. cm) in size, or the option 
of a single manufacturer’s logo of four (4) square inches (26 sq. cm) 
will be allowed.

c. Leggings or Compression Shorts

 For leggings or compression shorts worn under a skirt, dress, or 
shorts, one (1) standard manufacturer logo of up to two (2) square 
inches (13 sq. cm) will be allowed.

 Leggings or compression shorts may be worn without a skirt, dress, 
or shorts as long as they reach mid-thigh at minimum and may have 
up to two (2) standard manufacturer logos of up to two (2) square 
inches (13 sq. cm) or a single manufacturer logo of up to four (4) 
square inches (26 sq. cm).
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 d. Dress

  A dress, for the purposes of permissible identification, shall be treat-
ed as a combination of a skirt and shirt (dividing dress at waist).

 e. Socks and Shoes

  Standard manufacturer’s logos on each sock and on each shoe.  The 
logos on the socks on each foot shall be limited to a maximum of two 
(2) square inches (or 13 sq. cm) in size.

 f. Undergarments

 No commercial or manufacturers’ logos may be visible on regular 
tennis undergarments.

 g. Racquet

  Standard logos of the manufacturer of the racquet and/or strings will 
be allowed on the strings.

 h. Hat, Headband, or Wristband

  For wristbands, one (1) manufacturer’s identification, which may 
contain writing not to exceed three (3) square inches (or 19.5 sq. cm) 
in size.

  For hats or headbands, one (1) manufacturer’s identification on the 
front and one (1) commercial (non-manufacturer’s) identification on 
the side, both of which may contain writing not to exceed three (3) 
square inches (or 19.5 sq. cm) in size.

  WTA/sponsor patches worn on hats, headbands, and wristbands at 
WTA Tournaments also shall not exceed three (3) square inches (19.5 
sq. cm).

 i. Clothing Sponsor
 
  The following rules apply to clothing sponsors: 

 i.  A player may have only one (1) clothing sponsor.

 ii.  The clothing sponsor shall assume any or all of the positions 
reserved for manufacturers on a player’s clothing as detailed in 
Section IV.C.2.a-h above, subject to the same size limitations.     
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 iii.  A player shall not display any manufacturer logos on her cloth-
ing with the exception of her shoes, where she is permitted to 
display either her clothing sponsor logo or the logo of the shoe 
manufacturer in accordance with Section IV.C.2.e.

 iv.  A player with a clothing sponsor is also permitted to display the 
commercial (non-manufacturer) identifications allowed under 
Section IV.C.2.a. above - Shirts, Sweaters, and Jackets.  

 v.  Any player who chooses to have a clothing sponsor must wear 
the WTA or WTA/sponsor patch on her shirt as required under 
Section IV.B.1.h without exception. 

 j. Bags, Towels, or Other Equipment or Paraphernalia

  Standard logos of the tennis equipment manufacturers, or the WTA 
Logo, on each item.  In addition, two (2) separate commercial iden-
tifications on one (1) bag, neither of which exceeds four (4) square 
inches (26 sq. cm).

 k. Drink Containers

  Players may use drink containers on-court if they are of reasonable 
size and contain no manufacturer identification.  The Supervisor may 
approve for use on-court a reasonably sized drink container that has 
manufacturer identification, not to exceed four (4) square inches (26 
sq. cm.), if the manufacturer (i) is also the official drink sponsor of 
the Tournament, or (ii) is not in the same beverage category as the 
advertised drink sponsor(s) of the Tournament.

 l. Other Tennis Events

  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, the identification by use 
of the name, emblem, logo, trademark, symbol, or other descrip-
tion of any tennis circuit, series or tennis exhibition, tennis special 
event or tournament other than the WTA, or any other sport or 
entertainment event may not appear on the player, her clothing, or 
equipment at any WTA Tournament, the WTA Finals, or the WTA Elite 
Trophy unless approved in advance by the WTA.

 m. General

  In the event the utilization of any of the foregoing permitted com-
mercial identification would violate any governmental regulation 
with respect to television, then the same shall be prohibited.
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 n. Definition of Terms

 i. Manufacturer

  For the purpose of this Section 2, the “manufacturer” means the 
manufacturer of the clothing or equipment in question.  For a 
trademarked tennis apparel collection that includes a player’s 
name, initials, or other trademarked identifier that is owned by 
the player and solely used for tennis clothing and accessories 
(“Player ID”), such Player ID may be used interchangeably with 
the clothing manufacturer logo wherever manufacturer logos 
are permitted under this rule.

 ii. Size Determination

  In addition, the size limitation of two (2) square inches (13 sq. 
cm), three (3) square inches (19.5 sq. cm) or four (4) square 
inches (26 sq. cm) where applicable shall be ascertained by 
determining the area of the actual patch or other addition to 
a player’s clothing without regard to the color of the same.  In 
determining the area, depending on the shape of the patch or 
other addition, a circle, triangle, or rectangle shall be drawn 
around the same, and the size of the patch for the purpose of 
this rule shall be the area within the circumference of the circle 
or the perimeter of the triangle or rectangle as the case may 
be.  When a solid color patch is the same color as the clothing, 
then in determining the area, the size of the actual patch will be 
based on the size of the logo identification.

 iii. Identification

  For the purposes of this Section 2, “identification” shall mean 
any sort of identification associated with, or intended to be asso-
ciated with, a commercial sponsor, an apparel manufacturer, or 
any other person or entity, regardless of the trademark regis-
tration status of the identification, and shall include any and all 
forms of writing.

 iv. Clothing Sponsor

  For the purposes of Section IV.C.2.i, the “clothing sponsor” 
means a company designated as the sponsor of the player’s 
clothing (not a manufacturer).
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 o. Penalty

  Any player who violates this Section 2 may be ordered by the Chair 
Umpire, Referee, or Supervisor to change her attire or equipment 
immediately.  Failure to comply with such an order may result in a 
fine and/or default from a Tournament.  All fines must be appealed 
within twenty-one (21) days from the date of notice.

 p. Taping Patches

  The taping over of patches on clothing or hats is not allowed.

3. Electronic Devices

 A player is not allowed to use any electronic device on court unless it 
is approved by the WTA Supervisor/Referee. Use of any WTA-approved 
electronic device and/or ITF-approved Player Analysis Technology is 
subject to the coaching provisions and penalties in the Code of Conduct 
(see Section XVI.D.4.a.vii) and the WTA On-Court Coaching Rules (see 
Section XVII.H) and the ITF Rules of Tennis regarding Coaching (Rule 30) 
and Player Analysis Technology (Rule 31, Appendix III). If there is a conflict 
between the WTA Rules and the ITF Rules of Tennis regarding electronic 
devices and related on-court coaching, the WTA Rules and the decisions 
of the WTA Supervisor/Referee will control.

4. Fines

 A player who violates this Section IV.C and is not defaulted, shall be sub-
ject to the following fines:

 a. Commercial Identification Violations - A fine of up to $25,000 for 
each offense.

 b. Tennis Equipment Manufacturer’s Logo Violations - A fine of up to 
$25,000 for each offense.

 c. Other Tennis Event - Violations of the provisions with respect to 
the name of an event other than the WTA shall result in a fine up to 
$5,000.

 d. Unacceptable Attire Violations - A fine of up to $500.

 Fine appeals must be filed within twenty-one (21) days from the date of 
notice.
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D. TOILET/CHANGE OF ATTIRE BREAKS

 A player may request permission to leave the court for a reasonable time 
for a toilet break, a change of attire break, or both, but for no other rea-
son.

1. Number and Nature of Breaks Allowed

 a. Singles

  Each player is entitled to a maximum of one (1) break per match. A 
player may change her attire during a toilet break if taken on a set 
break.

 b. Doubles

  Each player on each team is entitled to a maximum of one (1) break 
per match. If partners leave the court together, it counts as both of 
the team’s authorized breaks. A player may change her attire during 
a toilet break if taken on a set break.  

Any time a player leaves the court for a toilet or change of attire break, it 
is considered her one (1) authorized break, regardless of whether or not 
the player’s opponent has left the court.

2. Timing of Breaks

 A player may not take a toilet break/change of attire break and a Medical 
Time Out consecutively, unless approved by the Referee/Supervisor.

 a. Change of Attire Breaks

  Change of attire breaks must be taken on a set break.

 b. Toilet Breaks

  Toilet breaks should be taken on a set break. However, if a toilet 
break is taken during a set, it must be taken before the player’s own 
service game. If the player has been authorized to leave the court 
before her opponent’s service game or during her own service game 
once started, then the player is leaving the court on her own time 
and will be penalized with back-to-back Time Violations in accor-
dance with Section IV.G until the earlier of the time she returns to 
play, is due to serve, or the score reaches a set break.

  Any toilet break taken after a warm up has started is considered a 
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player’s one (1) authorized break. Additional breaks will be autho-
rized but will be penalized in accordance with the Point Penalty 
Schedule if the player is not ready to play within the allowed time.

3. Denial of a Player Request

 The Referee and/or Supervisor shall have the authority to deny a player 
permission to leave the court during a match for a toilet break if it is 
interpreted by the Referee and/or Supervisor as gamesmanship and/or 
flagrant abuse of the Rules.

4. Abuse of Rule

 Players will be penalized in accordance with the Point Penalty Schedule 
for any abuse of this rule.  (See Section XVII.A.21 - Officials and Officiating; 
see also Section XVII.B.1 - Supervisor.)

E. WTA MEDICAL RULE

 See Section XVII.C.5 - Medical Procedures.

F. CODE OF CONDUCT

 An on-court code offense, under the Code of Conduct, may be declared 
by the Chair Umpire acting on his or her own or when instructed by either 
the Supervisor or Referee.

 For full information, see Section XVI - Code of Conduct.

G. DELAY OF PLAY

 A player will receive a warning for her first violation and a $250 fine for 
each subsequent violation per Tournament of the following time limits:

Event Time Limit

Reaching the net for pre-match meeting 
(time starts when second player reaches 
her bench/chair after entering the court)

60 seconds

Warm-up (time starts at the conclusion of 
the pre-match meeting)

5 minutes

Start of play (time starts at the conclusion 
of the warm up)

60 seconds

 A player is subject to a Time Violation if she is not ready to play within the 
following time limits:
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 A serving player will receive a Time Violation warning for the first offense 
and a Time Violation fault for all subsequent infractions thereafter. A 
receiving player will receive a Time Violation warning for the first offense 
and a Time Violation loss of point for all subsequent infractions thereafter.

 However, when a violation occurs immediately after (i.e., before the next 
point is played) a medical treatment or Medical Time-Out or is a result of 
a refusal to play after being ordered to do so by the Chair Umpire, a Code 
Violation for Delay of Game shall be assessed in accordance with the 
Point Penalty Schedule.

 A player may not receive back-to-back Time Violations and consecutive 
delays shall be penalized by a Delay of Game Code Violation; except, 
however, that if a player is late after the 10 minute heat rule break or 
leaves the court for a toilet break on her own time, then she may receive 
back-to-back Time Violations and, after she receives a Time Violation 
warning for the first offense of a match, she will receive a Time Violation 
loss of point for all subsequent offenses resulting from such break regard-
less of whether she is the server or receiver.

 Any continual distraction of regular play, such as grunting, shall be dealt 
with in accordance with the Hindrance Rule.  (See Section H below).

 
 Monetary fines are not applicable.

H. HINDRANCE RULE

 If a player hinders her opponent, it can be ruled as either involuntary or 
deliberate.

1. Involuntary Hindrance

 A let should be called the first time a player has created an involuntary 
hindrance (e.g., ball falling out of pocket, hat falling off, etc.), and the 

Breaks in Play Time Limit

Between points 25 seconds

Change of ends 90 seconds
(120 seconds for TV change of ends)

Set breaks 120 seconds

Heat rule break between 
2nd and 3rd singles sets 10 minutes
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player should be told that any such hindrance thereafter will be ruled 
deliberate.

2. Deliberate Hindrance

 Any hindrance caused by a player that is ruled deliberate will result in the 
loss of a point.

I. DEFAULTS

1. Procedure

 a. The Supervisor may declare a default for either a single violation of 
the Code of Conduct or pursuant to the Point Penalty Schedule set 
out in the Code of Conduct.

 b. If no later than the end of the next changeover the Chair Umpire 
receives a report of a serious violation that may warrant an imme-
diate default, the Chair Umpire may call the Supervisor to discuss 
an immediate default. The Supervisor may declare an immediate 
default for a violation witnessed or not witnessed by the Chair 
Umpire.

 c. In all cases of default, the Supervisor’s decision shall be final and 
non-appealable.

 d. Except as excluded below, a default assessed for violation of the 
Code of Conduct by a doubles player shall be assessed against both 
players on the team.

2. Penalties

 a. See Defaults under Section XVI.D.8 - Code of Conduct.  (Also see 
Section XVII.C.5.d - Resumption of Play and Penalties for Rule 
Violations and Section III.B.6.b - Default due to Disciplinary Reasons.)

 b. Any player who is defaulted as per the Code of Conduct shall lose 
all prize money and ranking points earned for that event at that 
Tournament, in addition to any or all other fines levied with respect 
to the offending incident.

 c. In addition, at the Supervisor’s discretion, any player who is default-
ed (or partner of a doubles player who is defaulted) for a single 
violation of the Code of Conduct which causes or could have caused 
an immediate default as per the Code of Conduct may be defaulted 
from all other events, if any, in that Tournament, except when the 
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offending incident:

 i. Involves only a violation of the Punctuality or Clothing and 
Equipment provisions;

 ii. Results from a medical condition; or

 iii. Involves a member of a doubles team who did not cause any of 
the misconduct which resulted in the team being defaulted, in 
which case, such doubles player shall receive ranking points and 
prize money from the previous round.

J. FINE APPEALS

 Fine appeals must be filed within twenty-one (21) days from the date of 
notice.

PLAYERS
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 In a tie-break game, the service shall be served from behind alternate 
halves of the court, with the first served from the right half of the court.

 The service shall pass over the net and hit the service court diagonally 
opposite, before the receiver returns it.

18. FOOT FAULT

 During the service motion, the server shall not:

 a. Change position by walking or running, although slight movements 
of the feet are permitted; or

 b. Touch the baseline or the court with either foot; or

 c. Touch the area outside the imaginary extension of the sideline with 
either foot; or

 d. Touch the imaginary extension of the centre mark with either foot.

 If the server breaks this rule it is a “Foot Fault”.

 Case 1: In a singles match, is the server allowed to serve standing behind the 
part of the baseline between the singles sideline and the doubles sideline?

 Decision: No.

 Case 2: Is the server allowed to have one or both feet off the ground?

 Decision: Yes.

19. SERVICE FAULT

 The service is a fault if:

 a. The server breaks Rules 16, 17 or 18; or

 b. The server misses the ball when trying to hit it; or

 c. The ball served touches a permanent fixture, singles stick or net post 
before it hits the ground; or

 d. The ball served touches the server or server’s partner, or anything the 
server or server’s partner is wearing or carrying.
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 Case 1: After tossing a ball to serve, the server decides not to hit it and catches 
it instead.  Is this a fault?

 Decision: No.  A player, who tosses the ball and then decides not to hit it, is 
allowed to catch the ball with the hand or the racket, or to let the ball bounce.

 Case 2: During a singles match played on a court with net posts and singles 
sticks, the ball served hits a singles stick and then hits the correct service 
court.  Is this a fault?

 Decision: Yes.

20. SECOND SERVICE

 If the first service is a fault, the server shall serve again without delay from 
behind the same half of the court from which that fault was served, unless 
the service was from the wrong half.

21. WHEN TO SERVE & RECEIVE

 The server shall not serve until the receiver is ready.  However, the receiv-
er shall play to the reasonable pace of the server and shall be ready to 
receive within a reasonable time of the server being ready.

 A receiver who attempts to return the service shall be considered as 
being ready.  If it is demonstrated that the receiver is not ready, the ser-
vice cannot be called a fault.

22. THE LET DURING A SERVICE

 The service is a let if:

 a. The ball served touches the net, strap or band, and is otherwise 
good; or, after touching the net, strap or band, touches the receiver 
or the receiver’s partner or anything they wear or carry before hitting 
the ground; or

 b. The ball is served when the receiver is not ready.

 In the case of a service let, that particular service shall not count, and the 
server shall serve again, but a service let does not cancel a previous fault.

 Additional approved alternative procedures can be found in Appendix V.
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23. THE LET

 In all cases when a let is called, except when a service let is called on a 
second service, the whole point shall be replayed.

 Case 1: When the ball is in play, another ball rolls onto court.  A let is called.  
The server had previously served a fault.  Is the server now entitled to a first 
service or second service?

 Decision: First service.  The whole point must be replayed.

24. PLAYER LOSES POINT

 The point is lost if:

 a. The player serves two consecutive faults; or

 b. The player does not return the ball in play before it bounces twice 
consecutively; or 

 c. The player returns the ball in play so that it hits the ground, or before 
it bounces, an object, outside the correct court; or

 d. The player returns the ball in play so that, before it bounces, it hits a 
permanent fixture; or

 e. The receiver returns the service before it bounces; or

 f. The player deliberately carries or catches the ball in play on the rack-
et or deliberately touches it with the racket more than once; or

 g. The player or the racket, whether in the player’s hand or not, or 
anything which the player is wearing or carrying touches the net, 
net posts/singles sticks, cord or metal cable, strap or band, or the 
opponent’s court at any time while the ball is in play; or

 h. The player hits the ball before it has passed the net; or

 i. The ball in play touches the player or anything that the player is 
 wearing or carrying, except the racket; or

 j. The ball in play touches the racket when the player is not holding it; 
or
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 k. The player deliberately and materially changes the shape of the rack-
et when the ball is in play; or

 l. In doubles, both players touch the ball when returning it. 

 Case 1: After the server has served a first service, the racket falls out of the 
server’s hand and touches the net before the ball has bounced.  Is this a ser-
vice fault, or does the server lose the point?

 Decision: The server loses the point because the racket touches the net while 
the ball is in play.

 Case 2: After the server has served a first service, the racket falls out of the 
server’s hand and touches the net after the ball has bounced outside the 
correct service court.  Is this a service fault, or does the server lose the point?

 Decision: This is a service fault because when the racket touched the net the 
ball was no longer in play.

 Case 3: In a doubles match, the receiver’s partner touches the net before 
the ball that has been served touches the ground outside the correct service 
court.  What is the correct decision?

 Decision: The receiving team loses the point because the receiver’s partner 
touched the net while the ball was in play.

 Case 4: Does a player lose the point if an imaginary line in the extension of the 
net is crossed before or after hitting the ball? 

 Decision: The player does not lose the point in either case provided the player 
does not touch the opponent’s court.

 Case 5: Is a player allowed to jump over the net into the opponent’s court 
while the ball is in play?

 Decision: No.  The player loses the point. 

 Case 6: A player throws the racket at the ball in play.  Both the racket and the 
ball land in the court on the opponent’s side of the net and the opponent(s) is 
unable to reach the ball.  Which player wins the point?

 Decision: The player who threw the racket at the ball loses the point.

 Case 7: A ball that has just been served hits the receiver or in doubles the 
receiver’s partner before it touches the ground.  Which player wins the point?
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 Decision: The server wins the point, unless it is a service let.
 
 Case 8: A player standing outside the court hits the ball or catches it before it 

bounces and claims the point because the ball was definitely going out of the 
correct court.

 Decision: The player loses the point, unless it is a good return, in which case 
the point continues.

25. A GOOD RETURN

 It is a good return if:

 a. The ball touches the net, net posts/singles sticks, cord or metal cable, 
strap or band, provided that it passes over any of them and hits the 
ground within the correct court; except as provided in Rule 2 and 24 
(d); or

 b. After the ball in play has hit the ground within the correct court and 
has spun or been blown back over the net, the player reaches over 
the net and plays the ball into the correct court, provided that the 
player does not break Rule 24; or

 c. The ball is returned outside the net posts, either above or below the 
level of the top of the net, even though it touches the net posts, pro-
vided that it hits the ground in the correct court; except as provided 
in Rules 2 and 24 (d); or

 d. The ball passes under the net cord between the singles stick and the 
adjacent net post without touching either net, net cord or net post 
and hits the ground in the correct court, or

 e. The player’s racket passes over the net after hitting the ball on the 
player’s own side of the net and the ball hits the ground in the cor-
rect court; or

 f. The player hits the ball in play, which hits another ball lying in the 
correct court.

 Case 1: A player returns a ball which then hits a singles stick and hits the 
ground in the correct court.  Is this is a good return?

 Decision: Yes.  However, if the ball is served and hits the singles stick, it is a 
service fault.
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 Case 2: A ball in play hits another ball which is lying in the correct court.  What 
is the correct decision?

 Decision: Play continues.  However, if it is not clear that the actual ball in play 
has been returned, a let should be called.

26. HINDRANCE

 If a player is hindered in playing the point by a deliberate act of the oppo-
nent(s), the player shall win the point.

 However, the point shall be replayed if a player is hindered in playing the 
point by either an unintentional act of the opponent(s), or something 
outside the player’s own control (not including a permanent fixture).

 Case 1: Is an unintentional double hit a hindrance?

 Decision: No.  See also Rule 24 (f).

 Case 2: A player claims to have stopped play because the player thought that 
the opponent(s) was being hindered.  Is this a hindrance?

 Decision: No, the player loses the point.

 Case 3: A ball in play hits a bird flying over the court.  Is this a hindrance?

 Decision: Yes, the point shall be replayed.

 Case 4: During a point, a ball or other object that was lying on the player’s 
side of the net when the point started hinders the player.  Is this a hindrance?

 Decision: No.

 Case 5: In doubles, where are the server’s partner and receiver’s partner 
allowed to stand?

 Decision: The server’s partner and the receiver’s partner may take any posi-
tion on their own side of the net, inside or outside the court.  However, if a 
player is creating a hindrance to the opponent(s), the hindrance rule should 
be used.

27. CORRECTING ERRORS

 As a principle, when an error in respect of the Rules of Tennis is discov-
ered, all points previously played shall stand.  Errors so discovered shall 
be corrected as follows:
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 a. During a standard game or a tie-break game, if a player serves from 
the wrong half of the court, this should be corrected as soon as the 
error is discovered and the server shall serve from the correct half of 
the court according to the score.  A fault that was served before the 
error was discovered shall stand.

 b. During a standard game or a tie-break game, if the players are at the 
wrong ends of the court, the error should be corrected as soon as it 
is discovered and the server shall serve from the correct end of the 
court according to the score.

 c. If a player serves out of turn during a standard game, the player 
who was originally due to serve shall serve as soon as the error is 
discovered.  However, if a game is completed before the error is dis-
covered the order of service shall remain as altered.  In this case, any 
ball change to be made after an agreed number of games should be 
made one game later than originally scheduled.

  A fault that was served by the opponents(s) before the error was 
discovered shall not stand.

  In doubles, if the partners of one team serve out of turn, a fault that 
was served before the error was discovered shall stand.

 d. If a player serves out of turn during a tie-break game and the error 
is discovered after an even number of points have been played, the 
error is corrected immediately.  If the error is discovered after an odd 
number of points have been played, the order of service shall remain 
as altered.

  A fault that was served by the opponent(s) before the error was dis-
covered shall not stand.

  In doubles, if the partners of one team serve out of turn, a fault that 
was served before the error was discovered shall stand.

 e. During a standard game or a tie-break game in doubles, if there is an 
error in the order of receiving, this shall remain as altered until the 
end of the game in which the error is discovered.  For the next game 
in which they are the receivers in that set, the partners shall then 
resume the original order of receiving.

 f. If in error a tie-break game is started at 6 games all, when it was pre-
viously agreed that the set would be an “Advantage set”, the error 
shall be corrected immediately if only one point has been played.  If 
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the error is discovered after the second point is in play, the set will 
continue as a “Tie-break set”.

 g. If in error a standard game is started at 6 games all, when it was previ-
ously agreed that the set would be a “Tie-break set”, the error shall be 
corrected immediately if only one point has been played.  If the error 
is discovered after the second point is in play, the set will continue 
as an “Advantage set” until the score reaches 8 games all (or a higher 
even number), when a tie-break game shall be played.

 h. If in error an “Advantage set” or “Tie-break set” is started, when it 
was previously agreed that the final set would be a match tie-break, 
the error shall be corrected immediately if only one point has been 
played.  If the error is discovered after the second point is in play, 
the set will continue either until a player or team wins three games 
(and therefore the set) or until the score reaches 2 games all, when a 
match tie-break shall be played.  However, if the error is discovered 
after the second point of the fifth game has started, the set will con-
tinue as a “Tie-break set”.  (See Appendix V)

 i. If the balls are not changed in the correct sequence, the error shall be 
corrected when the player/team who should have served with new 
balls is next due to serve a new game.  Thereafter the balls shall be 
changed so that the number of games between ball changes shall be 
that originally agreed.  Balls should not be changed during a game.

28. ROLE OF COURT OFFICIALS

 For matches where officials are appointed, their roles and responsibilities 
can be found in Appendix VI.

29. CONTINUOUS PLAY

 As a principle, play should be continuous, from the time the match starts 
(when the first service of the match is put in play) until the match finishes.

 a. Between points, a maximum of twenty (20) seconds is allowed.  
When the players change ends at the end of a game, a maximum 
of ninety (90) seconds are allowed.  However, after the first game of 
each set and during a tie-break game, play shall be continuous and 
the players shall change ends without a rest.

  At the end of each set there shall be a set break of a maximum of one 
hundred and twenty (120) seconds.
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  The maximum time starts from the moment that one point finishes 
until the first service is struck for the next point.

  Event organisers may apply for ITF approval to extend the ninety 
(90) seconds allowed when the players change ends at the end of a 
game and the one hundred and twenty (120) seconds allowed at a 
set break.

 b. If, for reasons outside the player’s control, clothing, footwear or 
necessary equipment (excluding the racket) is broken or needs to be 
replaced, the player may be allowed reasonable extra time to rectify 
the problem.

 c. No extra time shall be given to allow a player to recover condition.  
However, a player suffering from a treatable medical condition may 
be allowed one medical time-out of three minutes for the treatment 
of that medical condition.  A limited number of toilet/change of 
attire breaks may also be allowed, if this is announced in advance of 
the event.

 d. Event organisers may allow a rest period of a maximum of ten (10) 
minutes if this is announced in advance of the event.  This rest period 
can be taken after the 3rd set in a best of 5 sets match, or after the 
2nd set in a best of 3 sets match.

 e. The warm-up time shall be a maximum of five (5) minutes, unless 
otherwise decided by the event organisers.

30. COACHING

 Coaching is considered to be communication, advice or instruction of any 
kind and by any means to a player.

 In team events where there is a team captain sitting on-court, the team 
captain may coach the player(s) during a set break and when the players 
change ends at the end of a game, but not when the players change ends 
after the first game of each set and not during a tie-break game.

 In all other matches, coaching is not allowed.

 Case 1: Is a player allowed to be coached, if the coaching is given by signals 
in a discreet way?

 Decision: No.
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 Case 2: Is a player allowed to receive coaching when play is suspended?

 Decision: Yes.

 Case 3: Is a player allowed to receive on-court coaching during a match?

 Decision: Sanctioning bodies may apply to the ITF to have on-court coaching 
allowed. In events where on-court coaching is allowed, designated coaches 
may enter the court and coach their players under procedures decided by the 
sanctioning body.

31. PLAYER ANALYSIS TECHNOLOGY 

 Player analysis technology, that is approved for play under the Rules of 
Tennis, must comply with the specifications in Appendix III.

 The International Tennis Federation shall rule on the question of whether 
any such equipment is approved, or not approved. Such ruling may be 
taken on its own initiative, or upon application by any party with a bona 
fide interest therein, including any player, equipment manufacturer or 
National Association or members thereof. Such rulings and applications 
shall be made in accordance with the applicable Review and Hearing 
Procedures of the International Tennis Federation.

AMENDMENT TO THE RULES OF TENNIS

The official and decisive text to the Rules of Tennis shall be for ever in the 
English language and no alteration or interpretation of such Rules shall be 
made except at an Annual General Meeting of the Council, nor unless notice 
of the resolution embodying such alteration shall have been received by the 
Federation in accordance with Article 17 of the Constitution of ITF Ltd (Notice 
of Resolutions) and such resolution or one having the like effect shall be car-
ried by a majority of two-thirds of the votes recorded in respect of the same.

Any alteration so made shall take effect as from the first day of January follow-
ing unless the Meeting shall by the like majority decide otherwise.

The Board of Directors shall have power, however, to settle all urgent ques-
tions of interpretation subject to confirmation at the General Meeting next 
following.

This Rule shall not be altered at any time without the unanimous consent of a 
General Meeting of the Council.
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APPENDIX I

THE BALL

For all measurements in Appendix I, SI units shall take precedence.

 a. The ball shall have a uniform outer surface consisting of a fabric 
cover except for the Stage 3 (Red) foam ball.  If there are any seams 
they shall be stitchless.

 b. The ball shall conform to one of the types specified in the table 
immediately below or in the table under paragraph (d).

Notes:

1 This ball type may be pressurised or pressureless.  The pressureless ball shall have an 
internal pressure that is no greater than  7kPa (1 psi) and may be used for high altitude 
play above 1,219 m (4,000 feet) above sea level and shall have been acclimatised for 60 
days or more at the altitude of the specific tournament.

2 This ball type is also recommended for high altitude play on any court surface type 
above 1,219 m (4,000 feet) above sea level.

3 This ball type is pressurised and is specified for high altitude play above 1,219 m (4,000 
feet) above sea level only.

4 The deformation shall be the average of a single reading along each of three perpendic-
ular axes. No two individual readings shall differ by more than 0.08 cm (0.031 inches).

 Type 1 
(Fast)

Type 2 
(Medium)1

Type 3 
(Slow)2

High 
Altitude3

Weight (Mass) 56.0-59.4 
grams

(1.975-2.095 
ounces)

56.0-59.4 
grams

(1.975-2.095 
ounces)

56.0-59.4 
grams

(1.975-2.095 
ounces)

56.0-59.4 
grams

(1.975-2.095 
ounces)

Size 6.54-6.86 cm
(2.57-2.70 

inches)

6.54-6.86 cm
(2.57-2.70 

inches)

7.00-7.30 cm
(2.76-2.87 

inches) 

6.54-6.86 cm
(2.57-2.70 

inches)

Rebound 138-151 cm
(54-60 inches)

135-147 cm
(53-58 inches)

135-147 cm
(53-58 inches)

 122-135 cm
(48-53 inches)

Forward 
Deformation4

0.56-0.74 cm
(0.220-0.291 

inches)

0.56-0.74 cm
(0.220-0.291 

inches)

0.56-0.74 cm
(0.220-0.291 

inches)

0.56-0.74 cm
(0.220-0.291 

inches)

Return 
Deformation4

0.74-1.08 cm
(0.291-0.425 

inches)

0.80-1.08 cm
(0.315-0.425 

inches)

0.80-1.08 cm
(0.315-0.425 

inches)

0.80-1.08 cm
(0.315-0.425 

inches)

Colour white or yellow white or yellow white or yellow white or yellow
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 c. In addition, all ball types specified under paragraph (b) shall conform 
to the requirements for durability as shown in the following table:

Notes:

1 The largest permissible change in the specified properties resulting from the durabil-
ity test described in the current edition of ITF Approved Tennis Balls & Classified Court 
Surfaces. The durability test uses laboratory equipment to simulate the effects of nine 
games of play.

 d. Only the ball types specified in the ITF Rules of Tennis can be used in 
10 and under tennis competition.  See the complete rules for details.

 e. All tests for rebound, mass, size, deformation and durability shall be 
made in accordance with the Regulations described in the current 
edition of ITF Approved Tennis Balls & Classified Court Surfaces.

Classification of Court Pace

The ITF test method used for determining the pace of a court surface is ITF CS 
01/02 (ITF Court Pace Rating) as described in the ITF publication entitled “ITF 
guide to test methods for tennis court surfaces”.

Court surfaces which have an ITF Court Pace Rating of 0 to 29 shall be classi-
fied as being Category 1 (slow pace).  Examples of court surface types which 
conform to this classification will include most clay courts and other types of 
unbound mineral surface.

Court surfaces which have an ITF Court Pace Rating of 30 to 34 shall be classi-
fied as being Category 2 (medium-slow pace), while court surfaces with an ITF 
Court Pace Rating of 35 to 39 shall be classified as being Category 3 (medium 
pace).  Examples of court surface types which conform to this classification will 
include most acrylic coated surfaces plus some carpet surfaces.

Court surfaces with an ITF Court Pace Rating of 40 to 44 shall be classified as 
being Category 4 (medium-fast pace), while court surfaces which have an ITF 
Court Pace Rating of 45 or more shall be classified as being Category 5 (fast 
pace).  Examples of court surface types which conform to this classification will 
include most natural grass, artificial grass and some carpet surfaces.
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MASS
(WEIGHT)

REBOUND FORWARD
DEFORMATION

RETURN
DEFORMATION

MAXIMUM 
CHANGE1

0.4 grams
(0.014 ounces)

4.0 cm
(1.6 inches)

0.08 cm
(0.031 inches)

0.10 cm
(0.039 inches)
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Case 1: Which ball type should be used on which court surface?

Decision: 3 different types of balls are approved for play under the Rules of 
Tennis, however:

 a. Ball Type 1 (fast speed) is intended for play on slow pace court surfaces

 b. Ball Type 2 (medium speed) is intended for play on medium-slow, medi-
um and medium-fast pace court surfaces

 c. Ball Type 3 (slow speed) is intended for play on fast pace court surfaces

Notes:

In addition to the ball types specified under paragraph (b) above, the Stage 
1 (Green) ball may be used for all levels of competitive play except for world 
ranking professional tennis events, Davis Cup and Fed Cup, the Olympic Tennis 
Event, Junior Tournaments and Team events sanctioned by the ITF and affiliated 
Regional Associations, ITF Senior Circuit and Team events and ITF Wheelchair 
Circuit and Team events.

Each National Association shall have the right to decide which national competitive 
events should use the Stage 1 (Green) ball.

APPENDIX II

THE RACKET

For all measurements in Appendix II, SI units shall take precedence

 a. The racket shall consist of a frame and string(s). The frame shall con-
sist of a handle and head, and may also include a throat. The head is 
defined as that part of the racket to which the string(s) connect. The 
handle is defined as that part of the racket connected to the head 
which is held by the player in normal use. The throat, where present, 
is that part of the racket that joins the handle to the head. 

 b. The hitting surface, defined as the main area of the stringing pattern 
bordered by the points of entry of the strings into the head or points 
of contact of the strings with the head, whichever is the smaller, 
shall be flat and consist of a pattern of crossed strings, which shall 
be alternately interlaced or bonded where they cross. The stringing 
pattern must be generally uniform and, in particular, not less dense 
in the centre than in any other area. 
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  The racket shall be designed and strung such that the playing char-
acteristics are identical on both faces.  

 c. The racket shall not exceed 73.7 cm (29.0 inches) in overall length, 
and 31.7 cm (12.5 inches) in overall width. The hitting surface shall 
not exceed 39.4 cm (15.5 inches) in overall length, when measured 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the handle, and 29.2 cm (11.5 
inches) in overall width, when measured perpendicular to the longi-
tudinal axis of the handle.

 d. The racket shall be free of any attached object, protrusion or device 
which makes it possible to change materially the shape of the racket, 
or its moment of inertia about any principal axis, or to change any 
physical property which may affect the performance of the racket 
during the playing of a point. Attached objects, protrusions and 
devices that are approved as Player Analysis Technology, or that are 
utilised to limit or prevent wear and tear or vibration or, for the frame 
only, to distribute weight, are permitted. All permissible objects, pro-
trusions and devices must be reasonable in size and placement for 
their respective purpose(s).

  No energy source that in any way could change or affect the playing 
characteristics of a racket may be built into or attached to a racket.

APPENDIX III

PLAYER ANALYSIS TECHNOLOGY 

Player Analysis Technology is equipment that may perform any of the follow-
ing functions with respect to player performance information:

A. Recording
B. Storing
C. Transmission
D. Analysis
E. Communication to a player of any kind and by any means

Player Analysis Technology may record and/or store information during a 
match. Such information may only be accessed by a player in accordance with 
Rule 30.
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APPENDIX IV

ADVERTISING

1. Advertising is permitted on the net as long as it is placed on the part of 
the net that is within 3 feet (0.914 m) from the centre of the net posts and 
is produced in such a way that it does not interfere with the vision of the 
players or the playing conditions.

 
 A mark (non-commercial) of the sanctioning body is permitted on the 

lower part of the net, minimum 20 inches (0.51 m) from the top of the net, 
as long as it is produced in such a way that it does not interfere with the 
vision of the players or the playing conditions.

2. Advertising and other marks or material placed at the back and sides 
of the court shall be permitted unless it interferes with the vision of the 
players or the playing conditions. 

3. Advertising and other marks or material placed on the court surface out-
side the lines is permitted unless it interferes with the vision of the players 
or the playing conditions.

4. Notwithstanding paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) above, any advertising, marks 
or material placed on the net or placed at the back and sides of the court, 
or on the court surface outside the lines may not contain white or yellow 
or other light colours that may interfere with the vision of the players or 
the playing conditions.

5. Advertising and other marks or material are not permitted on the court 
surface inside the lines of the court.

APPENDIX V

ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURES AND SCORING METHODS

The alternatives listed in this Appendix V may be used.

SCORE IN A GAME (RULE 5)

“No-Ad” SCORING METHOD

A “No-Ad” game is scored as follows with the server’s score being called first:
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  No point  - “Love”

  First point  - “15”

  Second point - “30”

  Third point - “40”

  Fourth point - “Game”

If both players/teams have won three points each, the score is “Deuce” and a 
deciding point shall be played.  The receiver(s) shall choose whether to receive 
the service from the right half or the left half of the court.  In doubles, the 
players of the receiving team cannot change positions to receive this deciding 
point.  The player/team who wins the deciding point wins the “Game”.

In mixed doubles, the player of the same gender as the server shall receive the 
deciding point.  The players of the receiving team cannot change positions to 
receive the deciding point.

SCORE IN A SET (RULES 6 AND 7)

1. SHORT SETS

 The first player/team who wins four games wins that set, provided there 
is a margin of two games over the opponent(s).  If the score reaches four 
games all, a tie-break game shall be played.  Alternatively (at the discre-
tion of the sanctioning body), if the score reaches three games all, a tie-
break game shall be played.

2. SHORT SET TIE-BREAK

 When playing Short Sets only, a Short Set tie-break may be used.  The first 
player/team to win five points wins the “Game” and “Set”, with a deciding 
point if the score reaches four all.  The order and number of serves shall 
be determined by the sanctioning body.  Players/Teams will only change 
ends after the first four points have been played.

3. MATCH TIE-BREAK (7 POINTS)

 When the score in a match is one set all, or two sets all in best of five sets 
matches, one tie-break game shall be played to decide the match.  This 
tie-break game replaces the deciding final set. 
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 The player/team who first wins seven points shall win this match tie-
break and the match provided there is a margin of two points over the 
opponent(s).

4. MATCH TIE-BREAK (10 POINTS)

 When the score in a match is one set all, or two sets all in best of five sets 
matches, one tie-break game shall be played to decide the match.  This 
tie-break game replaces the deciding final set.

 The player/team who first wins ten points shall win this match tie-break 
and the match provided there is a margin of two points over the oppo-
nent(s).

 Note:  When using the match tie-break to replace the final set:

 • the original order of service continues. (Rules 5 and 14)

 • in doubles, the order of serving and receiving within the team may be 
altered, as in the beginning of each set. (Rules 14 and 15)

 • before the start of the match tie-break there shall be a 120 seconds set 
break.

 • balls should not be changed before the start of the match tie-break even 
if a ball change is due.

CHANGE OF ENDS (RULE 10)

During a tie-break game, players shall change ends after the first point and 
thereafter after every four points.

THE LET DURING A SERVICE (RULE 22)

“NO LET” RULE

This alternative is play without the service let in Rule 22a, whereby a serve that 
touches the net, strap or band is in play.

At the discretion of the sanctioning body, when playing doubles using Short 
Sets in combination with No-Ad scoring and the No-Let rule, either player on 
the receiving team is permitted to return a serve that touches the net, strap or 
band and lands within the correct service box.
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APPENDIX VI

ROLE OF COURT OFFICIALS

The referee is the final authority on all questions of tennis law and the refer-
ee’s decision is final.

In matches where a chair umpire is assigned, the chair umpire is the final 
authority on all questions of fact during the match.

The players have the right to call the referee to court if they disagree with a 
chair umpire’s interpretation of tennis law.
In matches where line umpires and net umpires are assigned, they make all 
calls (including foot-fault calls) relating to that line or net.  The chair umpire 
has the right to overrule a line umpire or a net umpire if the chair umpire is 
sure that a clear mistake has been made.  The chair umpire is responsible 
for calling any line (including foot-faults) or net where no line umpire or net 
umpire is assigned.

A line umpire who cannot make a call shall signal this immediately to the chair 
umpire who shall make a decision.  If the line umpire cannot make a call, or 
if there is no line umpire, and the chair umpire cannot make a decision on a 
question of fact, the point shall be replayed.

In team events where the referee is sitting on-court, the referee is also the final 
authority on questions of fact.
Play may be stopped or suspended at any time the chair umpire decides it is 
necessary or appropriate.

The referee may also stop or suspend play in the case of darkness, weather or 
adverse court conditions.  When play is suspended for darkness, this should be 
done at the end of a set, or after an even number of games have been played 
in the set in progress.  After a suspension in play, the score and position of 
players on-court in the match shall stand when the match resumes.

The chair umpire or referee shall make decisions regarding continuous play 
and coaching in respect of any Code of Conduct that is approved and in 
operation.

Case 1: The chair umpire awards the server a first service after an overrule, but 
the receiver argues that it should be a second service, since the server 
had already served a fault.  Should the referee be called to court to give 
a decision?

Decision: Yes.  The chair umpire makes the first decision about questions of ten-
nis law (issues relating to the application of specific facts).  However, if 
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a player appeals the chair umpire’s decision, then the referee shall be 
called to make the final decision.

Case 2: A ball is called out, but a player claims that the ball was good.  May the 
referee be called to court to make a decision?

Decision: No.  The chair umpire makes the final decision on questions of fact 
(issues relating to what actually happened during a specific incident).

Case 3: Is a chair umpire allowed to overrule a line umpire at the end of a point 
if, in the chair umpire’s opinion, a clear mistake was made earlier in 
the point?

Decision: No.  A chair umpire may only overrule a line umpire immediately after 
the clear mistake has been made.

Case 4: A line umpire calls a ball “Out” and then the player argues that the ball 
was good.  Is the chair umpire allowed to overrule the line umpire?

Decision: No.  A chair umpire must never overrule as the result of the protest or 
appeal by a player

Case 5: A line umpire calls a ball “Out”.  The chair umpire was unable to see 
clearly, but thought the ball was in. May the chair umpire overrule the 
line umpire?

Decision: No.  The chair umpire may only overrule when sure that the line 
umpire made a clear mistake. 

Case 6: Is a line umpire allowed to change the call after the chair umpire has 
announced the score?

Decision: Yes.  If a line umpire realises a mistake, a correction should be made as 
soon as possible provided it is not as the result of a protest or appeal 
of a player.

Case 7: If a chair umpire or line umpire calls “Out” and then corrects the call to 
good, what is the correct decision?

Decision: The chair umpire must decide if the original “Out” call was a hindrance 
to either player.  If it was a hindrance, the point shall be replayed.  If it 
was not a hindrance, the player who hit the ball wins the point.

Case 8: A ball is blown back over the net and the player correctly reaches over 
the net to try to play the ball.  The opponent(s) hinders the player from 
doing this.  What is the correct decision?
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Decision: The chair umpire must decide if the hindrance was deliberate or unin-
tentional and either awards the point to the hindered player or order 
the point to be replayed.

BALL MARK INSPECTION PROCEDURES

1. Ball mark inspections can only be made on clay courts.

2. A ball mark inspection requested by a player (team) shall be allowed only 
if the chair umpire cannot determine the call with certainty from his/her 
chair on either a point-ending shot or when a player (team) stops playing 
the point during a rally (returns are permitted but then the player must 
immediately stop).

3. When the chair umpire has decided to make a ball mark inspection, he/
she should go down from the chair and make the inspection himself.  If 
he/she does not know where the mark is, he/she can ask the line umpire 
for help in locating the mark, but then the chair umpire shall inspect it.

4. The original call or overrule will always stand if the line umpire and 
chair umpire cannot determine the location of the mark or if the mark is 
unreadable.

5. Once the chair umpire has identified and ruled on a ball mark, this deci-
sion is final and not appealable.

6. In clay court tennis the chair umpire should not be too quick to announce 
the score unless absolutely certain of the call.  If in doubt, wait before call-
ing the score to determine whether a ball mark inspection is necessary.

7. In doubles the appealing player must make his/her appeal in such a way 
that either play stops or the chair umpire stops play.  If an appeal is made 
to the chair umpire then he/she must first determine that the correct 
appeal procedure was followed.  If it was not correct or if it was late, then 
the chair umpire may determine that the opposing team was deliberately 
hindered.

8. If a player erases the ball mark before the chair umpire has made a final 
decision, he/she concedes the call.

9. A player may not cross the net to check a ball mark without being subject 
to the Unsportsmanlike provision of the Code of Conduct.
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ELECTRONIC REVIEW PROCEDURES

At tournaments where an Electronic Review System is used, the following pro-
cedures should be followed for matches on courts where it is used.

1. A request for an Electronic Review of a line call or overrule by a player 
(team) shall be allowed only on either a point-ending shot or when a 
player (team) stops playing the point during a rally (returns are permitted 
but then the player must immediately stop).

2. The chair umpire should decide to use the Electronic Review when there 
is doubt about the accuracy of the line call or overrule.  However, the 
chair umpire may refuse the Electronic Review if he/she believes that the 
player is making an unreasonable request or that it was not made in a 
timely manner.

3. In doubles the appealing player must make his/her appeal in such a way 
that either play stops or the chair umpire stops play.  If an appeal is made 
to the chair umpire then he/she must first determine that the correct 
appeal procedure was followed.  If it was not correct or if it was late, then 
the chair umpire may determine that the opposing team was deliberately 
hindered, in which case the appealing team loses the point. 

4. The original call or overrule will always stand if the Electronic Review is 
unable, for whatever reason, to make a decision on that  line call or over-
rule. 

5. The chair umpire’s final decision will be the outcome of the Electronic 
Review and is not appealable.  If a manual choice is required for the sys-
tem to review a particular ball impact, a review official approved by the 
referee shall decide which ball impact is reviewed.

6. Each player (team) is allowed three (3) unsuccessful appeals per set, plus 
one (1) additional appeal in the tie-break. For matches with advantage 
sets, players (teams) will start again with a maximum of three (3) unsuc-
cessful appeals at 6 games all and every 12 games thereafter. For matches 
with match tie-break, the match tie-break counts as a new set and each 
player (team) starts with three (3) appeals. Players (teams) will have an 
unlimited number of successful appeals.
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APPENDIX VIII

PLAN OF THE COURT

Note: All court measurements shall be made to the outside of the lines.
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APPENDIX IX

SUGGESTIONS ON HOW TO MARK OUT A COURT

Note: All court measurements shall be made to the outside of the lines.

The following procedure is for the usual combined doubles and singles court.  
(See note at foot for a court for one purpose only.)

First select the position of the net; a straight line 42 feet (12.80 m) long.  Mark 
the centre (X on the diagram above) and, measuring from there in each direc-
tion, mark:

 at 13’6” (4.11 m) the points a, b, where the net crosses the inner sidelines,
 at 16’6” (5.03 m) the positions of the singles sticks (n, n),
 at 18’0” (5.48 m) the points A, B, where the net crosses the outer sidelines,
 at 21’0” (6.40 m) the positions of the net posts (N, N), being the ends of the 

original 42’0” (12.80 m) line.

Insert pegs at A and B and attach to them the respective ends of two mea-
suring tapes.  On one, which will measure the diagonal of the half-court, take 
a length 53’1” (16.18 m) and on the other (to measure the sideline) a length of 
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39’0” (11.89 m).  Pull both taut so that at these distances they meet at a point C, 
which is one corner of the court.  Reverse the measurements to find the other 
corner D.  As a check on this operation it is advisable at this stage to verify the 
length of the line CD which, being the baseline, should be found to be 36’0” 
(10.97 m); and at the same time its centre J can be marked, and also the ends 
of the inner sidelines (c, d), 4’6” (1.37 m) from C and D.

The centreline and serviceline are now marked by means of the points F, H, 
G, which are measured 21’0” (6.40 m) from the net down the lines bc, XJ, ad, 
respectively.

Identical procedure the other side of the net completes the court.

If a singles court only is required, no lines are necessary outside the points a, 
b, c, d, but the court can be measured out as above.  Alternatively, the corners 
of the baseline (c, d) can be found if preferred by pegging the two tapes at a 
and b instead of at A and B, and by then using lengths of 47’5” (14.46 m) and 
39’0” (11.89 m).  The net posts will be at n, n, and a 33’0” (10 m) singles net 
should be used.

When a combined doubles and singles court with a doubles net is used for 
singles, the net must be supported at the points n, n, to a height of 3 feet 6 
inches (1.07 m) by means of two singles sticks, which shall be not more than 
3 inches (7.5 cm) square or 3 inches (7.5 cm) in diameter. The centres of the 
singles sticks shall be 3 feet (.914 m) outside the singles court on each side.

To assist in the placing of these singles sticks it is desirable that the points n, n, 
should each be shown with a white dot when the court is marked.

When sanctioning bodies approve so called “Blended Lines” on courts the 
following guidelines must be followed:

Colour:

 • Within the same colour family as the background playing surface.

 • Lighter than the background playing surface.

 • Limit on colour variation of +22 points on the L* scale
  (Add 25% by volume of white paint to the background  
  colour)

Pace:

  • Within 5 CPR of the playing surface.
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Dimensions:

  • 1.0-1.5 cm narrower than the standard lines.

Marking:

  • Terminate 8 cm from intersection with white playing lines.

Note:

As a guide for international competitions, the recommended minimum distance 
between the baselines and the backstops should be 21 feet (6.40 m) and between 
the sidelines and the sidestops the recommended minimum distance should be 
12 feet (3.66 m).

As a guide for recreational and Club play, the recommended minimum distance 
between the baselines and the backstops should be 18 feet (5.48 m) and between 
the sidelines and the sidestops the recommended minimum distance should be 
10 feet (3.05 m).

As a guide, the recommended minimum height measured at the net from the 
court surface to the ceiling should be 29.6 feet (9.0 m).
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ANTI-DOPING CONTROL STATION

The Doping Control Station must be a dedicated facility for the exclusive use 
of the Doping Control team for the duration of the event.

Location:  Near the locker room (but not with direct access).

Accommodation:  A minimum of two (2) (and preferably three (3)) connected 
areas or rooms including a Sample Collection Room and a Waiting Room at 
a minimum, plus an Administration Room if possible, all of which should be 
air-conditioned or well ventilated.  The Sample Collection Room should be 
directly connected to a toilet (for the sole use of Doping Control).

Security:  If free-standing, a security guard should be posted to restrict admis-
sion to those with appropriate credentials.  It must be lockable, with access 
restricted to the Doping Control team.  The Doping Control Officer must be 
given charge of all keys to all rooms for the duration of testing. 
                                             
Hygiene:  The Doping Control Station should be cleaned every day at a time 
agreed with the Doping Control Officer.

Items to be supplied in the Doping Control Station (for all draw sizes): 

APPENDIX G

SAMPLE COLLECTION ROOM WAITING ROOM

1 toilet Comfortable seating for at least 8 people

Desk and 4 chairs Refrigerator with an adequate supply of 
individually sealed, non-caffeinated and 
non-alcoholic beverages

Table to display testing material Table to display reading material

TV/court monitor (and also in the 
Administration Room if provided)

Various newspapers and magazines

Telephone (to be placed in 
Administration Room if provided)

TV/court monitor

Main electricity supply Waste bin

Lockable refrigerator

2 large waste bins

Sink, with soap or hand-wash

Paper towels

Storage cupboard
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TENNIS ANTI-CORRUPTION PROGRAM

A. Introduction

 The purpose of the Tennis Anti-Corruption Program is to (i) maintain the 
integrity of tennis, (ii) protect against any efforts to impact improperly 
the results of any match and (iii) establish a uniform rule and consistent 
scheme of enforcement and sanctions applicable to all professional ten-
nis Events and to all Governing Bodies.

B. Definitions

 1. “AHO” refers to an Anti-Corruption Hearing Officer.

 2. “ATP” refers to the ATP Tour, Inc.

 3. “CAS” refers to the Court of Arbitration for Sport.

 4. “Consideration” refers to anything of value except for money.

 5. “Corruption Offense” refers to any violation of any provision of the 
Program by a Covered Person, including any offense described in 
Sections D., E. or F. of this Program.

 6. “Covered Person” refers to any Player, Related Person, or Tournament 
Support Personnel.

 7. “Decision” refers to a written decision of an AHO as described in 
Section G.4.b.

 8. “Demand” refers to a demand for information issued by the TIU to 
any Covered Person.

 9. “Event” refers to those professional tennis matches and other tennis 
competitions identified in Appendix 1.

 10. “Governing Bodies” refers to the ATP, the ITF, the WTA and the GSB.

 11. “GSB” refers to the Grand Slam Board.

 12. “Hearing” refers to a hearing before an AHO in accordance with 
Section G of this Program.

 13. “Information in the public domain” refers to information which has 
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been published or is a matter of public record or can be readily 
acquired by an interested member of the public and/or information 
which has been disclosed according to the rules or regulations gov-
erning a particular event.

 14. “Inside Information” refers to information about the likely participa-
tion or likely performance of a Player in an Event such as information 
relating to the Player’s health and/or fitness to play as well as infor-
mation concerning the weather, court conditions, status, outcome 
or any other aspect of an Event which is known by a Covered Person 
and is not information in the public domain.

 15. “ITF” refers to the International Tennis Federation.

 16. “Notice” refers to written Notice sent by the PTIO to a Covered 
Person alleged to have committed a Corruption Offense.

 17. “Participation” refers to playing in, coaching at, accessing, attending 
or in any way receiving accreditation for, any Sanctioned Event.

 18. “Player” refers to any person who enters or participates in any Event.

  A person shall continue to be a Player for the purposes of this 
Program until two years after the last Event at which they enter or 
participate in unless the Player notifies the appropriate Governing 
Body in writing that they have retired from professional tennis in 
which case they will cease to be a Player on the date of that notice.

 19. “Program” refers to this Tennis Anti-Corruption Program.

 20. “Provisional Suspension” refers to a period of ineligibility from 
Participation in Sanctioned Events imposed by an AHO at any time 
prior to the AHO’s issuance of a written Decision containing sanc-
tions as described in Section G.4.b.

 
 21. “PTIO” refers to the Professional Tennis Integrity Officer appointed by 

each Governing Body.

 22. “Related Person” refers to any coach, trainer, therapist, physician, 
management representative, agent, family member, tournament 
guest, business associate or other affiliate or associate of any Player, 
or any other person who receives accreditation at an Event at the 
request of the Player or any other Related Person.  

  A person shall continue to be a Related Person for the purposes of 
this Program until two years after the last Event at which the Related 
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Person receives accreditation unless the Related Person notifies 
the appropriate Governing Body in writing that they are no longer 
receiving accreditation in which case they will cease to be a Related 
Person on the date of that notice.

 23. “Sanctioned Events” refers to any tennis competition or event in any 
jurisdiction that is affiliated to, organized, controlled or otherwise 
sanctioned by any Governing Body.

 24. “Substantial Assistance” refers to assistance given by a Covered 
Person to the PTIO or TIU that results in the discovery or establishing 
of a corruption offense by another Covered Person.

 25. “TIB” refers to the Tennis Integrity Board.

 26. “TIU” refers to the Tennis Integrity Unit.

 27. “Tournament Support Personnel” refers to any tournament director, 
official, owner, operator, employee, agent, contractor or any similarly 
situated person and ATP, ITF and WTA staff providing services at any 
Event and any other person who receives accreditation at an Event 
at the request of Tournament Support Personnel. 

  A person shall continue to be Tournament Support Personnel for the 
purposes of this Program until two years after the last Event at which 
the Tournament Support Personnel provides services or receives 
accreditation unless the Tournament Support Personnel notifies 
the appropriate Governing Body in writing that they are no longer 
providing services or receiving accreditation in which case they 
will cease to be Tournament Support Personnel on the date of that 
notice.

 28. “Wager” refers to a wager of money or Consideration or any other 
form of financial speculation.

 29. “WTA” refers to the WTA Tour, Inc. 

C. Covered Players, Persons and Events

 1. All Players, Related Persons, and Tournament Support Personnel 
shall be bound by and shall comply with all of the provisions of this 
Program and shall be deemed to accept all terms set out herein as 
well as the Tennis Integrity Unit Privacy Policy which can be found 
at www.tennisintegrityunit.com. They shall remain bound until such 
time as they are no longer a Covered Person.
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 2. No action may be commenced under this Program against any 
Covered Person for any Corruption Offense unless such action is 
commenced within either (i) eight years from the date that the 
Corruption Offense allegedly occurred or (ii) two years after the dis-
covery of such alleged Corruption Offense, whichever is later. 

3. The PTIOs shall be permitted to issue a Notice against any individ-
ual where they are no longer a Covered Person but were a Covered 
Person at the time of the events giving rise to the charges within the 
Notice.  In those circumstances, the provisions of this Program shall 
apply to such individual.

4. It is the responsibility of each Player, Related Person and Tournament 
Support Personnel to acquaint himself or herself with all of the provi-
sions of this Program. Further, each Player shall have a duty to inform 
Related Persons with whom they are connected of all of the provi-
sions of this Program and shall instruct Related Persons to comply 
with the Program.

D. Offenses

 Commission of any offense set forth in Sections D, E or F of this Program 
or any other violation of the provisions of this Program shall constitute a 
Corruption Offense for all purposes of this Program. 

 1. Corruption Offenses. 

 a. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, wager, conspire 
to wager or attempt to wager on the outcome or any other 
aspect of any Event or any other tennis competition.

 b. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, solicit, facilitate, 
or conspire to solicit or facilitate any other person to wager on 
the outcome or any other aspect of any Event or any other tennis 
competition. For the avoidance of doubt, to solicit or facilitate to 
wager shall include, but not be limited to: display of live tennis 
betting odds on a Covered Person’s website; writing articles for 
a tennis betting publication or website; conducting personal 
appearances for, or otherwise participating in any event run 
by, a tennis betting company or any other company or entity 
directly affiliated with a tennis betting company; promoting a 
tennis betting company to the general public through posts on 
social media; and appearing in commercial advertisements that 
encourage others to bet on tennis.
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 c. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, solicit, accept, or 
conspire to solicit or accept any money, benefit or Consideration 
for the provision of an accreditation to an Event (i) for the pur-
pose of facilitating a commission of a Corruption Offense; or 
(ii) which leads, directly or indirectly, to the commission of a 
Corruption Offense. 

 d. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, contrive, attempt 
to contrive, agree to contrive, or conspire to contrive the out-
come, or any other aspect, of any Event.

 e. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, solicit, facilitate, 
or conspire to solicit or facilitate any Player to not use his or her 
best efforts in any Event.

 f. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, solicit, receive, 
agree in the future to receive, or conspire to solicit, receive 
or agree in the future to receive any money, benefit or 
Consideration on the basis of not giving their best efforts in any 
Event and/or negatively influencing another Player’s best efforts 
in any Event.

 g. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, offer, provide, or 
conspire to offer or provide any money, benefit or Consideration 
to any other Covered Person with the intention of negatively 
influencing a Player’s best efforts in any Event.

 h. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, solicit, accept, or 
conspire to solicit or accept any money, benefit or Consideration, 
for the provision of any Inside Information.

 i. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, offer, provide, or 
conspire to offer or provide any money, benefit or Consideration 
to any other Covered Person for the provision of any Inside 
Information.

 j. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, offer, provide, or 
conspire to offer or provide any money, benefit or Consideration 
to any Tournament Support Personnel in exchange for any infor-
mation or benefit relating to a tournament.

 k. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, solicit, facilitate, 
or conspire to solicit or facilitate any other person to contrive, 
attempt to contrive or conspire to contrive the outcome or any 
other aspect of any Event.
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 l. No Covered Person shall, directly or indirectly, solicit, accept, or 
conspire to solicit or accept any money, benefit or Consideration 
for the provision of a wildcard to an Event.

 m. No Covered Person may be employed or otherwise engaged by 
a company which accepts wagers on Events.

 2. Reporting Obligation.

 a. Players.

 i. In the event any Player is approached by any person 
who offers or provides any type of money, benefit or 
Consideration to a Player to (i) influence the outcome 
or any other aspect of any Event, or (ii) provide Inside 
Information, it shall be the Player’s obligation to report such 
incident to the TIU as soon as possible.

 ii. In the event any Player knows or suspects that any other 
Covered Person or other individual has committed a 
Corruption Offense, it shall be the Player’s obligation to 
report such knowledge or suspicion to the TIU as soon as 
possible.

 iii. If any Player knows or suspects that any Covered Person 
has been involved in an incident described in Section D.2.b. 
below, a Player shall be obligated to report such knowledge 
or suspicion to the TIU as soon as possible.

 iv. A Player shall have a continuing obligation to report any 
new knowledge or suspicion regarding any Corruption 
Offense, even if the Player’s prior knowledge or suspicion 
has already been reported.

 b. Related Persons and Tournament Support Personnel.

 i. In the event any Related Person or Tournament Support 
Person is approached by any person who offers or provides 
any type of money, benefit or Consideration to a Related 
Person or Tournament Support Person to (i) influence or 
attempt to influence the outcome of any aspect of any 
Event, or (ii) provide Inside Information, it shall be the 
Related Person’s or Tournament Support Person’s obliga-
tion to report such incident to the TIU as soon as possible.
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 ii. In the event any Related Person or Tournament Support 
Person knows or suspects that any Covered Person or other 
individual has committed a Corruption Offense, it shall be 
the Related Person’s or Tournament Support Person’s obli-
gation to report such knowledge or suspicion to the TIU as 
soon as possible.

 c. For the avoidance of doubt, a failure by any Covered Person to 
comply with (i) the reporting obligations set out in Section D. 
and/or (ii) the duty to cooperate under Section F.2. shall consti-
tute a Corruption Offense for all purposes of the Program. 

E. Additional Matters

 1. Each Player shall be responsible for any Corruption Offense commit-
ted by any Covered Person if such Player either (i) had knowledge of 
a Corruption Offense and failed to report such knowledge pursuant 
to the reporting obligations set forth in Section D.2. above or (ii) 
assisted the commission of a Corruption Offense. In such event, the 
AHO shall have the right to impose sanctions on the Player to the 
same extent as if the Player had committed the Corruption Offense.

 2. For a Corruption Offense to be committed, it is sufficient that an offer 
or solicitation was made, regardless of whether any money, benefit 
or Consideration was actually paid or received.

 3. Evidence of a Player’s lack of efforts or poor performance during an Event 
may be offered to support allegations that a Covered Person committed 
a Corruption Offense, but the absence of such evidence shall not pre-
clude a Covered Person from being sanctioned for a Corruption Offense.

 4. A valid defense may be made to a charge of a Corruption Offense 
if the person alleged to have committed the Corruption Offense (i) 
promptly reports such conduct to the TIU and (ii) demonstrates that 
such conduct was the result of an honest and reasonable belief that 
there was a significant threat to the life or safety of such person or 
any member of such person’s family.

F. Investigation and Procedure

 1. Anti-Corruption Hearing Officer.

 a. The TIB shall appoint one or more independent AHOs, who shall 
be responsible for (i) determining whether Corruption Offenses 
have been committed, and (ii) fixing the sanctions for any 
Corruption Offense found to have been committed.
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 b. An AHO shall serve a term of two years, which may thereafter be 
renewed in the discretion of the TIB. If an AHO becomes unable 
to serve, a new AHO may be appointed for a full two-year term 
pursuant to this provision.

 2. Investigations. 

 a. The TIU shall have the right to conduct an initial interview and 
follow-up interviews, if necessary as determined solely by the 
TIU, with any Covered Person in furtherance of investigating the 
possibility of a commission of a Corruption Offense.

 i. The date and time of all interviews shall be determined by 
the TIU, giving reasonable allowances for Covered Persons’ 
tournament and travel schedules.

 ii. The Covered Person shall have the right to have counsel 
attend the interview(s).

 iii. The interview shall be recorded. The recorded interviews 
shall be used for transcription and evidentiary purposes 
and thereafter shall be retained by the TIU for a minimum 
of 3 years in a secure place following the conclusion of any 
investigation or proceedings before an AHO, whichever is 
later.

 iv. The Covered Person shall have the right to request an inter-
preter, and the cost shall be borne by the TIU.

 v. Transcripts of the interview shall be provided to the 
Covered Person, upon request, within a reasonable period 
of time following the conclusion of the interview.  

 b. All Covered Persons must cooperate fully with investigations 
conducted by the TIU including giving evidence at hearings, 
if requested.  After a Covered Person receives a TIU request 
for an initial interview or otherwise becomes aware of any TIU 
investigation involving the Covered Person, the Covered Person 
shall (i) preserve and not tamper with, damage, disable, destroy 
or otherwise alter any evidence (including any personal devices 
described in Section F.2.c.i.) or other information related to any 
Corruption Offense and (ii) not solicit, facilitate or advise any 
other person to fail to preserve, tamper with, damage, disable, 
destroy or otherwise alter any evidence or other information 
related to any Corruption Offense. 
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 c. If the TIU believes that a Covered Person may have commit-
ted a Corruption Offense, the TIU may make a Demand to any 
Covered Person to furnish to the TIU any object or information 
regarding the alleged Corruption Offense, including, without 
limitation, (i) personal devices (including mobile telephone(s), 
tablets and/or laptop computers), (ii) access to any social media 
accounts and cloud storage held by the Covered Person (includ-
ing provision of user names and passwords), (iii) hard copy or 
electronic records relating to the alleged Corruption Offense 
(including, without limitation, itemized telephone billing state-
ments, text of SMS and What’s App messages received and 
sent, banking statements, Internet service records), computers, 
tablets, hard drives and other electronic information storage 
devices, and (iv) a written statement setting forth the facts and 
circumstances with respect to the alleged Corruption Offense. 
The Covered Person shall furnish such information immediately, 
where practical to do so, or within such other time as may be set 
by the TIU. Any information furnished to the TIU shall be (i) kept 
confidential except when it becomes necessary to disclose such 
information in furtherance of the prosecution of a Corruption 
Offense, or when such information is reported to administrative, 
professional, or judicial authorities pursuant to an investigation 
or prosecution of non-sporting laws or regulations and (ii) used 
solely for the purposes of the investigation and prosecution of a 
Corruption Offense.

 d. By participating in any Event, or accepting accreditation at any 
Event, or by completing IPIN registration and/or player agree-
ment forms a Covered Person contractually agrees to waive and 
forfeit any rights, defenses, and privileges provided by any law 
in any jurisdiction to withhold information or delay provision of 
information requested by the TIU or the AHO.

 3. Provisional Suspension.

 a. The PTIO may at any time make an application to an AHO for a 
Provisional Suspension of a Covered Person, including (i) before 
a Notice has been issued, (ii) before a Hearing or (iii) at any time 
after a Hearing but prior to the AHO’s issuance of a written 
Decision. Except as provided in Section G.4.a (in which case a 
Provisional Suspension is mandatory), a Provisional Suspension 
may be imposed if the AHO is satisfied on the preponderance of 
the evidence that at least one of the conditions set out at (i) and 
(ii) below are met:
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 i. a Covered Person has (i) failed to comply with a Demand or 
(ii) delayed or obstructed, without reasonable justification, 
compliance with a Demand or purported to comply with a 
Demand through the provision of any object or information 
that has been tampered with, damaged, disabled or other-
wise altered from its original state; or

 ii. (i) there is a likelihood that the Covered Person has com-
mitted a Corruption Offense punishable by permanent inel-
igibility; (ii) in the absence of a Provisional Suspension, the 
integrity of tennis would be undermined; and (iii) the harm 
resulting from the absence of a Provisional Suspension out-
weighs the hardship of the Provisional Suspension on the 
Covered Person.

 b. The Covered Person shall be notified within three business 
days that the PTIO have made an application for a Provisional 
Suspension and shall be given the opportunity to (i) agree to 
the imposition of the Provisional Suspension by the AHO or (ii) 
make written submissions in response to the application. There 
will be no right for a Covered Person to request a hearing. The 
AHO shall decide the appropriate procedure for determining 
the Provisional Suspension application, provided that any such 
determination takes place within three business days of the 
notification of the application to the AHO upon the Covered 
Person. The Covered Person shall be afforded a reasonable 
opportunity to present his/her case and supporting evidence.

 c. The provisions of Section H regarding the effect of a sanction 
of a period of ineligibility shall apply to a Covered Person who 
is serving a Provisional Suspension. The Provisional Suspension 
shall take effect from the date on which the AHO’s decision 
regarding the application for the Provisional Suspension is 
issued and shall remain in place until an AHO determines that 
the Provisional Suspension should be lifted.

 d. In the event that the Provisional Suspension applied for under 
Section F.3.a.ii. is still in force 120 days after the AHO determined 
that a Provisional Suspension was appropriate, the Covered 
Person may apply to the AHO for the Provisional Suspension to 
be lifted. The provisions of Section F.3.b. and c. shall apply to any 
such application by the Covered Person.

 e. In the event that an AHO imposes a Provisional Suspension 
against a Player under this Section F.3. whilst the Player is 
participating in an Event, that Player will be entitled to retain 
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any ranking points and prize money that the Player has earned 
from participating in the Event in advance of the Provisional 
Suspension being imposed.

 f. The TIU will publicly report the imposition of a Provisional 
Suspension. However, in cases involving a Covered Person (i) 
who is under the age of eighteen, (ii) where there is a signifi-
cant threat to the life and/or safety of the Covered Person or 
any member of their family or (iii) who provided or is providing 
Substantial Assistance as described in Section H.6. the AHO shall 
direct that the imposition of a Provisional Suspension must not 
be published.

4. Referral to the AHO

 At the conclusion of an investigation if the PTIO concludes that 
a Corruption Offense may have been committed, then the PTIO 
shall refer the matter to the AHO, and the matter shall proceed 
to a Hearing before the AHO in accordance with Section G of this 
Program.

 5. Contact Requirements

  Each Covered Person shall be determined to be immediately con-
tactable at their current (i) postal address, (ii) personal mobile 
telephone or (iii) personal email address. A Notice or communica-
tion sent to any postal address, email address or mobile telephone 
number provided by the Covered Person to a Governing Body or 
directly to the TIU shall be deemed to have been sent to the Covered 
Person’s current address or mobile telephone number. In each case it 
is the responsibility of the Covered Person to ensure that the relevant 
Governing Body has been provided with the necessary up to date 
contact details. Any Notice or other communication delivered here-
under to a Covered Person shall be deemed to have been received 
by the Covered Person (i) in the case of a postal address, on the date 
of delivery to such address in the confirmation of delivery provided 
by the relevant courier service company or (ii) in the case of a per-
sonal mobile telephone or personal email address, at the time the 
relevant communication was sent.

G. Due Process

 1. Commencement of Proceedings.

 a. When the PTIO refers a matter to the AHO pursuant to Section 
F.4., the PTIO shall send a Notice to each Covered Person alleged 
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